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SERMON VII. 



Prophecies concerning Antichrist. 

I £p. John iu i8. 

— 2> have beared that Jniicbrift JhaU 

come — 

AMONG the more remarkable pro- 
phecies concerning the Chriftian 
Churchy there are fevcral, which defcribc 
the rife, progrefs, and downfal of a ceruin 
Power, rcprefented, under various fymbds 
or images, and diftinguifhed by many ap- 
pellations; but more efpecially known by 
the name of Antichrist, 

Thefe prophecies come now, iti the 
order of this Leisure, to be confidered* 
The fubjcft is, in a high degree, curious 

Vol. II, B and 



2 Prophecies coHcerking Antich?rist. 

and important ; but of no eafy difcuffion : 
not fo much on the account of any pecu- 
liar difiiculty in the prophecies themfelves, 
as from the prejudice of party in explaining 
them, and ftill more, from the general pre- 
judice that lies againft every ati^impt to ex« 
plain them. 

^o make my way through all thcfe ob- 
Itrudions, I Ihall begin with laying before 
you a clear iand diilin£b ftate of the queftion 
kfcif, which is chiefly agitated by inquirers 
inta thefe prophecies. 

It is admitted^ that many predi&ions in 
the Old and New Tcftament, particularly 
iu the book of Daniel, in St. PauPs Epiftles, 
and in the Revelations of St Johri, clearly 
point oyt a very extraordinary powir, which 
was to manifeft itfelf in the latt& times^ 

- that is, in the times fubfeqiicnt to the in- 
trodudtion of Chriftianity. The charac- 

. ters, by which this power l^acknoWlecigfed 
by all under the name of Antichirift) is chief- 
ly diffinguilhed, are thofe oi Tyrannyld]^ 

^a\ By t^ word 9}fraHny^htYe and elfewhere in thefe 
difcourfcs, m applied to' th« Pope, I *would be under* 

Idolatry^ 



Prophecies concerning Antichrist. 3 

tdbhtryy and jMdlerance. And^ to abridge 
pur trouble in fearching after this A^f^- 
ifoikd monfter, we are direS;ed by the prQ« 
phets to look fpr him within ijhe hpundiuri^ 
of what was properly called^ the Rpnian 
Empire^ and even in the ciqr of RpAc 
itfelf. 

Thus far there is no dtfptite. The only 
<)Ve(lion is^ To what Rontuui power, ex^ 
habiung thole charaftersy the prophecies 
are to be apph'ed« And even this qu^on 
is <reduced within narrow limits. For 
TWO Powers only have fublifted in Rpme» 
from the Chriliian A ra to the |)rerent tim^s 
(within which period we are, ^ain^ alilpwod 
to expefi: the reign of Amiphrift); the 
Roman Boiperor, in the 6rft places an^^ 
iifterw^ds, the Roman Pontifs. Sp that, 

Hood to xDJ^LUt that Jifer-gmMxf Jomh^fin^ vrhMk he 
es£fcifed, or ckimed a right of exercifiDg, over the 
^ttcts And ftates d bis communion, in aU aiffiars both 
temporal aad fpmtiiaL— I xife the word (fome^^^ 

' impr(^>erly» perhaps) fox the fake of brevi^, as I know 
of tffn other fingle tertni that Co Widl exprefles iny mean* 

log. 

B a 90 



4 Prophecies concerning Antichrist. 

on the whole, the lingle point in debate is 
merely this. Whether Imperial, or Papal 
Rome, be that Antichriftian Power, which 
the prophets foretold. The church of 
Rome holds, for obvious reafons, that the 
Imperial power is the objeft of the prophe- 
cies : the Proteftants have, on the contra- 
xjy their reafons for maintaining, xhzi Papal 

\Rome is that power, which the prophe- 
cies had in view, and in which alone they 
are truly and properly verificxi 

This, then, is the meaning of that fa- 
mous inquiry concerning Antichrift : and 

• I miift defire you to keep your attentipn 
fteadily fixed on the queftion, as here ftat- 

' cd; while I endeavour to furnifh you with 
the proper means of deciding upon it. 

The obvious method of dotngJj|)is, would 

be, To lay before you, dire&ly^ the pro- 

'. phecies themfclves, and to examine them 

. by the light of fober criticifm, and au- 

^ thentic hiftory. Bur, becaufe it is no new 

' or difficult thing to mifreprefent/^^^, and 
to mifinterpretymf /«r^, to pervert, in ibopit 

- ' : L thefe 



Prophecies comeming Antichrist., 5i 

thefe two inftrumcnts of truth to any ends, 
which prejudice hath in view; and becauic^ 
I know how natural it is for you to fufpcft 
fuch management in the prefent cafe, where- 
the zeal of party is fuppofed, o(i either fide, 
to exclude, or over-power, the love pf 
truth 5 for tbefe reafons,^ it may be conve- 
nient to take a larger compafs, and, by a 
previous hiftorical dedudtion of this con^ 
troverfy, to let you fee in what light it has 
been regarded, through the feveral ages of 
the Chriftian Church* 

» 

I.Thsfirst account, we meet with 
in fcripture, of the power in queftion, I 
mean, under his proper name of Antichriftj 
is in the firft epiftle of St. John, from 
which the text is taken. The whole paf* 
fagc runs thus^Uttle children^ it is the laft 
time: And^ as ye have beard that Anticbrift 
Jball come^ even uim tbere are many Anti^ 
-cbrijisi whereby we know that it is the lafi 
4ime. 

B 3 Tfe 



& Prdph04ifS iMcemmg Aktichaist« 

Td uftd«fft»ftd theft wotdi, w€ mutt 
ctU to mind wNfi hath b^n alreadjr, mom 
than otctj cbftrvtd totccrnmg the fcrip- 
tura! divifiOD of time into two great por^ 
ti5ns> The to^Mik^ ^pd ratter timesl 
By the fatf^^ 11 lAeant the times preced*' 
ing the Chriftian aera; by the Ifiitefj the 
dmes fubfequeQt to it. CorrefponBent to 
diis paftitioo of time, is xht dopble advenr 
6f Chrifty of which I before gave a diftinfi; 
ide2i. His,;^ advent was^ when he came 
in the fle(h at Jerufaleni: his ficcnd adU 
vent is to be underftood of his coining in 
his kingdom/ through all the ages of the 
Chriftian Church. 

But though the lalter timefi, in the gc-» 
neral fenfe of fcripture, be thills compre^ 
henfivc^ they are further fubdivided into 
other cbnftituent portions, m which fome 
particular ftate of Chrift's kingclom is ^A^ 
iK^iniltered) and within which it is com* 
^)ttM^ tn r^fe^^nce to this rubordimto 
divilion of time in the Chriftian diipedW 
^n, the c^min^ of Chrift is, alfo, pro* 

portionably 
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portipntbly multiplied, Ht /comes in each 
divifion \ (hat is, as oft as he thinks fit to 
mterpofe by any figaai a£t of his power mc} 
pjrovidencic, The whole pcrjod, in wbicb, 
jiny diftin6k ftatc of his kingdom is carry^ 
tug on, is likewii^ called the iMUr time % 
and the concluding part of that period is. 
diftinguiih^d by tliis n^me of tb^ U^ hours 
as if the whole of e^ch period were cpnfi^ 
dered is pne 4^v aod the cbf^ of cac^ 
period^ u the ^od^ or la^ Bjomt, of thait 

day* 

Thus, the time that elapti^Jf mm Chrifi'^ 
^fcenfion to the ^&x\j^ifm pf Jerujalem^ 
being one of the fi^diyifions, before mcn-f 
dooQid) i$ calkd the ItUler times ; and the 
ev£ of its 4eftrudion, is called the lafi bouri. 
He mas ccmitig through the whole time : 
he eame in the end of it. And the like uic 
of thefe tern^ is to be made, in other va^ 
itajuces* W$ are to apply them in the fame 
manner to die reign of Antichrifi — to the 
Millennium — to the day of judgement. Each' 
of thefc ftates, into which the latter times, 

B 4 or 
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8 Prophecies concerning Antichrist. 

or the times of Chriftianity, are divided^ 
is likewife fpoken of under the idea of the 
Jailer times ; and the featfon, in which each 
is drawing to an end^ is the laft hour of 
that ftate [^]. 

Thus much being premifed, it is eafy to 
give a juft expofition of the text. Lit tie 
children J it is the laft time^ or i&tf»r— that is, 
the deftru^^ion c^ Jerufaiem is at hand ; as 
indeed it followed very foon after the date 
of this Epiftle. Andj as ye have heared 
that Antichrift JbaU r^/»tf— that, in fome fu- 
ture period, called the laft times, an hoftile 
power, which we know by the name of 
Antichrift, fhall arife and prevail in the 
world, even new, we may fee the com- 
mencexpent of that power ; for, there are 

[i] Wh^t is here faid of thp (cripturgl diyifi()n of 
tme, with regard to the afiaiirs of the Church, is enough 
for my purpofe. There is another divifion of time, 
in the plx>i^etic icriptures, with regard to the king" 
dom <f the iwrld; <^neernipg which the reader may 
fonfolt Bishop Kidder's Dem. rfthe Mejiah^ Part iii. 
ch. ix«; and efpecially Mr* Medk*8 Afoflqly of the 
Igtter times, A. id. *• , ' ' 

many 
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mawf Anttcbrifts ; many perfbns^ now, ap« 
pear in the fpirit of that future Anticbrif^^ 
and deferve his name: wberehy^ indeed, 
we know that it is the laft hour: for Chrift 
himfelf had made the appearance of. falfe 
Chrifts and falfe prophets, that is, of Anti- 
chrifts, to be one of the (igns by which 
that hour Ihould be diftinguiihed [^]. 

The meaning of the whole {>a(rage, then, 
is clearly this : ^^ That the appearance o£ 
falfe Cbrifts and falfe Prophets (of which 
there were many, according to our Lord'n 
prediftion, in St. John's time) indicated 
.the arrival of that bour^ that was to be fa* 
tal to the Jewi(h ftate: and that they 
were, at the fame time, the types and 
forerunners of a ftill more dreadful power, 
which fhould be fully revealed in the latter 
times y in a future period, when that cala« . 
mity was paft/' For the truth of the 
aflertion. That fuch a power fhould arife in 
the Chriftian church, he appeals to a tra* 
dition, then current among the difciples: 

[r] Math. xjur. 14. Mailc ziiL 11. 

and 
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and bis h^ted name of Antkhriji is hcn^ 
applied, hy way of anticipation, to th^ 
iilfe prophets of that tiipe; as poflefling 
much of hia chara^r, and acting with hit 

l|)irit. 

Hence we fee the meaning of the word» 
JfUicirifii which ftands for a pcrfon or 
power, a^uaced with a fpirit oppofite to? 
that of Chrifc And fo indeed the Apoftle 
Explains himfclf, in amJther place of this 
very Epiftlc. For, fpeaking of certain 
falfe teachers, who preached up a dodrine, 
contrary to that of the Gofpel, he adds •^ 
<* This is i\i9X fpirit of Antichrift, whereof 
<* ye have heard that it (hould copc, and 
^* even now already is it in the world [i]-" 
And I lay the greater ft«fe W this obfer^^ 
vation, becaufe the etymology of the word^ 
Jntichrijij makes it cjip^bje of two different 
meanings. For it may either fignify oiPie, 
who afumes the place and office of Chrifi^ ^ 
one, who maintains a direS enmity m4 9j^^ 

[^ I Ep. John, ir. 3. 

Jiiion 
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Jbhn to Um [e}. Bat the latter, is the fenfe 
in which the Apofile ufeth this term; 
althou^ it be true that^ in the former. 
fcnfe^ it very well fuits the Bilhop of Rome, 
who calls him&lf the Viear of Chrift, as 
well as the fucceflbr of St. Peter. Nor can 
there be any difficulty in fixing the charge 
c£ Antichriftianifm^ in the fenfe of an ^- 
n^ity and oppojition to Cbrifty on the Roman 
* Pontif (though I know how abfurd the at- 
tempt feem3 to the writers on that fide;) 
for, to merit this charge, it is not neceflary* 
that he (hould formally rejeA Chrifi, 
ivvhich undoubtedly be does not^ but that 
he fliould a£t in defiance to the true genius 
and character of Chrift's religion : a charge, 
which may be evidently made good againft 
jhim. - 

In Ihort, as the word, Chrift^ is fre^ 
i^|uently ufed in the Apoftolic writings for 
Che io&rine of Chrift ; in*which fenfe we 
eflt faid to put on Cbrifi, to grom in Cbrijt^ 

• \i] 'AfK^C'^w— ^Ay >0 the fealc tather of pro, or 
$o0r^ 

to 
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CO leam Cbrift^ and in other infbmces : So 
Anticbrifty in the abftraft^ may be taken 
for a dodrine fubveriive of the Chriftian ; 
and when applied to a particular man^ or 
body of men, it denotes one^ who fets 
himftlf againft tht Jpirit of that doftrinc [/Jw 

If] Grotius fays, ** Sicut Antkafarem dicimus qui 
contra Cafarem fe.Cafarem vult dici atquc Casfar ha- 
heri, fie Antichrijlus tS^ qui fc vero Chrifto opponit €b 
modo ut ipfc Chriftus, Haberi velit," Op. t. iv. p, 490. 
—The learned commentator did not refle<^, that words 
are not always ufcd according to the ftri6t import of 
Aeir etymologies. Fnlfc Chrtfts\ we will fay, arc, in 
the ilriiSb fenfe of the word, Antichrifts, But the quef* 
tion is, in w>&tf/ fenfe this word is ufed of the perfon 
called, by way of eminence, The Antichrist. This 
lifTuft be colleded from the attributes given to him in 
.the prophecies themfelves, not from the rigorous ety- 
inology of the term. The cafe was plainly this. St. 
John is fpeaking of the falfe Chrifts^ who had ap- 
peared in his time ; ^nd, to difgrace them the more 
effcftually in the minds of thofe to whom he writes, he 
l>rands them with the name of Aatichrifts : not (b much 
jreipe^ing the exa6t fenfe of the word, as the ideas of 
averfion, which, he knew, it wquld excite. For the 
tradition of the church conctrmxig Antichrift^ had made 
this appellation, of all others, the moft oj^robri^us^ 
a^ hatefuL— BeiideS} it is not fo clear, as Qrotius 
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In this laft fcnfe, the word Antkbrift 
AS clearly employed by St. John: and 
from his example, the word grew into 
general life in the Cfariftian church; and 
is fo to be underftood, whenever mention 
is made of Antichrift by the prinai- 
tive fathers^ or any other ecclefiaftical 
writers* 

II. I am now to (hew in what manner 
• the prophecies concerning Antkbrifij or a 
: perfon or power^ fo called, and^ though 
varioufly defcribed, always conlidered under 
' the idea of an advcrfary to the true doftrine 
: of Chrift, have been conftrued and applied 
. by many eminent members of the Chriftian 
' Churchy in all ages. 

fuppofes^ that the ftrid fenfe of the word, Antlcbrlllusy , 
^ Jnuli be— '/j, quife vera Chrifto opponlt eo modo ut iffi 

Chriftus haheri wJit. Csefar, who generally exprellM 

himfelf with exad propitety, thought fit,, on a certain 
. occaEon^ to'afiume the natne and character of Anti-> 

CATO. Was it Ca&far's purpofe to fay, or was it his 
^ ambitian to pretend, ^^that he cfpojed himfelf to the trm 

Cata^ MQM.QPQ tit i^'e Cato habm veUet V* 

^ 1. When 
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I. When the canon of fcripture was 
formed, and now in the hands of the faith- 
ful, the prophecies concerning Anti^rhrift 
were too remarkable not to take their early 
attention* They accordingly cite thefe 
prophecies in their apologies and commen- 
taries, or refer to them, very frequently. 
But one thing is fingular. Though Anti- 
chrift be every where fpoken of in the pro- 
phecies as a periecuting power, and though 
the Cfaiifttati church then was, and fo^ con- 
tinued to be ibr near three centuries, in a 
ftate of perfecution under the Roman em- 
perors, yet this opprobrious name was not 
ufuaUy given to their perfecutors. I do 
not fay, i3iat none of the eariy Chrif^ian 
writers ever applied that character to the 
Emperors. Some few of them, in a fit of 
zeal and refentment, did [g]. But tf^ie msiO^ 

[g\ Ettfebius mentiofiSy Jodas, IJ. £. L vL e. t ^ 
and D10NY8IUS9 £. H. L w« c. io^**^>Oi9ni&nudL 
to expert that Antichrifl would ap|)ear as &e Meffiah 
of the Jews ; but in thejierfon of a Rotaaii Einy t iwi | 
as will be explaiaed prefestly. Soe tlic«efeu«ia>ta« 

and 
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ind the abkft of the Fathers, were clearlf 
of another opiniom 

It may be lhGught> that ihey forbore 
this application of fo odious ai^rm^ out of 
refpedt to the government urxler which 
they lived, and from prudential conddera* 
tions. Thefe motives had, without doubt^ 
their weight with them, and made them 
more cautious, than they would otherwife 
have been, in interpreting the propheciei* 
fiut, if they had been zt liberty to fpeafc 
out, and declare their full tenfe, on the 
fubjeft, it is certain they would not, aftd 
could hot, confidently with their avowed 
principles, apply the prophecies cOncerniog 
Antichrift to the Roman Emperors, For 
' they had learned from tradition, amd fratn 
the letter of the prophecies, that Anti- 
chrift was to be revealed in fome diftaM 
age ; and they even coUefted from a It* 
markable paifage in one of St. Pauf s Eplf- 
tles t^hich will be confidcried hcreaft*) 
{.that the removal of the Roman empire was 
to make way for his appearajnce. Hence, 
I , they 
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tbey give it as a reaibn for their ardeot 
prayers to heaven for the prefervation of the 
empire, that the dreaded power of Anti- 
thrift could not commence, fo long as the 
Imperial fovereignty fubfifted. And it is 
obfervable that, of thofe few writers^ who 
were in different fentio^nts, the greater 
part conceived the time of his coming to be 
remote ; and were even driven to the ftrange 
neceffity of fuppofing that Nero, the firft 
perfecuting Emperor, was miraculoufly 
kept alive, or would be raifed up from the 
dead, in order to be revealed in a future 
age, as the Antichrift of the prophets, or 
at leaft as the Precur/or of Ancichrift [b]. 

In (hort, the idea, which the early Chrif* 
tiaos, in general, formed of Antichrift, was 
that of a power, to be revealed in diftaot 
times, after the diflblution of the Roman 
empire; of a power, to arife out of the 
jruins of that empire. Not to multiply quo* 
tations, on a point which admits no doubt» 

[If] See many citations to tUs purpole in Dr. Laid* 
ner's Cred.f. \u v. p.. 210, xi> 12* . 
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Jerom. the ableft of jthe antient Fathers^ 
and the molt efleemed, Ihall fpeak for the 
reft. He fays exprefsly, that fuch was the 
idea pf all thji tjcclefiafiical wrilers^ down to 
his time^ as is liere reprefented [/]. 

Now this circumftance ye will furely 
think not a little remarkable^ that they^ 
^ who lived under the emperors, and felt the 
^hole weight of their tyrannous perfecu- 
tion, (hould not apply the prophetic notes 
land characters ^ of Antichrift, to fhemy if 
. indeed the prophecies had been fairly capa- 
ble of fuch application. This, 1 fay, is 
^ elcceedingly remarkable : for men are but 
. too apt even to wfcft the fcriptures to a 
- fenfe, which favQurs their own caufe, or 
. gratifies their paiCons ; aiid to find a com- 
. pletion of prophecy in events, which fall 
. cat. in their own days and concern them- 
V felves (as we fee from fo many abfurd 
applications, of the . Apocalypfe, juftly 
. objected to. certain Proteftant writers); 
: though, when fuch events are paft, and 

['*] J^eroiD, in Dan; vn^ Medc, ^•f>S7* 

You II. C impajR, 
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impartially confidered^ no fuch accony^ 
plilhmetit of prophecy cao be difcerhed in 
them* 

Wheft the church of Rome, therefore, 
now pretends, that Antichrift is to be 
Ibught in Imperial and Pagan Rome, ye 
will naturally aflc how k came to pals^ 
that the antient fathers, who had the beft 
Opportunity of feeing the conformity of the 
prophecies with the tranfadions of their 
times, and were £j much interefted in thofe 
tranfadions> fliouH yet overlook fuch con* 
formity, if it had been ri^al, and faiily 
marked out by the projphecies, wWi ill'- 
terpreters of thefe days are ib ^ukk-Qghced I 
And to^ this queftion, no juft and fadsfac-^ 
tory anfwer can be giv^n, but that, in the 
opinion of thole fathers, the cbara^bera of 
Antichrift were not ^fofikielfitty applicable 
to the Roman empeitofs y or, if they were^ 
that certain c:icprefs claufes in die prcipke* 
cies themselves forbade thut applicaticvi of 
them. Either ix^ay, their conduA forids^ 

a flrong prefumptioi^ that the Antichrift. 

of 



rof the prophets was not, tod coy)4 not I?f, 
the Romaf) Emperor. 

I know indeed, thaf^ when thp empire 
became Chriftiap, ^nd ftftions fprang up 
in the churchy the name of Antichrift, as 
a term of reproach, was not unfrequcntly 
t)cftowed qn fuch of the eiiiperors as had 
m^de then^f^lves obnoxious to the orthodox 
party; But this flippancy of language 
proves nothing but the paliipn of the men 
Yfho iBidulged themfelves in it, unlcfs it 
j^je, that this term of reproach was thought 
btttct fuited to an ecclefiaftic, than a civil 
jpower; fpr^ the JEmperor being now the 
be*d of the Chriftian church, his perfecu- 
tions of the faith wer§ deemed the more 
jfyiicbrijiian^ as they ^fpecially difgraced 
his religious chnraSier. And how natural 
this idea was, I mean the idea of Anticbriji^ 
as intf nd^d by the prophets of a reU^iouSy 
.tiot <:ivil power, we may learn from, the 
Jbiftory of the ichiCjis, which afterwards 
diftrafted tfcie church under the papacy ; 

•C ^ wlxcn 
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when the Antipopcs very liberally, arid 
conftantly branded each other with the 
name of Anticbrift i as if they had foutld a 
peculiar aptnefs in the prophetic language 
to exprefs ecclefiaftical tyranny and ufiirpa- 
tion. 

But, whatever ufe we niiy make of 
thefe fafts, it is clear, on all hands, that 
the Roman Emperor, asfucby was thought 
to have no concern in the predi£tions con- 
cerning Antichrift; at leaft, that the 
more intelligent Chriftian writers of the 
three firft centuries had no idea of his 
having any fuch concern in them ; while, 
yet, they held very urianirtioully, that Ibme 
future pd'wer was to arife in the church, in 
which thofe predidlioiis would . be com- 
pleted. 

11. This, in general, was the ftate of 
the controverfy* concerning Antichfift, fill 
the down-fall of the Weftern empire; 
when the Bifliop of Rome reared bis head, 
and by degrees found means, amidfl the 

rainy 



ruins of that mighty pow^r, to advance 
himfelf into tl^e fovereign^y of Ronoe, and^ ' 
21 length, of the Chriftiaa world : fixing 
his refidpnce in the very feat and throve pf 
the Csefars, 1% ^-emains to fre^ in what 
light the re^gn pf Antichrift w^^ thl^ixce*^ 
forth^ qonfidered. by mapy pmii)(:nt mem^ 
bers of .that churchy which noiy called it« 
felf, and was, in a manner, univerfal. In 
other words, we are to inquire, now that 
the imperial power, which the fathers 
would not acknowledge to be Antichrfftian, 
bad deferted Rome, whether the papal 
power, which topk its place on the fev^ 
hills^ ,did pot^ in the opinion of fober men, 
fill up all the meafures of the prophetic 
ichara^crs, and perfedtly correfpond to that 
}dea« 

X. So early, as about the clofe of the fixth 
century, Gregory the firft, or, the Greai^ 
as he is ufually called, the moft revered, 
and in fomc refpefts not undelervedly fo, 
of all the Roman pontifs, in a famous dif« 

C 3 jputQ 
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piitfe tVith the Bi(hop 6f Conftanrinople, 
v9ho had fakfcri to hlmfelf the title of O^m- 
fHenicdly or Urtiverfal Bilhop, objeds tb hini 
the arrogance and prefumption of ^thh 
ciain), and treats him^ on that account, 
as the fore-rminti", at leaft, of Antichrift. 
His words ire remarkable efiongh to bb 
here quoted. / ajfirm it confidently y fays He, 
that whoever calls him/elf Univerfiil Bifiop^ 
or is dejirous to be fo c ailed y demonftrates him* 
felfj by this pride and elation of hearty to he 
the fore-runner of Jnticbrijl [k]. And, 
again. From this prefumption of his [in 
taking the name of Uuiverftl Bifhop] what 
tlfe can be colle^tedy but that the times of An-- 
iicbrifi are now at hand [l\ ? 

It b to be obferved of this Gregbry, that 
he difclaimed, for himfelf, the tute d£ 
Univerfal Bilhop, as well as refufed it to 

[k] Qfiiftiui^ (b univerfalem tocat, vel vocari dcfidc- 
rat, in datione fua Antichriftum prscurrit. Gke^. 
]V^. Op. Ep. 30. 1. VI. Pai'. 1^33* 

[/] In hie 6jus fuperbl^, quid aliud nifi prdpiuqaa 
fik A1^SGhiAl& ^fle tempora ^elignatur ? Ep. 34* 

his 



Pre^hecies coiu^Mng Anticbrisx^ a j 

lus afpiring brother of Conftanciaople. 
How confiftenitly he di4 ^his^ \vlxen at the 
fame time he oexercifed an authority^ 
vvfaich can only belong to diat exalted 
chara&er, it is not my bufinels to inquire. 
J'erhaps, he did not adrert to the confe^ 
qaence of his oyfvk ^ions: perhaps, like 
«n able maa^ he meant to fecure the thing, 
ivithout troubling hlmlelf about the name: 
perhaps, he was jealous of a rival to this 
fl^im 4^ jcathojic axithority, and wojuld not 
permit th^ Bi&op of Conftantinople to 
ckcorat^ 2iimfetf with z title, which was 
likely to be ^vourabk to the pretenficMis 
iQf that iee, and injuijous to his own. 
Whansver the reafons of his condufl were, 
jthe fafl is, as I here reprefent it i^ and 
clearly fh^s that, in the judgment of 
this renow))ed Roioan Bifbop, AntichriQ: 
had not yet been revealed in the perfon of 
the Roman Emperor \ and if ever he were 
to be revealed, ^at not a civil, but eccl&- 
fiaftical charadter, agreed beft with tl^^ 
prophetic defcription$ ipf him 0»]. 

\m]^ With all hif merits, Gsegoiy th^ Greats it b to 
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2, Pope Boniface III, had not, it feems^ 
the fcrnplcs, whatever they were, of his 
predeccflbr, Gregory. He readily accept- 
ed, or rather importunately begged, this 
proud title of Oecumenical Bijhop^ from the 
Emperor, Phocas; and tranfm'uted it to 
all his fucceflbrs. And now, it might be 
expcfted, that the Bifliop of Rome would 
be Antichfift, in his turn. But, fuch was 
the fortune of that fee, or the devotion of 
the faithAjl to it, that this charge was not 
prefently brought againft him ': as if the 
fpiiit of dominion, which had fo long poC- 
iefled that city, were a thing of courfe, 
and could hot mifbecome the Bifhop of 
Rome, though it looked fo Anticbrtfiian in 
/him of Conftantinople. 
r Other reafons concurred to fave the 
honour of the papal chair. It's authority 

be feared, had fbme Antichriflian marks upon him ; 
•and his'adveriary' of the Eai^ might have gone (broe 
4 way towards fixing them upon his Grandeur ^ if he had 
but obfervcd, that Antichrift, whoever he was, and 
whenfbever to appear in the world, is clearly marked 
out in the prophecies, as having his (eat in old Rome. 

• ' grew. 
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grew, every day, more abfolute : and the. 
tradition of the church (which had hither- 
to been the chief fupport of the do£lnne 
concerning Antichrift) gradually funk un- 
der the apprehcnfion of that power, to 
i^hich aione it could, with any apparent 
propriety, be applied : while the ignorance 
of the times became fuch, that, except 
perhaps in the minds of fome few retainer^ 
to the fee of Rome, there was fcarce light 
enough left in the Chriftian world to poin? 
out the meaning of the prophecies i if Wi^ 
grofs diperftitioB would have otherwifc pers- 
'mitted the application of them to thf facred 
perfon of the Pope. 

"^ 3* .Under the cover of all thefe advanti- 

ages, the Man of Sin had a convenient time 

'to difplay himfclf, and to grow up into 

'that full fize and ftature, in which he could 

^ po longer be pverlpoked, or miftjiken, by 

thofe who had any knowledge of the pro* 

phecies, or ikill in applying them* Ac- 

'cordingly we find that at the fynod ci 

jiheims, held in the Xth century [«], Ar- 

[»] A. 991* 

nulphu8t 
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tiulphust Bi(bop of Orleans, appealed t^ 
the whole x:ouncil, whether the Biftop of 
Rome were not the Antichrift of the pro-!, 
phets; Jlfting in the temfle €f Ged\ and 
pcrfcdly correfponding to the marks^ which 
St. Paul had given of him. In particular^ 
fpeaking of John the XVth, who then 
governed the church of Rome, he apoftro* 
phized the affembly in thefe words --t 
^« What think ye, reverend Fathers, of 
this roan, featcd on a lofty throne, an4 
fliining in purple an4 gpW I Whom do ye 
luxount him to be ? . purely, if deftitute of 
charity, and puffed up with the pride of 
fcience only. He is AwricnKi^^^ fining i» 
the temple of CoJ^ 4indjbemng bimfelf that 

be is God W 

4. ^n the former part of the Xlth century, 
Bcrengarius, a man of principal note ia 

[0] Quid hunc, rcverendi patres, in fublimi folio 
i^fidentem, vefte purpurea et awea wdiantcm ; quid 
hunc, inquam, effe cenfctis? Nimirimi> fi cbaritate 
d^ftkuittir, folaque fcientia inflatur et extoUitur, Anti* 
cmns^vs c&i m temflpPei fitkns^ tt fe nftendens tan^ 
quamfit Deus, Usser, ^ Chriftian. Ecd/ucceffione fef 

thofe 



thbfe dayS) aAd diftinguifbed by his free 
^^ritings concerning the £ucl\arift, vreat 
Jo far a3 to call the chtirch of Rome, ibf 
fmf of Satan (which is but another apoca- 
lyptic name of Antichrift;) and to know 
from what fource he derived this langus^, 
we need only refleft, that^ m the cata* 
logue of his works, we find a trearife 
written by him exprefsly on the book of 
Revelations [^p]. 

As this century advanced, the papal 
power rofe to its height. And all the 
charafters of Antich rift glared fo ftrongly 
in the perfon of Hildebrand, wko took the. 

Jli0v9 C^ii. p. 36. Lond. idij.'—Il.LYRici Cat. Te/» 
Ftr. p. 1.558. OJBIicin. Jacob. Stoer et Jacob, ChoulU. 
•—This Arnulphy Bifhop of Orleans, was efteemed, ia 
bis day, the wifefi and mofl eloquent of all theGaUi* 
can prdates. Amulphus — de quo iic initio ejus fynodi 
feriptum e&^—Iixter om?ies GaUiarum eptfcopos Jafientid it 
wkftentid clarijjimus habehatttr. lb. 

[fl ^\ Ecclefiam vanitatisy ^ Sedem Satan^e voca? 
"bat,* VssBK. de Chrifiiaa. EccLjucce/Ks^Jiafu^c.J* 
Cxsiv. p. 196, -^Ib Apoca^fin fcripfiile teilatur Bo(^ 
toniusBurieiifis. Cate»H*L. yqLxu p. iji^Okon. 

1743- 
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• , 

ttamcof Gregory VHth, that thcRomilh. 
hiflorian^ Joannes Aventinus^ ipeaks of it 
«s a point, in which $be generality of fair ^ 
candid J and ingenuous writers^ were agreed^ 
That THEN h^an the empire of Jnlicbri^[q]. 

5...Pafcal II, who had been brought up 
at the feet of Hildebrand, and fate upon 
the papal throne in the beginning of the 
Xllth century, wa^ freated with as little 
ceremony, as his mafter l^ad been ; partir 
cularly, by Fluentius, ^iihop of Florence, 
and by the whole church of Liege [r]. 

St. Bernvd, too, the moft eminent pcr- 
ibn of th|t age, was fo ft ruck with the 
marks of Antichriftianifm in the church of 
Rome (to which, however, in other rc- 
ipefts, he was enough devoted) that he 

[^] Pleriquc oipnes bpnl, aperti, jufti, Ingenui, fim- 
plicesj tuip imperium Anti(;hrh[li ccepiffe, quod ea quae 
Chriflus fcrvator nofter lot annos ante nobis cantavit, 
cveniffe eo tempore cernebant, memoriaB literarum pro- 
didere. Annai.. Boiorum, L v. p. 591. Ingolflad* 

frj Cave, H. L. vol.il, p. 258. Cone. Flor. 1104. 
UssERf PeC^rjfii.EccH/ttCf. l^Jiztuc^ T, f» v. p. rog. 

employed 
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employed all the thunder of his rhetoric 
(in which faculty he excelled) againft k* 
corrujptions ; exclaiming, that the minifiers 
cfChrift were become the fervants of Anti^ 
cbriji ; and that the be aft of the Apcaljpfe hoi 
feated hhnfelf in the chair of St. Peter {x]* 

[i] MiNisTRi Chkisti sunt, et serviunt Air- 
mcHRiSTO [Serm.fuf. Ctfff//V. xxxiii.] — It is true, by 
Antichrift, he feems not to mean the Pope, but, in ge- 
neral, an evil principle, which tlien domineered in ths 
diurcfa. Yet he refers us to thj^ famous palTage in the 
firft Epiftle to the ThefTalonians^ ch. il. And he tells 
us in his 56th epifUe, that he had heard one Norbett^ 
amanof exemphry piety, fay, That Antichriil wbuU 
be revealed in that age. He^ice it feems probable, that 
fome one perfon or power was in his eye. After all, 
he fays, that Norbert's reafons did not fatisfy him. 
Yet, in another epilHe, he aflferts cxprefs!}" — BeIHa 
ilia de Apocalypfi, cui datum efl os loquens blafphemias, 
etbellum gerere cum fan<5tis, Petri cathedram og* 
CUP AT, tanquam leo. paratus ad prsedam. Ep.xrxr: 
which was, in other words, to call the Pope, Antichiii^. 
}t is evident that St. Bernard applied the prophecies in' 
the Revelation to the fucceflbr of St. Peten-— I memioa 
thele things fo particularly, to ihew, what his fiend-, 
ments on this head really were ; which have been mif- 
reprefented by hafty writers, who tranfcribe from each 
other, without exsvniniDg, themfelves, the authorities, 
itiQr ^uote* 

But 
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But this charge was now fo ^aeta), 
and ibuDded fo high, that it reached cbe ears 
of ethers^ befides prelates, and churchmen. 
Hiftorians relate, that it made an ioi- 
preffion on our military Icings Sicbtrd I } 
who, being at Mefljna in Sicily, ki hi3 w^y 
to the Holy Land, and hearing much of 
the learned Abbot Joachim of Calabria, 
(a man, famous in (hofe times fpr l(is 
warm inveAives againft the Roman hie- 
rarchy i) had the curiofity to take a lefturc 
fipm him on this fubjeiSt*. His text was, 
Anticbrifij and the Ap9€alyffe\ which be 
explained in fo pointed and forcible a 
manner, as was much to the fatisfaftiojif 
we are told, of his royal auditor [/]« 

(/] Cavb, H. L. Tol. n. p. 27^4 Roo. ©E HorE* 
D£N» Annal. Fars pefi*'^. 68i, ed.Pranc. i6oi.'*^ 
In this age [Xllth], w« compofed a very reinaiicabla 
tra6t on the fubjed of Anticbfift, Which may be Ceen 
in Mcde's Works, p. 721. — ^Mf. Mede fuppeies^ and 
feems indeed to have proved, (hat the trm do^^kiae of 
jHntichrift was, and was intended to be, ft n>y(lery,-or 
fecret, till the 1 2th century. Whence it follows diat 
the tefiimonies, hitherto aliedged, are only psiffionat* 

6. The 



€. The lirft appeanmce of the people^ 
tailed Waldcn&s or Alblgenfes, was In 
diis age ^ but, in the next, the Xlikh oen- 

or declamatory exaggerations, or to be efleemed^ as he 
fayd, pro paracolic} et xdcr* ccS^inju Ji^ls^ tkdamatornm 
4more. Works, p. 7^2, 

I admit ^.trnthof ^e obfenration ^ but liokl, that 

the ufe of the dedu^ion, here made, ss cot in the lead 

afie6tied by it* For my purpofe in giving this cata* 

logae ofwitnefles to ^e dochine of Antrchriil, was 

-tiot toji^^ that do6hiiie, in the trtte, that is, Fm* 

teflant fen^ of k {(or then, not oidy :the j»eoedi{2g 

tefiimonies, but even fome of the following, would have 

been omitted) but merely to {hew that ilie general, at 

leafl, and confufed idea c^fome fisch dotSbine did, la 

i2u^yfuhjift in the antient Chriflian church. That what 

idea they had of this do^Hne was founded on the/rv- 

fhicici^ is clear ^m the terms in which they CKpteia 

themfelves. And, though ^hcdo^^rine itielf ^-as very 

inperfedlly conceived, imd ificonieqoentially applied 

by them, ^ill their language (hews that thfey had fome 

iiption ofacoirvpt jf^irifual pgwer^ which nvas, m their 

Icnfeof the prophets,'/* doffdneer ift the church dfMdme: 

^ence I draw this concluiion (for the fake of whidv 

this whole deduction is made,) That the prefent 

application of the prophecies concerning* Ancichrift 

to papal Ro!be, is not wholly new and unauthorized; 

as the prejudice, I am here combating, fuppoferh it 

•o^e. 
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turfi they prevailed to that degree, .that 
Crufades and Inquifitions wdre thought 
little enopgh to be employed againft.theni; 
We may know what the guilt of this peo- 
ple was, when we underftand from their 
books, and from the teftimony of the- great 
hiftbriani Thiianus, that a leading princi- 
ple of their herefy Was, To treat the Popfe 
as Antkhr0 ; and thd church of Rome, as 
Babylon ; on the authority of the prophe- 
cies contained in the Revelation [u]. 

Other [w] teftimonies occur in the hiftory 
of this age. But I mufl: not omit that of 

[«] VitRiNGA in Apoc. p.' 747. Amft. 1719. 
tJssER.De Eccl. fucc. & flat. c. \u arid viiii Thv AKUfi^ 
1. vi. f. xvL Tol. i. p. 221. ed. Buckley; . 

[w] See, cfpccially, the famous fpeech of Everhard; 
bifliop of Saltzbourg, at the aflemblyof Ratiilwnnc, int 
the time of Gregory the IXth ; inferted at large ini 
Aventinus, An/i* Boior. !• vii. p. 684. The folloiving 
cxtra^s from it will be thought curious. Hildebranduai 
ante annos centum atque feptuaginta primus fpecie le* 
ligionis ^Antichrifti imperii fundamenta jecit, p. 634* 

Flamines illi Bab^ia [meaning the Bifbops of 
Rome] foli regnare cupiunt, ferre parem non poiTunt^ 
Hon ddlfient donee omnia pedibus fuis MnculcaTeriiit« 

ciur 
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our famous hiftorian, Matthew Paris; 
v^ho hath taken care to inform us, that 
his contemporary, Robert Groftete, Bifhop 
of Lincoln, the moft confiderable of all 
the Cngliih biChops, and equally renowned 
for his affection to civil and religious li- 
berty, was fo much in earned in fixing this 
charge on the fee of Rome, that, as it had 
been the common theme of his meditations 
during life; fo it occupied his dying mo- 
iBents ; the P^/^, and Anticbrift, being, as 
he tells us, among the lail words of this 
zealous prelate [x]. 

atque in teinfio Du fidianti eittiM^nturqut fupr^ omne id^ 
quodeoUtur, lb* 

Nova cpnlilia fub peftote volutat, ut propnum fibi 
tionfiituat imperium, li^s eemmutat^ fuas fancit ; con« 
taminit, diripit, ipoliat, fraudat, occidit, perditus 
homo ille (qutm Antichrifium •oocare foknt) in cujus 
fipnte contumeBa nctmn fizriptum t% ^^ Deus fuin, cfr* 
nure non pofTum,'^ £» temph Dti fedtt^ loDgi lat^uc 
dominasur. lb. . 

"^Hegis duem far iter exiftunt "^ Decern Ccrnua"^ 
Coirnufnt farnmkim^Qy^ hac piopheua apertius? 
p. 685. 

[;r] Matth, PAHiii, ad aniu ia5j. p. 874. cd« 
Watts, \6ip. 
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7* The XlVth century afibrds many wOmi 
thorities in pointy asnong which the im^ 
mortal name^ of Dante [jf} and Petrarch [2:} 

y] Pufgat. su 

{%] Epidoisruin find titulo Liber. t £p«xvi. p.ijO» 

Balil. i58i.-^Many flrokes in this epiiUe are, to the- 

laft degree, ievere and cauftic. Addifeiling himfelf ta 

Borne, '^ lUa equidem ip& es, fays he, quam in QHrttu 

lacer - vidit ETang^liib."-^PopiiH et gentes et lingua^ 

«qu» futit fuper qua» meretrix fedes ; recognoice habi- 

tunu Mulier circuiMdata pufpura, et coccino, «t ^in* 

aurata auro^ et lapide pretiofoy et margaritis^ habens 

poculum auxeum in hmu»u fukf plenum abominadone et 

immunditii femicationis Q«n«-^Aucti reliqua* Et ndi 

Itnquit) mulierenrebriam de (anguine iandorum^et d« 

Cuiguinc nuurtyrum }eiu» Quid files ? — And fo goes on 

lo apply the pcophecies of the Rerelationa to^d^ diuicH 

of Rcme, in terms that furnifli out a good comment osk 

the fimious Tcrfe in one of his poems-* 

Gia R^uoi, hor B0byl0mafdlfi I ria^^ 

Numberleft paflages in the wtiting^ of Petnotb 

Ijpeak of Rome, under the nzmt of Baiylon. But an 

equal ftrefs is not be kid on att of thefe. It fiiouM 

be remembered, thai the Popes, in Petnurch's time» 

refided at Avignon; greatly to the difparagement 

^ themfelves, as he thought, and eQiecially of Kerne ; 

of iHiich this fingular man was littte le& than idob* 

trous. The fituation of the places furrounded by wa* 

ters, and his fpknetic concern for the exiM Church 

(for under this idea^hepaiated to himfelf the BBpsTs 

. , f ar?» 
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are commonly cited. . Buc die example of 
our Wicklif^ who adorned that age^ is moft 
to our purpofe^ and may excufe the mention ' 
of any other. This extraordinary man faW 
far into a|l the abufes of bis time : bqt be 
had nothiiig more at heart, ibap to expof^ 
iSxtAiUkhfifiiamfm^tht Roman Pontif [^s:]* 
89 Stilly as the time9 grev^ n>ore en« 
It^tenedt the controverfy concerning An« 
tichrift became more general and import 
tant. The writings of Wicklif had great 

migration to the banks of Avignon) brought to his mind 
the coaditton of the Jewifti church in the Babylonian. 
captivity* And this ];>arallel was all, perhaps, that he 
meant to infinuate in moft of thofe pailages. Bur, 
when he applies the prophecies to Rome, as to the Afg» 
cafyptic Babylon (as he clearly does in the epiflle under 
confidemtion) his meaning is not eqnivocid$ an^ we 
d9 .b)m but juflic^ to give hii|i an honourable pl^ce 
among the Testes Veritatis, 

[a\ See the catalogue of his works in Cave's Hift* 
Lit* vol. ti. App. p. 6^ ; in which is the following 
took of Dialogues. Dialc^orum Hbrii{uatuor; quo- 
ruip-«^quartus Romance Ecclefise facramenta, ^'us pe(U« 
feram vocationem, A^tichristi regnITm, fratrum 
fhidulentam originem atque eorum hypocriiim, yana^ 
que noftio m^o feitu digoiffiitia, p^rArii^u 

T> 2 effefls 
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efiefts bo& sit hotne, and abroad; ahdF^ 
with other caufes contributed very much 
to the cultivation of free enquiry, and to 
the improvement pf ftll ufeful knowledge^ 
in the XVth teiitury. The church of 
Rome was puflied vigoroufly on all fides ; 
and, in her turn, omitted'^no means of felf* 
defence. That the worfi were not fcru- 
pled, may be feen by what pafled in Eng* 
land at that time, as well as by the fangui^ 
nary and faithlefs proceedings at the coun* 
cil of Conftance. Lord Cobham, and the 
two Bohemian martyrs^ were committed to 
the flames, for nothing fo much, as for af* 
fefting the impious doftrine, * That the 
Pope was Antichrift/ 

9. We now enter on the XVIth cen- 
tury ; diitinguifhed in the annals of man^ 
kind by that great event. The Reformation 
of long opprefled and much adulterated re^ 
ligtoth The Chriftian world had flumber* 
ed in its chains, for full ten ages. But Lf« 
bcrty came at laft— 

Libiriasy qu0fira tamtn refpinit i J^£RT£M« 

ThisL 
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This imporc^t work was begun, and 
profecuted, on the comtnon principle, Tha( 
the bllhop of Rome was Antichrift : and 
the great reparation from the church of 
Rome, was every where juftifi^d on the 
idea. That Rome w^s the Babylon of the 
Rt?e|atipns^ and that Chrifti^ns were 
bound by an exprefs command in thofe 
prophecies, to come out of her communion. 

(iCo X. was thunder-ftruck with thi$ 
cry, which relbijn^ed on all fide^ ; and, in 
the laft Lateran pouncil, gave it in charge 
to all preachers, that none of them (hould 
prefume to call the Pope, Antichrift, or to 
tre^t this obnoxious fubjeft in their dif- 
courfes to fhe people [^], ^qt his cdidt 
came too late. The qotiqn ha^l tak^n deep 
roQt in the minds of men j and the name 
of Antichriftj as appjied t() the Popp, w^ 
cji^rrent in ajl quarter;. 

[^] Mandantes omnibus, &c« — temfus quoquefn^xum 
futurorum malorumjvel As riCH'Risri advbntum*— 
fradkarcy vel affeftre^ nequaqucm frafwnM. BlK. 
Ppnc. LfUeratu y. fib LeonelL. Sejf, xu p. 632. 
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10. From this rime to the prefent^ the 
charge of AnticbriJUanifm againft the church 
of Rome is to be regarded^ not as the Ian- 
giilage of private men» or particular fynods ; 
but as the common v6ice of the whole 
Protcftant world : To that it will be need* 
kfs to bring down the hiftory of it any 
lower. . 

This deduction, though made with 
all poSible brevity, hath held us fo long, 
that I have but time for one or two (hort 
reflexions upon it. 

1. Pirftf It tnay feem probable ftbm the 
^gen^eral prevalence of diis opinion^ in all 
the periods of the Ghriftian churchy that it 
inuft needs have ^me iblid ground in tlie 
Scriptural prophecies : it not being other- 
wife conceivable^ that it ffaould (pread fo' 
fat^ and continue fo long; or that the 
more enlightened, ks weU as barbarous 
9ges Ihould concuif in the profeflion of 

it . 

2. Secondfy^ from the catalogue of il* 
luftrious ^ames. here produced^ and from 

the 
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the fingular ftrefs, which all Protcftttic 
f^hurches to this day have ever laid on thi« 
principle, we eaay fee the importance q£ 
the general queftion. The papal divines 
have^ an evident reafon for treating it witli 
contempt^ The men of thought and in- 
quiry, who fpeculate within the Romaa 
communion, may be rcftrained by confi- 
derations of fear or decency, from join- 
ing \jc] in this invidious charge againft the 

[c] M. d'Alembert, indeed, goes further. He y- 
^uaints us, that diis xi»»^e is now out of date, and 
^at nobody, either within or without the Romini com* 
fnuniaiXy niakes it any longer. For, fpeaking of a 
public infcription at Geneva, in which /ir F^ffe is caUed 
Aiitichrifty be ammadverts on this difgraceof that Pro^ 
tedaut ipeople, and Tery kindly fuggefts to them 'what 
their improved fentiments and language (hould fae on 
that fubje6t« As for the Catholics (fays he, ^txy gravely) 
tha Pope is r^arded hy them^ ^ the Head if the true 
Church : JSyJage and moderate FrotefiantSj^ he isfeen in the 
itght efafirvereign prince^ v^am they reJpeB^ though they 
do uotoh^ Him : Butyinan agt Hie tbisy he i s no longeh 
Aktichrist in the opiniok of anybopv. " Pour 
les Catholiques, le Pape eft le chef de la veritahfe 
,]^fe; pour les Protdhnts &ge8 ec illbdewes, c*eft un 
' Souverein qu*ib relpedtent comme Prince fans lui oheir i 
mats dans un JUcU ttl que mtre^ iltfefi plus VAntichrifi 
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head of their church* But for any, that 
profelsChriftianity, and call themfelves Fro- 
teftants, to make light of inquiries into the 
prophecies concerning Antichrift, and to 
nianifeft a fcorn of all attempts to apply 
them in the way, in which theyhave fo 
generally, and with fuch effeA been ap- 
plied, is a fort of conduct, which will not 
fo readily find an excufe, tpuch lei^a jufti- 
ficacion. 

3. Lajily^ whatever becomes of the truths 
or importance of the do£trine, the antiquity 
of it is not to be difputed. For we are 
authdrifed to affirm, on the moil certain 
grounds of hiftory, that a Roman power, 
commonly called Antichrjft, was expected 
to arife in the latter times^ by the primitive 
Chriftians; and that the Imperial^ was not 
deemed to be that power, fo long as it fub- 
fifted. It is, further, unqueftionable that 
not the Emperbr, but the Biihop or Church 

four ferfiju^ Encyclopedic, Art. Geneve,— If the 
prefent age Jbe^ here, wx\y chara^erized, it was high 
time, or rather h was tposlate, to found this Protefiapt 

X-cclurc. 
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of Rome, >vas afterwards thought entitled 
to the name of Antichrift by many perlbns 
of that communion, for feveral fuccefElve 
centuries, previous to the asra of the Rc-> 
formation. 

Thefe fa6ts (hould abate the wonder^ 
at leaft, which fome exprefs at hearing the 
names of the Pope land Anticbrijt pro^ 
nounced together. They muft furely con- 
vince evcry^man, that this language, what- 
ever foundation it may, or may not have, 
in the prophecies, is not taken up without 
precedents and authorities : and that the 
notion, conveyed by it, is not a conceit of 
yefterday, which fprung out of recent pre- 
judipes, and novel interpretations. This^ I 
fay, is a conclufion which every man* muft 
draw from the premifes, laid down in this 
difcourfe : and this^ for the prefent, is the 
main ufe I would requefl: you, to make of 
tbofe premifes* 
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SERMON VIII, 

IVgudicefr againft the Doarine of 
Anti^christ. 

I £p. John iL i8^ 
«^jff have beared J that Antkbrifi JhaU come. 

ON E <yF the princtpal pfejadices againft 
the doSirine <£ Andchiift, as i»det^ 
itood and applied by Prbteftant divines^ 
«rifes out iJi a circumftance^ which wais 
jtrft touched in the clofe of my laft di£* 
courfe, and is of importance enou^ to be 
now vefumed and more particularly con- 
'fidered. 

I. It is well known that, when the Re- 
formation was fet on foot in the fixteenth 
century, this great work was every where 
jufOficd and conduced on the general prin* 

ciple. 



pic, ** That the Pope, or at Icaft the church 
of Rome, was Antichrift/* 

*^ Now men of fenfe, i^ho havfc looked 
iio farther into the fubgeft, and yet re- 
member, as they eafity may, the bitter- 
nefs, the policy, the fraud, too comnxmly 
obfcrvable in the conduft of Veligious (as 
^F other) parties, eafily fall into the fufpi- 
cion. That tjiis cry of Andchrift was only 
an ardfice of the time, or at leafl: an extra«- 
vagance of it; when the minds of noen 
were intenfely heated againft each other, 
and when of courfe no arms would be re*- 
fufed, that might ferve to annoy or dif-* 
trcfs the enemy. 

In thefe circumftances, tt was natural 
enough, i^wtll be faid, for angry men to 
fie that in the prophecies which was not 
oootatned in them *, <)t for defigning men 
tofe^ that which thty did not fee ; in or- 
der the more effedually to carry on the 
caoie in which they had eoifbarked, and to 
ieduce the unwary multitude into thetit 
quarrel. In Ihort, the paffions of the Re- 
formed, 
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formed. It is readily prefumed, had, fome 
way or other^ conjured up this fpeftre of 
Antichrifl:, as a convenient engine, by 
which they;n[iight either gratify their own 
fpken, or excite that of the people ; the 
prophecies all the while being no further 
concerned in the queftion, than as they were 
wrefted for thefe purpofes (as they fre- 
quently have beqn, \^ like cafes) from their 
true and proper meaning/* 

To remove thij capital prejudice (which, 
more than ^ny other, hath, perhaps, divert? 
ed ferious men from giving a due attention 
to this argument) was the main purpofe of 
the preceding difcourfe ; in which it was 
clearly (hewn from hiftorical teftimony, 
that the queftion concerning Antichrift 
had its rife in the earliefl: times ; that the 
prophecies concernjpg Antichriftj thovigh 
imperfedly enough* undcrftood^ and, jt 
may be, palfio^ately applied, had yet beep 
confidered, very generally, as referring to 
foim corrupt Chrjftian and even ecclefialli- 
cal perfon or power \ and that many emi* 
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Aetit m^fnbers bf the Chrifti^n church had 
even applied thofe prophecies to the faf«€ 
peribn or power, to which Proteftants now 
apply them, and for the fame end, which 
Proteftants have in view, when they apply 
them to fuch perfon or power, for many 
fucceflive centuries, before the Reformation 
began. From all which it is undeniable^ 
that the Reformers did not innovate in the 
interpretation of the prophecies concerning 
Antichrift; and that their application of 
them to the fee of Rome, was not a con- 
trivance, which fprung out of the paffionate 
refentments, or interefted policies of thaic 
time. 

It is true indeed (for the truth Ihoiild 
not, and needs not be concealed) that the 
Reformers w^re forward enough to lay 
hold on this deceived fenfe of the prophe- 
cies, and to make their iitmoft advantage 
of it; the account of which matter is, 
briefly, this: The Chriftian church had 
now for m^ny ages been held together ioi^ 
a clofe dependence on the chair of Str 

Peter ; 
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Peter; andtofecure and perpetuate that 
dependence, was the principal objed and 
concern of the papal court. Various means 
were employed for this purpofe : but (the 
moit effe&ual was thought to be, to in- 
culcate in the ftrongeft terms on the minds 
of Chriitians the ahfolute necefllty of com- 
municating With the Bifixop of Rome» as 
the centre of unity, and, by divine ap^ 
jpointment, the fupreme vifible head of the* 
Chriftian world. Hence,^ to renounce in 
any degree the authority and jurifdi£tion 
of Rome, was deemed the mod inexpiable 
of all Gns. The name of Schism was 
fattened' upon it; a name, which was 
founded higher than that of Herefy itfelf, 
as implying in it the accumulated guilt 
of Apollacy, and Infidelity. The way of 
heaven was (hut againft all ofienders of thiis 
fort; and, to make their condition as 
miferabie, as it was hopelefs, all the en- 
gines of perfecution, fuch as racks, fires, 
gibbets, inquifitions, and even Crufades, 
had been employed againft .them : as was 

feeh 
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jfeen in the cafe of the Albigenfes aod 
others, who, at different times, had at** 
tempted to with^baw themfelves from tho 
papal dominioii. 

Such was the date of things, when tl^e 
bold fpirit of Luther refolved, at a^ 
adventures, to l»reak through this inve*^ 
terate fervitude [^}, fo dextroufly impofed 
on the Chriftian world, under the pre- 
tence, and in the name, of ecck&^ical 
union. Yet the peril q£ the attempt was 
fa^ty fqrefeen, or was ^efently felt. And, 
therefore, the Reformers (to prc^veot the 
31 effefts which the dreadful name of 
Schifm might have on themfelves and their 
caufe, and to latisfy at once their own 
confciences and thofe of their adheients) 
oot only revived and enforced the old 
charge of Anikbriftianifm againft the church 
of Rome ; but further infifted (on the au-^ 
thority of thofe prophecies which juftified 

[a\ Rompons leurs liens, dit 11, et rejet^ons leur 
jb\]g de delTus nos tites. BoJJifet^ H. F. 1. i, c. 26. 

the 
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diecbarge) that Chriftians were bound iii 
Gonfcience^ by the moft expre& coiiunand^ 
to break all communion with her. Thd 
expedient, one fees, was well calculated 
to ferve the purpofe in hand : but ((ill the 
tomamand was truly and pertinently alledg- ' 
ed ; for it exifts ii^ fo many words (how* 
ever the blindne(s or the bigotry of former 
times had overlooked it) in the book of the 
Rivelatimi [^]. So that whoever adnritted 
the charge itfelf to be well founded, could 
hot rejeft this confequence of it. That Chrift. 
and Antichrift had no fellowihip with each 
other. And on this pc^ular ground, chief- 
ly, the Proteftant caufe^ in > thofe early 
times, was upheld ; with iK> fmall advantage 
to the patrons of it ; it being now clear^ 
that the invidious intputation of Schifin 
ibad loft its malignity in the general obli** 
gation^ which lay upon Chriftians, to ie« 
nounce all communion with the church of 
Rome. 

[^J Came out ofher^ m^ p^opky that ye he notfartak^s 
of her finsy and that ye receive not of her plaguesm Rcr. 

This 
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This being the true account of that ze^U 
with which the dodhine of Antlchrift was 
aflfcrted in the days of Reformationy lee 
us fee how the cafe (lands at prefent; 
and whethei* ahv reafonable prejudice lies 
agitinft the dbarihe itfelf^ from the ufes^ 
that were then fo happiljl^ made of it. 

In the firft place. The injun&ion, to 
cthne out of ber^ was, as 1 obfcrved, not 
forged by the Reformers ; nor (admitting 
that church to be ' Antichriilian) was it 
Biifreprefented by thenl. Every readier of 
the pfophecies muft confefs, that the com- 
mand is clearly delivered, and that the fenfe 
of it is not miftaken. How ^ ferviceable 
Ibever^ therefore, this topic was to the 
caufe of reformation, it is not^ on that ac- 
count, to be the lefs efleemed by the ju(t 
and candid inquirer. 

In the next place, I will freely admlr, 
that the dread^ in which mod men, if not 
all men[^], of that time^ were held, cdF.in* 

[r] II [Luther] condamnoit les Bohemiens qui sVcot^ 
cnt fepaiez de notre communion, et proteftoit qu^il ne 
lui anriveroit jamais de tomber dans un/embhhUSchiJki^ 

Vol. II. E curring 
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curring the imputation of Schifoir was 
much greater, dian the occafion required^ 
and^ uppn the whole, a fort of paaic terror. 
For^ though a caufisleis leparation from 
the church would indeed have k>aded the 
llefoFmers with muck and real guik, ye^ 
when the abuiibs of it had riien to thair 
height as t^ reduce an honefi man to the 
aherfiative, either of committing fin^ ov 
of leavbg its commuaioiv they might 
welt have nullified themfelves on the evi^ 
&nt neceflity of the thing, and had no heed 
of a pofitive commaad to authorize theif 
Reparation. AU this is, now^ clearly feen i 
^ud if the firib Refprmefs did not fee thui^ 



Bofflietf Hift. des Farina, hi. p. 21. Par. 1740. And 
svgaln> p« 28 ;- Apres, dit-il £LutherJ que j'cus fur- 
mome tous les ftrgumetis qu'on propoibit, U en teftort 
vn deniier qu*a peine ]e pus funnonter par le iecoUn de. 
Jefus Chrift avec une extreme difficult! et beaitoup 
d'angoiile; ef]fi ^il faUoit icoukv J^EgUJe.'^^XLtfoeit 
for whkt purpofe M. Bolluet quotes thefe paffages, and 
o(her» of the £utie kind, fix>m the writings of Luther.. 
Howeter^ they (hew very clearly how deep an impieffion:< 
die idea of Schifm had made oa the mind even ofthis 
intrepid Reformer* 

much 
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ihUch (ds very probably they did not) all 
that follows^ is« That the dodtrine of Ami- 
chrift, from which that command derived 
its eflfed, Was lefs neceffary to their caufe» 
than they fuppofed it to be ; Hof^ that the 
dodbrine itfelf is without authority^ or tht 
command without obligation. 

Ladly, I obferve^ that^ though the vh' 
imcts of the time might force the Re« 
formers to take flielter in this do£irine of 
Antichrid^ and though the pnjndices of the 
time might induce them to take the ad- 
vantage^ they did, of it ; yet, neither^ erf 
thefe conliderations affords any jufl: pr«« 
fumptioii againft the dodrine, as it lies in 
fcnpture^ and is enforced by us at this tiiiie 
tmt of it ; becauie we argue, not from their 
authority, but from the prophecies them* 
felves ; which are much better underftood 
by us ; than they were by them ; and am 
fiill maintained to fpeak the fenfe, which 
they put .upon them, I mean with refpe^ 
to the general application of them to 
the church of Rome, though we have no- 

E 2 thing 
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thing to apprehend either from the power 
of that church, or from the prejudices of 
the people. 

Let no man, therefore^ rafhly conchide» 
from the free ufe made of this dodrine by 
our old Reformers (and there is fcarce one 
of them that has not left behind him a 
trad or difcourfe on Antichrift) that it hath 
no better or other foundation, than in their 
interefts or paflions. A reafonable man 
fees, that it has no dependance at all upoa 
them. That Luther, indeed, heated in 
the controvcrfy with the church of Rome> 
and fmoaking, as I may fay, from the re- 
cent blad of the papal thunders, fhould 
cry out. Antichrist [^], fhall pafs, if you 
will, for a fally of rage and defperation [e]. 
But that we, at this day, who revolve the 
prophecies at our eaie, and are in little 
more dread of modern Rome, than of 

[d^ Contra Buttam jintichrlfii-^^i traft of Lutherrjb 
called, againft the Bull of Leo X, 

[e\ Luther reconnoit apres^ la rupture ouverte, que 
4ans les-rcommencemens il ctoit confrfu au Jefejfoir"^ 

antient 
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antient Babylon, fhould ftill find the rc- 
iemblanoe fo ftriking as to fall upon the. 
fame idea; and (hould even be driven 
^ainft the ftrong bias of prejudice (which 
with us» in England, for above a century 
paft» has drawn the other way) to adopt 
the language of our great Reformer ; this, 
I fay, is a confideration of another fort^ and 
will not be put off fo (lightly. 
' Still, there are other prejudices, which 
oppolie themfelves to this great Proteftant 
principle, ^bat ibe Pope is AntUbrift : and 
thefe, it will not be befide the purpofe of 
this Le^re to confiden It may, then, be 
&id^ 

n. ^* That, aldiough there be not the 
fame evident neceflity for bringing this 
odiqus charge againft the Papacy, as there 
was formerly in the infancy pf Reformation, 
yet obvious reafons are not wanting, which 
may poffibly induce the Proteftant churches 
of our times to repeat and inforce it. So 
Jong a$ the feparation is kept up, the parti- 
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zans of the caufe will not fcruple to lay 
bold on every popular topic^ by ^hkh it 
tnay be promoted. But an iU name, is the 
readieft of all expedients, and generally the 
moft eSedual^ for this fervice. And as 
Heretic is the term in ufe, ^hen t^9 
church of RoQie would difcredit the Re* 
formation } ib, Anticbrijt ierves juCk a» 
welly in the mouth of a Proteftant, to dif» 
grace the Catholic party. Hencci the 
people are grati^ed in a low fpite againib 
the perfon of the Pope *. the better fort aircr 
confirmt^d in their religious or politic avep« 
fion to the church of Rome ; and Princes 
themfclves are incited to come in aid of 
the pppheciesy by turning their arms and 
CQi^ncils agaio(t a godlefs antichriftian 
tyranpy : knd all this, to the ruin of 
pi4>)ic peace^ and in defiance of Chriftian 
charity.? 

Wh^n men declaimj inftead of argu- 
ing, or, what is worfe, when they ai^ue 
from their fufpicions only, it may not 
be eafy to give them an anfwer to their 

fetlfl 



ikfslafdoiu Otherwife, one might re- 
ply. 

Firft^ That xttt <|ue{tion k not, vfhit 

ufe has been, or may be, made of this 
dodrine concerning Antichrift^ but whe«* 
ther there be reafon to believe that fuch 
do6lrine is really contained in facred 
Ibripture. If there be, it wi)i become us 
to treat it with refpefb, bow much foever 
it may hav« been mifapplied, or per- 
verted. 

In xht next ptace^ one might obferve tliaf 
no man, who underftood the fiate of this 
controverfy, ever applied the prophecies 
concerning Antichrift to the per/on of the 
Pope, but in general to the church of Rotne, 
or rather to tbe Anrichriftian fpirit, by 
wWch it is governed; or, if to the Pope, w 
him only as reprdenting that fociety, of 
which he is the head : and fo far only> as 
, he afted in the fpirit of it. And there is 
nothing firange or unufual in this ufe of 
the term* When Hobbes wrote hfe famous 
book, called Lbviathah (a word, now 
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at leaft, of almoft as ill ^quikJ^ as Aoti? 
chrift itfelf) no man fuppofes, that Jie 
meant to apply this chara£ter^ exdtifivdy, 
to the.perfon of any prince, then livbg; 
but, in general, to civil govermfuni^ ac- 
f:ording to the jide^s he had farmed of ft. 
And this way of (peaking, as I have before 
obferved, is efpecially familiar to the fsicred 
writers. M^ny of the Pppes are U^A to 
have been, and, fpr ^ny ihipg I kopw, 
nay have been. Saints^ in their private mp« 
rals : fo that when we apply the term, 
Antichrift, to them, we do not mean V> 
^igmatize their ptrjpns^ but merely to ex* 
prefs the fcpfe which the prophecies lead 
ys to . entertain of the conlmunion, over 
which they prelide; though they may not 
exemplify in their own conduft, or not 
ip any remarkable degree, the avowed priii* 
pipies of that comipunjpn. 

Conceive, therefore, with more refpe& 
of Proteftant divines, lyhen they explain 
and vindicate th<3 prop^iecies concerning 
ABtichrift, than to fpppofe^ that they in« 
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dulge in themfelveS) or would encourage 
m others, a hwfpite againfi ibi ferfon of tbe 
i^oman Pontif. 

Thirdly^ It is to ht obferv^d, tha^ 
^though this prophetic language may tend 
to confirm Proteftants in a rdipous^ or^ if 
you willy polUic averfion to the church of 
Rmne ; yet it is not therefore to be forbbrn^ 
if the fcriptuies do, indeed, authorize the 
ufe of it; nor is there any, hurt done, if 
the principles of that church be not mi£r 
reprefentedi for then, fuch averfion be« 
comes the wifdom and the duty of all 
Chriftians. Befides, this averfion proceeds 
no farther in well-informed Proteftants, 
than to keep dicm at diftance from the 
Komiih communion, and to admoniih 
others or their obligation to forfake it. 
^nd, if the members, above all, if the 
fulers^ of that communi(Hi would reftr^ 
their zeal within the fame bounds (though 
they would not, we fay, be equally jufii« 
fied in this zeal) ndtber public peace, nor 
Chriftian charity, would fufier by lU 
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LaJHy^ it fhould be remembered, That, 
when the prophecies foretel the downfal 
of Antichrift, and even go fo far as to point 
. out to us the princes of that communion^ 
as the deftined inftruments of fuch cataf- 
trophe ; yet neither is hereby any duty im* 
pofed on thofc princes to make war upon 
the Pope, nor any encouragement given to 
Proteftants thehifelves to concur in any 
filch mcafurcs. For the prophcti fimply 
predid an event % and 60 not deliver in 
their predidlibn, or propofe to deliver, 
rules for our conduA. Our Saviour himf^ 
felf, fpcaking by the fpirit, and in the 
language of prophecy, faid-^7 come not /t 
fend peace on earthy hut afford. But will 
>iny man fuppofe that this predidion jufti- 
fics, or waife meant in any degree to juftlfy, 
th^t ftaite of things, which ic dcfcribcs, and 
which the author pf it forefaw would 
too certainly come to pafs ? Nor think, that 
the event predided, I mean, the fall of 
Anticbrifty will not take place, unlefs our 
invcftives, or hoftile attempts, make way 

for 
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|br k. If the prttdi£lion be diTine» thire is 
<)nb^ who will fee that it be accomplHhed. 
Princes and States may have nothing lefa 
in view than to fulfil the prc^hecics di fa* 
cred Scripture : yet, when the appointed 
time is come, they will certainly fulfil 
them, though they never thought of eoming 
in aid of the prophecies — though we Ihould 
not encourage them in any fuch prefumptu- 
pus defign — nay, though we (hould dp our 
ptmoft, as it is our duty to do, to reftrain 
yindidlive and ill-advifed men from turning 
their arms even againft Antichrtft himfelf, 
for the fake of religion* 

This topic, I know, is much laboured 
by the advocates of the papal caufe, in 
order to throw difgrace on Proteftant 
ijirriters, whom they confider as fo many 
incendiaries, wickedly attempting to fpread 
the flames of war through Chriftian focie« 
ties. There might by a time when, in the 
cafe of ibme few men, tranfported by 
jpaffion, becaufe outrageoufly opprefled, 
there wa^, perliaps, foqie colour for this 

charge. 
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<h9X^. But to perfift in it» as they fiill 
do» only ihews that they neither conceive 
with due reverence of divbe jMrophecy, 
nor do juftice to that fpirit of toleration 
1^ which the Proteft^nt churches, at leaft 
of our days^ are fo eminently diftin- 
guifiied. 

IIL ** A third prejudice, which operates 
in the minds of many perfons agsunft the 
prbciple under confideration, arifes from 
the difagreeing opinions of learned men 
concerning the fenfe and application of the 
prophecies 5 while npc only the papal Di- 
vines, but many writers of note even 
among ourfelves, have ftrenuoufly main** 
tained that the church of Rome is no way 
concerned in the prediftiops concerning 
Antichrift.'' 

To obviate this prejudice, I obJfcrve, . 

I. That arguments from authority, in 
all cafes where reafon and good fenfe mull 
finally decide, are very little to be regarded. 
Shew me the queftion in religion, or even 
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in common morals, about which leamea 
men have not difagrecd ; nay, (hew me a 
(ingk text of fcripture, though ever fo 
plain . and prccife, which the perverfeneft 
or ingenuity of interpreters has not drav^ii 
into difierent, and often contrary meanings. 
What then (hall we conclude ? That there 
is no truth in religion, no certainty in 
morals, no authority in facred fcripture? 
If fuch conclufions, as thefe, be carried 
to their utmoft length, in what elle can 
they terminate, butabiblute univerfal fcepti- 
cifm? 

2. I obferve- that this authority, after 
all, whatever weight we may, in the ge- 
neral, fuppofe it to have, is, in the prefenc 
cafe, no great matter ; for it is, in effeS, 
but the authority of one man, whofe 
eminent worth, however, and luftrc of 
reputation, made it current with ibme 
others. 

The chara^er of Hvco Gkotivs ii 
well known. He is juftly efteemed among 
the ^ableft and moft learned men of an age, 

that 
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that abounded in ability and learning. B6» 
fides bis other (hining talents, his 9it* 
quaintance with hiftory was extenfive ; and 
bis knowledge of fcripture, profound* And 
yet^ with two fuch requifites for untocking 
the true fenfe of the prophetic writings^ this 
excellent man undertook to prove in formi 
^hat the Pdpe was notAnticbrifi. 

The account of this mifchancey is as 
extraordinary, as the mifchance itfelf. The 
moral qualities of Grotius were ftill mom 
admirable, than his intelledtual : and iti 
thefe qualities, we Ihall find the true fpring 
of his unhappy and mifapplied pains on the 
iubjeA before us. 

He was in his own nature jud, candid, 
benevolent, to a fupreme degree ; and the 
eatperience of an aftive turbulent life bad 
but fortified him the more in a love of thefe 
|>acific virtues. He was^ on principle, it 
fincere and zealous Chriftian % and confe- 
quently imprefled with a due fehfe of tha£ 
exalted charity^ which is the charafleriftic 
of that religion : but he had ieen and feh 

much 



jnuch c^ jthe mifcbiefs, wluch proceed 
from theological quarrels : aa4 thus every 
thing concurred to make hitn a friend to 
peace, and, above all^ to peace amohg 
Chriflians. 

An union of the Catholic atid Proteftant 
churches feemed ' neceffary to this end : 
and the aj^arent pandlour, whether real or 
affe6ted» of fome learned perfons, v/hom 
he had long known and valued in the 
church of Rome, drew him into the be- 
lief, that fuch a project was not impradi- 
cable. Henceforth, it. became the ruling 
objeft of his life ; and, permitting hirtifelf 
too eafiljr to conclude, that the.Proteftant 

ft 

doftrine of Antichrift was the fole, or 
principal obftrudion to the union defired^ 
he bent all the efforts of his wit and leaf n« 
ing to difcredit and averthrow that doC- 

« 

irine. 

Thus, was this virtuous man betrayed 
by the wtfdom and equity of hds own cha- 
rafter; and I know not if the obfervation 
of the moral poet can be ib |uftly applied 

^anyothejr— ' j^^^. 
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In(ani iapiens nomen ferat, asqiius- iniqui, 
Ultra quam fads efl^ virtutem fi petat ipfam [/ J. 

The iflue of his general fcheme was 
what might eafily be forefeen : and of his 
argumentSy I (hall only fay thus much^ That 
the Romifli writers themfelves^ for whofe 
u(e they might feem to be invented, though 
they continue to obje6t his name to us, 
are too wife to venture the ftrefs of thar 
caufe upon them. 

To conclude this head of authorityj let 
me juft obferve, 

3* In the laft place, that, if any regard 
be due to it, the advantage will clearly b^ 
on our fide« Fpr, though the name of 
Grotius made an imprefllon on fome Pro* 
teftant interpreters^ of fcripture, not incon- 
fiderable for their parts and learnings yet^ 
when the grounds of his opinion came to 
be examined, the moft and the ableft of 
them have generally declared againft him : 
and among theii^ let it be no pflfenfe to 

[/) Hot, I Ep. Tj; t^. 
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ih* manes of this grefiit [f ] ^nan, if we par- 
ticplarly mentiop two, and prefer even 
io his authority that of Newton and Clarke; 
^he ohe, the ^bleft phjlofopher^ and the 
other, the copleft and moft rational divine^ 
that any age has produced. 

*. I V( *^ Another; and feurtk prej*}diee may 
liSiiee bieen entertained on this fubjed from 
bbferving that many curious perfohs, who 
havf einplpyed chemfeve^ much and long 
in the ftudy of the propl^ecies, elpecially 
^ thofe toufceriiing Antichriftj havis been 
ted , (on their autlv^rity, as they pretend) 
ta nx the time and other circumftances of 
* jgreat events^ wh^h yet have hot fallen out 
'^g^cQab^e to their expe^ations. Whence 
it is inliBrred, that lio felid information can 

{^] Grradmwas in6re tHaii fl gtta^ lie Was a fa(|Moa« 
tble mat. No wbuder therefore thiit; ticriler tile in* 
fluenceof^vro fiich prejudices, his opinions fiiould iindf 
foUowerK; whkh^dieywooiafcaiteh^fotiKttvith 
^s, if the poetical ilate f>f 'diat wxic h|ul not l^eeai% 
/A»ra/ prejudice In tfac^ fikvour. Sse ^ B^lta^ «f 
Obucefter's Sermon, On the rift rfAi^^Jh- . 
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be derived froth tlie ^copbeckss, tM thit 
bll our realbnings c^oh tkem aft lid bstisfet 
than fancy and conjefture.'* 

Now, thou^ the indifcretion of thelfe 
turious perfons, who would* needs prophecy 
when their buiitjcfe was only to iftteP- 
pret {¥\y be injurious enough to their ow» 
eharafter^ I do not fee how it affSSlfs khat 
of the prophets -, unlefs whatevfer ttifty bfe 
abufed (as every thing may) be anfwdraMb 
lor the abufes rhade of it» But te l^fXf 
more diredly to this charge. 
' TThc ill foccefs of *nieri in teiEp}Mhii% 
prophecies of events, not yet come to paS, 
can in no d^ee diicr^t thofe pibpffedSi, 
lanlefs it be eflential to this fort bf ^ev6la- 
lion to be ib clearly propofed^ as ^t It 
'indy and muft be pcrfeaiy umlerltood, be* 
fore thofe events happen •, the contrary of 
whicb I have already fhewn> ia*a pj;ecedii^ 

\b^ ^ The folly of iDterpreten his bcciiy fxykftt^ 
^ tel dmes and thin^ i>y this .praph«qr, m ifOodt 
^ 4^€gn,cd ta make tkcm prophets. ' &> /• MtiNk% 
p.^5i« • . 
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(iifcour&. Tbe very idea of prophecy is 
that of a light ftnmng in a dark place : and 
a place is not dark^ if we have light enough 
IP difcerh diftin&ly and fully every remote 
com^ofit. But the thing fpealcs ufelf. 
For to what end is the pnedidion delivered 
in obfcHire and enigmatic terms^ if the pur- 
pofe of the infpirer was that the fubje^ft of 
the pQsdifftion (hould be immediately^ and 
ifi jail its circumftancesy preq^fcly appro- 
beaded? Why^ then^ is any difiiQ^ion 
mftde between Ffophecy, and .Hiftoryj? 
The modp of wrifing cl^riy dcmofiftrftte^, 
;lb»{ fof^tbingt for a time at le^, was 
4»$$Dt to be coniQcajed from us : ^nd thei), 
-^ ^fiwrwltt fttt^oipt^ out of feafonj to pene- 
trate this myftery, what wonder if miilake 
be the fruit of their prefumption ? 
- Ag^ : the declared end of prophecy is, 
not that we may be enabled ]by it to fore- 
fee things bi^fore they come to pa6> Jbitf 
Tx^n they iS9n»e to pafs, tbat m^ m«f 
acknowledge the divine author of .the pro- 
'f*hepyj;f]. What ^iftonouri thiati,'cti)^ jit 

. jf'] ** God gave ihis, and the prophecies of the Old 

Fa be 
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be to die prophet, that he is not perfe£i)]r 
iinderfto^, tiU we be expefted to make 
ufe of his informaticMn ? Nay, in the cafe 
before us, it would dilhonour him, if.be 
was/ For, of the prophecies concerning 
Antichrift we are exprdsly told, that they 
are Jbut up and feakd, till the time of the 
end I that is, till Time brings the key 
along with him* So that, if men could 
open them^ by their own wit and iagacity 
only, they would give the lye to the pro* 
pbet. And thus we fee, that the very 
miftakes of interpreters attempting pre* 
maturely to unfold the feakd prophecies 
concerning Antichrift, far from fubvert* 
^& fupport tKe credit of thofe prophe« 
ciei[*]. 

*^ TefiaineiiV not t<> gratl^ fheh^s ciiiiofiues by ena* 
" bling them to foreknow things ; but.that, after they 
^ were fuIfiUed, they might be interpreted by the 
^ event ; ancthir ownprovidence, not die tntepretei^s, 
^ be tfaeh mttiifefted thereby to the worM,"* SirL 

. JMtfiff^ p, aj'i. 

P} ^ Tis a pan of this prtfpliecy^that it fliouU&oc 

^ It UAderfbod' before tb^ hlF ag^ of the wotU } atd 

/ But 
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. But I have fomethiog more to fay on 
this fubjed. Though wc cannot fee every 
thing in the prophecies, which we are 
impatient to fee, it is not to be fuppofe4 
chat we cat{ fctip nothing in them. If this 
were the cafe, we fliould fcarce mgard them 
as prophecies at all; at kaft, we (hould 
hardly bp prevailed upon to read and con* 
fider them. For, it is pn the fuppofitioa 
that fome light is cocnmuoicatfsd to us, that 
vearedifpofed, as well as required, tp uk^ 
beed to it. In Ihort, if we faw nothing, 
we ihould expeA nothing : fuch pror 
jphecigs would not engage our curiolity, 
or fo much a^ take our atteptjon* In on^ 
word, they would be utterly loft upon us. 
This feems to have been, in ibme meai* 
fure, the c^fe with regard to this very 
Jbook of the Revelations. The early 
Chriftian^ i^w fo litde in this prophecy, 
that they were |ed by degrees to negleft 
thP ftudy o^ it* Qtherwife, the little 

** therefore tt makes for the' credit of the prophecy^ 
4* that it isaotyet uaderflcKxl.'* Sir I^Ifcvit^fh p* H^* 

F I the^ 



they did fee » might have given thtm- a 
glimpfe, at kaft, of many things, that 
intimately concerned both their faith and 
conduft. 

It being thtn neceffary^, as I ftid^ that 
pix>phecy ihould, from the fir ft, cbavef 
ibme light to Us, and tidie having qqit 
very much increafed that tigjht, it fid- 
lows, that men may excufcably cftiptof 
themfelves in ftudying and concetsi^ac^ 
ing even unfulfilled p^pheci^s; Ttiiy 
may conjefture modcftly of poi^ Wftkft 
time has not yet revealed : but tiwy ftbuld^ 
in no cafe, pronounce confidently, or de? 
cide dogmaticaHy upon tjietir. 

It feems therefore to be going ifoo fUt^ 
lb pafs an indifcriminate ■ cefrfbtc oiil all 
thofe, who have propofcd their tteughti 
cm the fehfe of prophecies, not ytt -coifh 
pitted, though if be tVer fo elear thai: 
a wrong conftruftibn has been made of 
them. Nay, it is worth conflderihg wlie- 
ther they may not eveq have coqjedured 
right, when tbejr have been thought to 

miftakc 
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mi&sk^ th^ moft widely. I fay this^ 
ichiefiy, with regard to the timCy which 
jipme wiiter^ have beforehand afligned for 
the accocnpUfliiqent of certain prophecies^ 
j|^ th^t, on principles apparently con- 
^ned in thofe prophecies -^ but fo imhap- 
^ily, as to draw much icorn and ridicuk 
upon themfelves. 

. I «xpl^ iivyfe]f by a fiamous inftance. 
Nothing has been more cenlured isx Pro* 
feftant divines, than their temerity in 6x7 
iHg the fall €f MUchrifi ^ (hough tbeic ore 
ffrts^ 4^ta in the pr<^hecies, j&om which 
yery probable conclufians on that fubjeft 
ni^y be drawn. Experience, it is faid, 
CQHtradi^s their calculation* But it i^ 
japt coniider^d^ that the faU of Antichrift^ 
^. not ajmgle iv^ns^ to happen aU at once ^ 
]»ut aftat€ pf things y to continue th]x>ugh a 
jpBg tra£t of time, and to be ^gradually 
accomplilhed. Hence^ the interpretation 
cf the prophecy might be rightly formed, 
•ifhoogh the expeftadons of twXj^ men f re 
^appointed, 

V 4 i^ 
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\t is ^ifible^ I fuppoicy tbat the papal 
power (if we agree to call that, Jtnticbr0^ 
is'now on the decline; whenlbever that 
deqlenfioh began,' or how long foever it 
inay be, before it will be fihifhed/ And 
therefore interpreters may have aimed 
irighl, though they feemed ' to otlMrs, and 
perhaps. to themfelves, to be miftaken. '".' 
' SUppofe,' the ruin b( the Weftern ^n-f 
pirc had been the fubjcft of a predict 
tioh, and Ibme had collected, beforehand, 
from the terms of the prophecy, that 
it would happen at z particular time; 
when yet nothing mortf, in faft, cam6 
tp jpafs, than the firji irruption of the bar^ 
^tardus nations. Would it be certain that 
this colle£tioh was groundlefs and ill 
made, ' iDecaufe the empire fubfifted iii 
k %66dh degree of iigouf for fome centu- 
ries after ? Might' it not be faid, thai 
the^ empire was fdUng [/j from that aera, 

[/], St. Jerom* who lived in this time^ (peaks lA the 
Tery terms, He^ fuppofed, Rpnrnnm 9fhis hhit* Ef. iii* 
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cr perhaps before \ tbough, in the event, it 
fill not, till its fovereignty was ihaken \ff, 
the rude hands of Attila, or rather, till it 
was laid flat by the well-direAol force of 
Theodoric ? j 

But we have an inftance in point, Jte« 
corded in facred fcripture. It had been 
gathered from the old prophecies \m\ that, 
in the laft times (that is, when the Meffiah 
was come), a new earth and new heavens 
Jbould be created. The ftyle is fymbolical % 
but the meaning is, and was fo underftood 
to be, that a new Law (hould be given to 
mafikkid and prevail over the whole world. 
This Law was accordingly promulged and 
began to prevail in the days of the Apoftles* 
Yet there were fome who faid, Where is tkf 
promife of his coming? for^Jince the fathers 
fell afleep^ all things continue as tb^ were 
from the creation of the worlds It waa takeio 
for granted, we fee, that this great aeid 
glorious work, equivalent to the produQ* 
don of g, new world, would takf pl^cp 

[m} ]£u« ]2(Y. i7««-a IVt. ill. 4. i> 
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fisddmly and at once ; ^rhich not being the 
cafe, it feemed to follow, that the prophet 
cies were faife, or at kaft ill underftoods 
vhen yet, lurely, they were then AilfllUng 
under the eyes of thefe /coffers. 

It w)U be coofidered, how £»r tfaefe 
hints may go towards refeuing ibme w^ 
ipe&abk imerpreter^ (for I fpeak only o|' 
fiidi)from that contempt, whk:h has f^Ueii 
upon thoati^ and, from them, on the pro^ 
pheciei tbemfelves, for fome hazardous 
conchifioos, or (if you will) predidioQS^ 
Ibraoed and given out by them, concernr 
angtbe reigfi aaad fall of Antichrift. My 
OKsaiiiog*. bowf^ver, is inot to make my£elf 
id{Km&ble for thefe cofiicltifions. They 
may n« be rightly drawn from the pnp*' 
tnifes, laid down ; or the premifea may b$ 
lfecii,>rhat ^e prcdie date of thofe iranf- 
iifHons cannot be detecmined frcra them^ 
«8 leaft, not, till the feene yoE prophecy be 
dfdfed, or, in fihe propdaetic language, iiU 
4ht mjfiery af Gad h fimjhtd \n\ In the 

\n\ Rex. X, 7. 

mean 
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smui time, it is not dear and 
that there is no ground at all for focit 
conje£bzres : ofy if it were, it would onlf 
follow 'that they, who made them, bad 
been ndh and indifaTet in commeodng tooi 
minutely and confident^ on prophedea 
unfulfilled \ and k would be weak, ^ vm 
have feen^ to contract a prejudice agdnfl: 
the fubjeft itfelf from the miftakea of fuch 
commentators* 

y. After all^ the main and mafter pre- 
judice, I doubt, is, that levity of mind 
which difpofes too many to take their 
notions on this, and other fubjefls of mo« 
ment, from certain polite and popular, it 
may be, but frivolous and libertine writers \ 
men, who have no religion, or not enough 
to venerate the prophetic fcriptures ; who 
have no knowledge, or certainly not enough 
to underftand them. 

But with fuch cavillers, as theie, I have 
110 tsoncern ; this Ledure, and the fubjeft 
f>f it, being addreOed to men of another 

character. 
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cbara&er, td fair^ candid, fober, and tni: 
%fatemd inquirers, ODly i For fo the in* 
fpired perfbn, .who 6rft a|inounce4 theib 
wonders concerning Antichrift, to mani* 
kind, eicpreisly declares^ or rather prophet 
fies— iViffur of the nmckeiJbaU unifrfiani; 
hit TfiS wiS£ Jball wtderftand{o]. 

{o] Daniel zii« io« 
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The Prophetic Style confidere«L 



EzEKiBi. XX. 49. - 

1 

.m^^h^ faj of na, Di?tb be mt^ff^A 

Parables? 

IN Fecounting the various prejudko^ 
which have diverted many perlbns^ from 
giving a due attention to the prophecies 
concerning Antichrift» Imay. be thought 
to have overlooked one of the mcA c6n0- 
derable : .which arifeth from the peculiar 
fiyle^ in wbicb they are delivered. But this 
being a fubjeft of larger compafs, and aicef 
inquiry, than the reft, (in which, too^the 
credit of all the prophetic fcriptures, as 
W«ll zi thoie refpefting Antichrifl^ i^ con^ 

ceroed) 
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cerned) I have purpofely referved it for a 
diftiflft aiyi feparate examination* 

Without doubt, a plsun man, brought 
up in our cuftoms and notions, and unac- 
quainted with theological ftudiesj when he 
firft turns himfelf to the contemplation of 
the Jewilh and Chriftian prophecies^ will 
be furprifed, perhaps difgufted, to find^ 
that he underftands little, or nothing of 
then). His modejty ^may inclme him to 
think, that fuch writings are too myfleri'- 
ous for his comprehenfion : or^ his laTdnefs 
and prefumpion may difpofe faim ib rcjoft 
diem, at once^ as pei^eftly tmintdligible y 
to coitifider the language of them, as a 
^jargon, to which no ideas are annexed; 
or, aft lead', as a kind of cypher, of fo wikj 
smd fanatical a texture, that no clear and 
certain conftru6tion can be made of i%* 

Now, this prejudice, whichever way It 
'points, win be obviated, if it can be fhewi)^ 

J. That the prophetic (tylt^ds of com* 
mm and approved ufe, in the times^ when 

th« 
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the ptbphigdes wen^ delivered^ add KfMng 

Aftd 

2. That this ftyte, how dark or fand^ 
fol foever k may appear, is yet re^^^k i^ 
¥utey that \% is conftrufted on fach princi^ 
pleij ai hikkc it the fubjeft of juft criticifrft 
land ^dfonaWe iattrpretation \ and, in par^ 
licular, to us, at this day. 

For a language \% not fanatkaly that k^ 
*lithorifed by general pr^ice; nor can k 
J)e deemed itnintiB^ey 5? hin it is capa^ 
"bk of having its tntaning afccrtained* 

I. The proof of thcfe two points wil 
moft conveniently be given together, in ft 
deduftion of thfe caufcs, which produced 
the charafter <^ the prophttrc ftyle. 

I'hat chataftcr, I believe, is truly giVeti 
'by thofe who affirm. That the ftyfe of Aft 
prophets was only the poetical, and highly 
figurative ftylc of the "Eaftern nadons. 
But if you go farther and afk. How it 
(ahie to pafs, that the oriental poetry was 

fo 
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b much more figunniye than ours» it m^ 
not be enough to fay» as many others havie 
done^ that this difierence of charafker w^ii 
jowing to the influence of the fun^ and to 
the fuperior heat and fervour^ which it 
gave to an eaftern imagination* For I 
Jcnow not whether there be reafon to think^ 
that the fun hath any fuch efie^ on the 
powers of the mind % or that the fancies 
of men are apter to €at€h5 and blaze out 
in mataphor^ within ^ warm climate^ thari 
a cold one : a figuradve caft of fty le being 
obfervable in the native poetry of all counr- 
tries^ atid that, fo far as appears from 
hiftory and experiencci in a pretty equal 
degree. 

Befides^ if the faA were allowed, tlie 
itnfwer. woul^ icarce be fufficient^ For, afi 
we (hall prefently feejt the fymbolic Ian* 
guage of Prophecy, is top cOnfiftent and 
uniform* hath too much of art and method 
,in ity to be derived from the cafual flight^ 
and falliea of the imagination mlj^ how 

poweif^ 
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powerfully focver you fuppofc it to have 
operated in the prophets. 

We then mult go much deeper for a true 
account of the emblematic and highly 
coloured expreffion, which glares fo ftrong- 
ty in the prophetic fcriptures : and we Ihall 
find it^ partly, in the nature of the human 
mind; and, partly^ in the genius, indeed, 
of the oriental nations, and cfpccially of the 
Jews, but as fafhioned, not by the influence 
of their climate, but by the modes of their 
learning and inftitution. 

I muft be as brief, as pofSble, on a fub- 
jeft, which many learned writers [a] have 
largely and fully difcufled ; and, as the re- 
flexions, I have to oflTer to you upon it, are 
chiefly taken from them, I may thr rather 
bdpeak your attention to what follows. 

!• Firft, then, let it be obferved, that 
the original language of all nations i^ ex* 
trcmely imperfcdt. Their ftock of words 
being fmall, they explain themfelves very 

fa] Medc, Mate, Daubuz, Vitringa, and, above all, 
the learned Founder of this Ledure* 

Vol. II. G much 
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and their contr^tipps,' i[\ t^ iajrly ftatlj 
of fociety, being ' gpol^^d riide»- t!je few 
words, they I 
lial Jimagfs, ai 
met^phorii:^'; 

iparHUh ^f-| 

^gvuges: a 

becaufe the figurative . n)^!^ r -is though^ 
ornaqiental, when it is np lopgcr necciTary i^ 
jand becaufe tt^ liec^iCfy. ()f it is oulyy if 
iit alJ, removed by long .jifc ^ habjt is 
abflraft 4>f cul^'tiqn : ^ j^gg^ f f re&ic^ 
Ipegt, to which the ^rif q^fls, ^fwl' the Jq^ 
efpeciaUy, iiever. ait^inei^.-.^g^ilicreforp 
4o^eiriaggu^g^,;yefK l3¥fi: ,'.,'. .. 

; Thus fat vi«c.ft«mgoJn;a©eoHiitiag for 
■tbp. figured ftyje c^' ti^ 9^1 ^rom: geo^ 
|)rinciple$. Bgt this is by no means ^he 
' whole of the cafe. For , 



I 
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'2. W^ are to reflea, that, before an 
alphabet Vis invented, and wfial we call 
litfefary Writing was formed into an art, 
ihert ha'd ho way to f-efcbrd thfeir coricep- 
tibnfe, or to cotiviey them to others at a dit*. 
tahre^ .biit fef fetting dowri the figures and 
}ha])es df luch things, as Wer6 the oBjefts 
Sf thdr corftemt^l^tion.^ Heiice, the way 
of writing in fiSiurCy was as_ uni^ferfal, and 
Hlmbft as 6arly, as the way of fpeaking in 
fhkidphor', and froth the fame" feaToh^ the 
ftecelTity of the thirig, 

• ih procefs of tim^, and riirougfi fiiahy 
fticcefflve improvements, this rude and 
fimple mode of piSiure-wrtting was fuc- 
itefeded by jthat of fymbolsy 6t was enlarged 
ki leal!, iM enriched by it. fiy lymbols; 
t mfeah'dertain reprcferitative marki', rather 
than e:«prefs pidtures ; or if puSiar'es, fuch 
ki WeVe at i\i6 famif time charatlefs. aiid^ 
btfides pref6ritirig to the eye the reietiiblance 
6f d pdrt'k?uT^r objca, fugg^ftcd a giencrat 
iifeitd"^ the' mind. As, when a £orn was 
tiitxde t6 dthbti /rengthj an eye iind fceptefj 

G 2 majefty^ 
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majefiy^ and in numberlefs fuch inftances ; 
v^here the piAure was not drawn to exprefs 
merely the thing itfelf, but fomething elfe^ 
which was, or was conceived to be, ana- 
logous to itr This n[K)re complex and in- 
genious form of pidure- writing was much 
pra^lifed by the Egyptians^ and is that 
which we know by the name of hiero* 

GLYPHICS. 

Indeed, thefe fymboUc cbaraders were 
likely, in a courfe of fucceflive refinements^ 
to pafs into chara£ters by injiitution: and 
have, in fad, undergone that change among 
the Chinefe : and it might be expef^ed that 
loth would be laid adde by any people that 
fliould come to be acquainted with the far 
more convenient and expeditious method 
of alphabetic writing. But the event, ii^ 
fome inftances, hath been different. The 
Chinefe adhere to their char alters^ thopgh 
from their late intercourfe with the Eu- 

4 

ropean nations, one cannot but fuppofe, that 
the knowledge of Utters has been convey- 
ed to them : and the Egyptians, through all 

the 
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the extent of their, long fubfifting and high- 
ly poUfhed empire, retained their Inerogly- 
fbics^ notwithftanding their invention and 
ufe of an alphabet. 

Their inducement to this praftice might 
be^ the pleafure they took in a mode of 
writing, which gratified their inventive 
curiofity in looking into the natures and 
analogies of things ; or, it might be a 
ftrain of policy in them to fccrete by this 
means, their more important difcoveries 
from the vulgar 5 or, vanity might put 
them on raifing the value of their know- 
ledge by wrapjiing it up in a vehicle, fo 
amufing at the f^me tinie> and myfte^^ 
rious. 

What account fopver be ^ven of it, the 
fa6t is, that the Egyptians cultivated the 
hieroglyphic fpccies of writing, with pecu- 
liar diligence.} while the antiquity, the 
fplendor, the fame, of that mighty king« 
dom excited a veneration for it, in the reft 
qf the worlds Hence it came tQ pafs, that 
the Warning of thofe tinies^ ^^hich was 

Q 3} fpread 



ipjpc^ from Egypt, as fr<»ta':tt9 ecAtcr^' 
topk a ftropg tinf^ure of the bicto^^p^ic 
fpirit. The Eaft was wholl]? infoJied by^ 
itj fo that it became the .pridt of its.wHbi 
naen tQ try the reach of eacb other's capa- 
dty by qucitions conceived and propof^ 
in this form- Even the Greeks, ir^ much.- 
later ages, caught the manner of ^mbp^; 
lizing their conception3 from Egypt^^ and 
either drew theic mythology ftpm ^t- 
quarter, or drefled it out in the old Egypti*- 
an- garb. Biit the ' IfraeMtes, eipdciatly, 
who had their- breeding in that country, ai 
the, time when: the hieroglyphic leaning ^^ 
was 4t its bciight^ carriecfthis treafu^ with* 
them, among their other Jpoils^ into- the 
land of 'Can:^« And, though it be cre- 
dible that 'their great Law-giyer intcrdidedli 
the ufe of hieroglyphic charaAers, yet tbc^ 
idislas of them, were deeply imprinted on^ 
theix imhM^s, and, cltp^ out, oa every, ocr* 
cjftfion» Jot. thole fymbqls and faikAmBf^ 
yiish which, tinder the names* of ^idiks,^ 
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Jt^i^si IttidT iark fayings, thciir writing^ 

Ir^fo c!bi*96flf variegated and imbofffed. ' 

. • -TIRa^'tWfi4i Ific trbfe^nd proper aitcciimii 

9t^fi^\fi arfdj' tb^Kefe^wHd'^a</Tibr ad^' 
rttt'i&ih\mx§nt\ t)F it, jMz^i fo fm^ 
fa^ic^lfy^^ift* the Wfitftrg^s "df Ae jirpphets.' 
Aiidf^wisHf iflbrfe- liatutaf, thattifthat a mode' 
6f eji^Mdrf^ : whkh way lb. well knbwn, 
fdr tbmifirt6iTly '^riJaifed, dnrf fd much rer 
rcredi which wflte'affefted by tHe Wittieft, 
ikrjr; by the ii^ifeft meii of thofe times { 
which was employed in the theology of 
the caftcm world, in its poetry, its philo-. 
ifopby, and all the fublimer forms of com- 
pofitibti ; What wonder, I fay, that this 
cuftbmary, this authorized, this admired 
firain of langaagc fhouid be that ill which; 
die facred writers , conveyed their highetlt 
and^ fnoft important revcUtions to Wan*^' 
feirid?^ " :..•/- 




h^ degradctf Jiimfetf,- *b^ ifiisi Compliance^ 
*•' ^ G^ Ivith. 



8t The Prophetic Style eoft/ldereJ. 

with the humours and fancies of thofe to 
whom his inipirations were addreflfed. For 
let him reflect, that in what form of words 
foever it (hall pleafe God to communicate 
himfelf to man, it muil flill be in a waVf 
that implies the utmoft, indeed the fartie, 
condefcenGon to our weaknefles and in- 
firmities } nay, that immediate infpiration 
itfelf, though coming through no medium 
of language, is of neceffity to be actolnmo- 
dated to our methods of perceiving and 
underftanding, how imperfeft foevet they, 
are, " ' . 

Befides, if external revelation be poffible, 
it muft be given in forne one mode of, 
fpecch or writing, in preference to others.. 
And, if we confider how antient, how; 
general, how widely diffufed, this fymbo- 
lic ftyle has been, and ftill is, in, the world ; 
how ncceffary it is to rude nations, arid 
how taking with the moft refined ; how 
large a proportion of- the globe this pra^ice 
had. over-run before and at the time of 
writing the prophecies, and what vaft re- 
gions 
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g^ons of the South and Eaft, ftot yet prof- 
^fcffing the faith, but hereafter, as we pre- 
fume, to be enlightened by -it, the fame 
praftice, at this day, overfpreads ; when 
we confider all this, we fliall ceafe perhaps 
to admire, that the ftyle in queftion was 
adopted, rather than any other; or we (hall 
only admire the divine goodnefs and wifdom 
of its author, who had contrived before- 
hand, in the very form of this revelation^ 
what may poflibly help to bring on and 
facilitate the reception of it. Certainly, it 
may become us, on fuch an occadon, to 
inlarge our ideas a little -, and not to con- 
clude haftily and peremptorily that, when 
a general bleffing was intended by pro- 
vidence, the mode of conveying it (hould 
be inftituted fingly with an eye to our 
local notions and confined prejudices, 
and with no regard to the more prevail- 
ing fentiments and expe£):ations of man- 
kind. 

-In thiS^ mean time, it is paft a doubt 
that the hieroglyphic ftyle was predomi- 
nant 



vmH in the untteflC World ; tsT JuBats^ ^f»ahi 
ti^«larly,> from the timesi of Ntofes' ta fte 
ccMUjng of CHrjfti Tliere wid andaed i 
^fsgrce of.pbfcarky ii; i|, fo ftr.^at.kift « 
t(>fiirai(h'^l»pfjcws^ wi^ had no mtnd to 
JiiWrv-tp t|>ck Fropfe^tsi^tifith ^^pwcncc <tf 
n^t i}Wdf^aB4»g thf qfi %, ^af^ IfCvfee froht 
thei^m^Wftl >roug^^ftgtoQft: Ae jfropbwi 

r^*^«.Oi3fej*,^ll9f^t*'WftJ^^ be ^dfenicfl, .fTitf* 

wiirVdeiimre^r andamong,the'fe$pk^ to wh^m 
thy werd adirtffed. ' [ - ■ • 
^ .Ojft Fi^sx proporuioiv if ^hen rcaibnajbly 
jn^ ^^t } and io m.uch'of tti$ ssr€ONJ3ts% a^ 
^^tp^ that the prophetic &y]^u tcnfkuitei 

jufi(^ilkifm (md ratimaliuterpretation. For 
it was conftruifled, as. we have fcpn, on thi^ 
^njil^liq pqnciples of the ^eroglypj^ios^ 
which were not vague uncertain thti|g^j[ 
bifj, 4*f ^ \?^^^ xonftant:. anatogies,| . dfiOer- 
pjinable in their own nature, qr frorp ^ft 

*' ^ ftcady 
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ft^dy ufe thait yvas naaule of ^vcu And^ 
a language, formed ojx fiich principles, 
may be' fedRifi^bfy interpfieced upon them. 
So thitt what reorams iis oifily to ftew,< that! 
there are mea^s, by whlck this; abftnifti 
language may b^orne tntelli^'ble tatis^ ae 
this day% 1 ; - - **^ 
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IL That theism ^re- fueh means, you witf 
eafily^ coHe<&> without' rec[tliHitgtxye to come' 
to a detail on'-fe In^mcnfit a fthjcA, front 
t^ic folloi^ing Gonfideratiohs. ^ ^ " 

«• Some light may be expcAed to arJfc* 
fibm ^he ftiidy of the prc^hecies thcm- 
ftlves^ For the fame fymbols, or figuFcs, 
reatir freqtwntly, k\ thoft. writings r aind,; 
by conipariajg* o»e paflbge with another 9. 
the darker prophecies; with the more per- 
fpicUous; the unfbUilled^ with fuch as: 
havq been completed; and thofe which 
have their explanation annexed to them, 
with 'thofe that have not; by this courfe 
of 'inl|uiry, I fay, there is no doubt but 
fome confiderable progreis may be made 

in 
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in fixing, the true and proper meaning of 
this myfterious language. 

2. Very much of the Egyptian hierogly- 
phics, on.. which)» 9S we have feen, the 
prophetic ftylp was falhion^d, may be 
Icarn^ from m^ny ancient records and 
monuments, ilill fublifting; and from in- 
numerable hints and paflages, fcattered 
through the Greek antiquaries and hifto- 
rians, whxc)i l^aye been carefully coUeded 
aqd compared by learned men* 

3. The^ Pagan fuperftitions of every 
form and fpecics, which were either de- 
rived from Egypt, Of conduced on hi- 
eroglyphic notion^, haye beep of fingular 
ufc in comipen^ng on thp Jewifti .prophets. 
Their Omens, Augury, apd Judicial Aftro- 
logy feem to. have proceeded oi\ fymbolic 
principles ; the myftery being only this. 
That fuch obje^s, as in the hieroglyphic 
piftures, were made the fymbols of cer- 
tain ideas, were conlidcred as omens of the 
things themfclvcs. Thus, the Bgureofa 
harje^ being the fymbol qf profperity and 

fuccefs 



fie Prophetic Styk/mfiderei, ^% 

fucccff in arms, wh^az head of i thh ?aAr 
mal was found in laying the foundations 
of Carthage, the Sooth- fayers concluded, 
that the charadber of that ftate would be 
warlike, and its fortune profperous: pr^ 
thus again, becaufe the fun was the com* 
mon emblem of a King, . or fupreme go« 
vernour in any ftate, an ecUpfe of this lu- 
minary was thought to indicate the ruia^ 
or diminution, at lead, of his power and 
fortune ; and the fuperftition is not qui^ 
extindl at this day f^]. 

But, of all the Pagan fuperflitions, that 
which is known by the name of Oneirocri" 
ticSjf or the art of interpreting dreams, is 
moft direftly to our purpofe. There is a 
curious treatife on this fubjedt, which bears 
the name of Achmet, an Arabian writer j 
and another by Artemidorus, an Eph^fian, 

[^] Hence, the alluiion of our great poet, 

— or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipfe difadrous twilight (heds 
On half the nations, and voithfiar of change 
FerpUxii monarchs'^P. L, L 596. 

wh# 



>!» KVed ab'dfst tBe en J ©r the flrft tetti 
IQf* [e]i In the former oF thefc tdlettfoni 
(fe* bb«h <vorks are compiled 6ut of ^rt- 
e^fr^ '4ftd "^Wy ihtierit.Hwritefs) ' tBe ' mati^ 
iSfSt c>flAte?|>tt«ilig^dreanis, k<f cording to thi 
tjl^'feftfid OricntaF nations, is • adivtrtaJ [ 
ai ithi' rules, whicTi the GVasciah divfneri 
firfld*»^d, are deduced In the Other, for, 
%ht and ftivolotis ki this art was, it is ttdt 
to be!- fupj)<ifed that it *as' tak^n up if 
ha«akJ, ^of- ddttld be '5ofliu<*t^d VithdUt 
rule-, an. arbitrary of capMclo'lJS jritefpfeti- 
itlon of dreams, coiifidCTedai a'tribde of di- 
^Hnation, bdiig- tcb- ^6^ art hrftilf on thi 
tbiAmofi fa^'fe of mankihd fiTl!- ^^^t ' th^ 
f\i^,^y .iftich"b0^^tii.e; i5t^>«d btiental 
dlVl^ei^ jofefled^ thcff fnjcerptttat'ron^, ap- 
f eat^ ti .fe^e • beefi, formed " otf fyffiboiid 
jIMpfe^r^at ^^> o« the Vfeff fame ideas 

|<] ^ feee 1^S two^ Works, ; pvifelfrtied together, under 
: the; title oi^f^Mldofi liaUidnl 'ef Ackmeth Sereimi F. 

[^ J«1^6h *ySf credo, nklio ^cepto ^ut cagteros ar- 
tifices verfa^I fh^d' tffufta^, iut eds, qui ilMtxatione 
ifetiKir,^ft»tura.pr«clicerc^ Cic.dtFato^ c, 6. 

:0f 
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of analogy^ by which the pgy^Cbu} lueroglyir 

phics (now, grown v^n^rstbk, antj evtit 

(acrefd) were explained^. . So^Uiatitloc. pro# 

p^e{;i(;;flylf^ which U ail ownpdihtcd if ith 

hiffQgJiypJiic imagery^ rgc^Vqs; an[. cvid^itt 

ytluftraf ipn from ihefe two work^^ : . : ■: 

. I have (aid, that this fuperftilipfi; 

\>preijnmedfqt^t^ tbAn :.^ 

^bfr.^ For Xoqie c^^^Ke.moift mporttnt 

prophecies'" arc delivered i» ^ tfee w*y . of 

4reams \ and ti\erefore, without doubf >. tbil 

rules fpr interpreting^ th^ fynribols f^'dfented 

to th^ niind of the prophet in thefe inrpir^ed 

dreams,^ were the very latne with ihofe 

(hat were laid down in the ContiU; Qi2^rO^ 

critics. The cojaclufion, I ^(H>W£ nfHky 9pt 

pear bold and hazardous. But^y^.^iU 

refle^b that there is really .f^f^nga i{10fll 

fttange in applying this xnode c^ intet^- 

jtat;Ion to dreams^ than to any od\er fpeciA 

(ftf pwphecy^ to . viQonsi for ip^a|ice» pr 

i^arapks,, or even,, m general^ to any part 

jq{ the^ prophetic ityle. The compliance^ 

en the ]part of the inl^irer, is the fanse oo 
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every fuppoficion; and only (hews that, 
when the Deity thinks fit to reveal himfelf 
to men, he does it in a way that is futtablc 
to their ideas and apprehenfions. Nor is 
any fandion, in the mean time, given^ by 
this accommodation of himfelf, to the pa- 
gan praifticc of divining by dreams. For, 
though the fame fymbols be interpreted in 
the fame manner, yet the prophecy doth 
not depend on the interpretation, but the 
inspiration of the dream. A cafual dream, 
thus interpreted, is only a dream dill; 
the received fenfe of the fymbols, repre- 
fented in it, no way inferring the comple- 
tion of it. But when the Almighty fend^ 
the dream, the fymbols are of another con- 
fideration, and not only fignify, but pre* 
diH^ zn event. 

Now, if men will miftake a barely Jignu 
ficant emblem J for z prophetic infpirafionyiiit 
fault is in themfelvcs, and not in the life 
of the common emblems: which maybe 
the vehicle of a true prophecy, though craft 
or fuperflition take occalion from them 

to 
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to ihint ties le\. It follows, that the rules, 
which the anticnt diviners obferved in 
explaining fymbolic drcanis, may be fafe- 
ly and juftly applied to the interpretation of 
fymbolic prophecies, and efpecially to fuch 
of them as were delivered in the form of 
•dreams. 

4. ^ It is laftly to be obferved, that not 
only the Arabic and other oriental writers, 
but even the Greek and Latin poets may 
'contribute very much to the expofition of 
•the ancient prophets. For thcfe poets 
< abound in (Irong metaphors and glowing 
images, which were either copied from the 
' fymbolic language of the Eaft, or invented 
\on the fame principles- of analogy as pre- 
vailed in the Egyptian^ hieroglyphics. So 
-th&t many expreflions^ which feem darfc 
and Itrange in the writings of the Jew^ 
prophets, may . be clearly illuft rated and 
familiarized to us, even from claflic ufago 
lind example. 

[^] Sxekid xiii. 9. 

Vat. 11. H And 



And now from thefe feyeral fouccelsi 

that is, from tbefiriptur^ Pbmfelws^tora 

the ftrll fukfifting mommmts €f EQptum 

UeroglyfbUs^^ixom the GentiU xeremapies 

sndJftperJiifi^m-^wA from 4bi greater w&fhi 

^gsnm mid foftg^ trmfmlHd to m hub 

from tbe Eafiern and Weft em poets^ — AKh a 

-vocabulary of the prophetic terfAs and 

fymbols m«y be^ nay hatb beenX/},<l<4Vfi 

^pJ as ferm to determine ihe fimfe ^if 

them in th^ ^(ne niaBoer, ^as any <:0^nt6P 

»rt or language is esp}ainedj]y*itfi ovm 

proper key> or 'diAionary^ and diere is» 

in truths ao ns^ore difficuky in fixia^ the 

'import of the prophetic %le, than Qifaqy 

pcher kngiwge or> tecWioal pbrafeol^iQr 

ifhatfoeveri, . 

. IIL But, if the caSe be To dear, yQu 
may n^w be tempted to aH, '^ Wh«t xhfn 
biBconies of the obfcurlty, in whkh the 

DiBlonaiy^ prefixed to his abridgment of the Com- 
mentary on the Revelations^ by Mr. Daubtiz. 

- prophe- 



prophecks Wi faid to be involved ; and id 
jHUfUcular, how came it to pafs^ that they 
may not be as well explained, before the 
completion, as after it £f ] : which yet \s 
coaftantly d^pied by \vi;i(^rs on t^is fubjedt, 
and, evefi,.by your own prixjcip Ics, .^apnot 
be iuppofed^'' 

To thi« obje£kion, I ihali not reply by 
iaying. That the fty^e of the prophets, 
thovigli in(eUigit}le, yet r>equires pouch 
pra&ice in the interpreter to unfold \\s 
VQi^vBi^i .for that is the cafe of ma^ 
other arts and fciences, which yet are ge- 
nerally underftood: nor, that the fymbo- 
lie terms are frequently capable of fever^l 
Jenfes, w|iich muft needs perplex the in- 
terpretati9n ; for there is .no com^nqn 
laogu^e^ in which die plainest words do 
not frequently admit the fame difference 
of conftru&ion^ which yet cfe^s^^no great 
difficulty to thofe who attend clofely 10 the 

[g\ See this objeaion ur^ by Mr. Collins in lis 
Crt^s mfdiieafytSf &c. p. 220. Land. 1737. 
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fcope of a writer : I (hall not therefore^ I 
fay, amufe you With thefe evafive anfwers, 
but reply, direftly to the purpofe of your 
inquiry, by obferving, 

" That there arc fevcral methods, or, if 
you will, artifices^ by which the infpired 
writers, under the cover of a fymbolid 
exprelTion, and fometimes even without it, 
might efiedually conceal their meaning, 
before • the compiction of a * prophecy, 
though the language, in which they write, 
be clearly explicable on fixed and flated 
rules/* 

!• When the prophecy is of remote 
events, the fubjeSt is frequently not an- 
nounced, or announced only in general 
terms. Thus, an earthquake is defcribed 
— a mountain is laid to be thrown down — ' 
a Jlar^ to fall from heaven ; and fo in 
nUmberlefs other inftances. Now, an 
earthquake, in hieroglyphic language, de* 
notes a revolution in government \ a mount- 
ain, is the fymbol of a kingdom j or capital 
city ; a ftar^ of a prince^ or great man : but 

of 
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of what governqieqt, of what kingdom^ 
of what prince, the prophet fpcals:s, we 
are not told, and are frequently uqable to 
find out, till a full coincidence of all cir- * 
cumftaqces, in the event, difclofes the 
lecret, 

at The prophetic terms are npt only 
figurative^ but fometimes^ and in no com^ 
mon degree, hyperbolical (of which the 
reafbn will be giyen hereafter), fo that ne- 
thiflg but the evpnt cap determine the tru^ 
fize and value of them. This feems tq 
have been the cafe of thpfp prophecies in- 
the Old X^ft^^^cnt, which dpfcribe the 
^•anquillity -and felicity of Chrift's king- 
dom i and may poflibly be the cafe of thoie 
prophecies in the New, which refpeft the 
Millennium. 

3. It being thf geniuj of the prophetic 
ftyje to be asnigmatical, this caft is fome- 
fimes pufpofely given to it, even when 
the expreJSipn is moft plain and dir^ft. 
Thus Jeremiah propheGes of Zedckiah, 
king of Judah, tba^ ; be Jhould he deli- 

H 3 vered 
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vered into the hands of the king of, J^a-. 
hlonj that his eyes Jhould behold ' the eyes 
of the king of Babylon^ and that hefhould 
go to Babylon [h'^. Ezekiel, prophefjr- 
ing of the fame prince, fays, that be fbould 
go to Baby Ion y but that be fhould not fee it^ 
though he fhould die there [/]. Now Jofe- 
phus tells us, that the appareirt incon- 
fiftency of thefe two prophecies determin- 
ed Zedeki'ah to believe neither of them. 
Yet both were ftridtly and pundually ful- 
filled. 

4. Laflly, the chief diSiculty of all 
lies in a circumftance, not much ob- 
ferved by interpreters, and, from the na- 
ture of it, not obfervable^ till afief the 
event', 1 mean, m d mixed ufe of th6 
plain and figured Jiyle : fo that the pro- 
phetic defcriptions are fotnetimes literal^ 
even when they appear moft figurative; 
and fometimes,' again, they are highly 
fgurative, when they appear moft plain. 

[ii] J^emiah xxxhr; 3; 

An 



An in^binq; <j£ Uferal t^p^^Wiony tmSef 
tbp m^ of figarative, occura in the 
prophet Nahum, who prc<Ji6is the over-, 
xhtOfN of Nineveh m thefq words^^ — *Witb 
OM over-rtmmrig ficad hfi wiU maki Mn ut^ 
ier end of the place thereof^ [Nabum i. 8.}. 
An ri^er-^rummg fl^d^ is the hieroglyphic 
fymbol of defalation ^ ^ viMsrims enemy : 
ami in jchis iUghly figur^ftive Scififcy au in* 
terpfei»r of tfee propheicy would, in aU^ 
likeJiihood^ uoderftanil t^e lexprcjirion. But 
the evept ihew^d the fenjfe ito be bceral; 
that city btdiag tj^ken, as we know from 
hiftoiy, by qieans of jin i^W^/^, Of 
jigHratiii^e exprefllon, under the form of 
li^ra), taHp the foUo^ jfig Jn^aiice itom % 
prophej:y of Qhpift hinnf^f; who fayt 
to the Jews, D^Jirey tkU temfky ^^ i 
<sfdll mfi // <Sp i^ ^hrif ^Sj [jphn }. 19O 
It was natiijral etKHigh for the Jews to 
iipderftand our tfOld as fppakii^ pf the 

utnpk' 5t Jerufaleni^ thcrathrr, as th» 
term had not beep, and, I thinkj coul4 
not be, applied to any pfrion* .before 

H 4' J^f«^T 
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Jefus : CO Him^ it mighc be b applied ; 
and we know that bejpul^ of the temple ef 
bis bodf^ [vcr. 21.] 

The fame equivocal ufe was, fometimes, 
purpoftly made of ffreverbial expreffions^ a$ 
learned men havii obferved [/t]. . 

I omit many other caufes of obfcurity 
in the prophecies ; fuch as the leeming in- 
credibility, fometimes, of the things ^ pre- 
dided— the und<;fiiied chronology 4nd' ge- 
ography •-— th^ intricacy of the met hod -« 
and many other confiderations. Bur you 
will coHedlr from thefe brief hints, *relpcd> 
ing the expreffion only, that, though the 
fymbolic Tanguage ' be reducible to rule, 
and therefore, in the main, fufficiently in- 
telligible,' yet that there is room enough 
for the intrddu&ion of fd much obfcurify 
intp the prophetic Writings, as thay anfwer 
the eftds of^ the infpircr; and coAcealthe 
full meaping of them from the moft faga* 
cious intcrpfdteri till it be revealed, in due 
time, by the event. 

[IJ Sec Grptias op A^atth. arvl. 2 j. 
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' Or, if it be thoiiglst that fuch diffibuidet 
9s the event • removes, aie not, in their 
own nature, invincible, before it happens, 
it is^ftill to be confidiii&d, thai the givei) 
of thei prophecy is, hj fuppofition, divine $ 
abd :as he^ therefore, forefaw^ in framing 
the texture of it, that fuch difficulties 
would, in fad, be invincible, they ferved 
the purpofe jof a defigned concealment 
)uft as Y^ellf as if, in nature, they were; 
Whence the conclulion is ftiU the fame^ 
That the prpphetic ftyle might be the cover 
c^ impenetrable obfcurities in a prophecy^ 
before its completion^ and yet. the terms of 
It be clearly explicable on eftablilhed rules ; 
the cvept only enabling the expofitor mcure 
ikilfully and properly to apply thofe rules. 1 

; IV. To conclude this fubje^l; It will 
9QW be acknowledged, that the fuipicions 
which Jhave been taken up againft the pre* 
phetic way of writing, as if it wef€ y^ue^ 
Uluibry, or: uninttUigible, arc utterly with* 
i>ut fpundatbii. The Ayk of the prophets 

was 
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was tbd kijowii^ .todK)med ftyletif tiktr 
ageandicossitry^b ail wridngs efpeemllf; 
q£ ajfifiO'ed or fol^t&a cfiaiad^; and ia 
wth yet ift ufe witU.'a gnrat 'part o£j mkiW 
kind. It farther aprpears, thati aeiti^iitf 
pndcrfirbod \^ tboft Co whom it \«sbb ad^ 
'di6&d^ fb the priQ£%le$9 . oi» which k wad 
formed^ are difcoveratile by. tnany obvious 
mcthods,^ and may be applied^ with fac-> 
<xk, tw th& iAtscpmtatioii of It^ at^ Him^ 
day* ! »' •. .y; . / : ' 

; The ^iro^hdiic , {ifk is^ tben^ a fohr md 
uafowAU mode of expreflcem. But this it 
lM>t a^L We ;iniEy^ ^en^ i4i^c^i^ the ^;»* 
ftAmc^r I hadralmoft. faid, ,die tieetfity^ d 
riMET'iftyb*^ epofideired a& th& w/io^itrj >or re^ 
hicto of prophetic in^^ti^i } 

For we have feen, that the fcheme of 
{fanpceral prophecy es^tends through, all 
tiioe ; }. and is fo tonttwtid las id adunibiats 
&ttireianid:moce fUuAraour onentSt^Sa' poic^ 
fsdHig and kfs: BBportamtvtranllidKdii^s^t 
<9U€UiTrfbince,;>:wt»ch iftoss: the 'h^mon^ 
atsd ooqne^M .6( the whole fdkme)- and 

is 



hnrot rniitable' by any hirmstn art, or foife- 
thoijght whatfoever. Btt now a figtitatlve 
tf yle i^ fo proper to that end, that we fcarcc- 
ly coiTCeivc how it cotild fae accofnplilhcd 
by any other. For thds' the escpreffioii 
conforms, at on<c, to th6 ty|)e, and artti- 
tfjrpe: it fs^ as it were, ardbcf of ftarte, for 
tlie one ; and only, the ordinary, accoftom- 
cd drefs of the other : as we may fee 
from the* prophecies, which ifhmedlaiely 
T^^t^ tf^e reftoratipn of the Jews, frottt 
their antidrt captivities, arid, tdtimdfdy^ 
their i5nal triunfipfiant return frbiti theii* 
prefent di^erfion— from the prophecie^r 
concerning the deftru^on df Jferufalem, 
Which prdSfgure, at theJ i^me time,' the 
day of judgment -*. from thofe cbncehiftig 
the firft coming of Chrift, which, alfo, fet 
fbrth his reign vsith the faiilts on earthy 
and even the glories of his heavenly king- 
dom — artd in a malritude of other inftanccs.' 
'thefe focceflive,and fo different, fchemes 
of providence could only be fignified /^i 
pther in a mode of language, that con* 

traded, 
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traded, or enlarged itfelf, as the occafion 
required. But fuch is the fingular pro- 
perty of a fymbolic ftyle, for non? but 
tbis^ hath fold and drapery enough, if I 
may fo fpeak» to inveft the greater fub- 
jcAs ; while yet (fo complying is the tex- 
ture of this expreffion) it readily adapts 
itfelf to the lefs conjiderahle^ which it cHr 
cobles only, and not disfigures. The dif^ 
ference is, that what is a metaphor in the 
former caie, beco(n^3 an hyperbole in the 
latter. And thi^ double ufe of the iame 
fymbol, is the true account of fuch figures 
as are thought mofi: extravagant in the 
defcriptioQ of , the prophqtf • . 

We fcqi then, iji ev/ery vipw, hpw rca- 
fpnable, hpw e^p€;dient, liow divine, the 
iymbolic ftyle,is, in fuch writings, as the 
prophetic. So that if any be difpofed, in 
cur days, to take up the complaint of the 
text, and to upbraid the prophets by aflcing. 
Do they not /peak Parables ? We may now 
take courage to anfwer. Yes : but parablef^ 
which, as dark as they are accounted %o 

be. 
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be, may be well underftood ; and, what is 
more, parables^ which are fo expreflftd, as 
to carry an evidence^ in themfelves that 
they are what they aflume to be^ of divioe 
infpiration. 
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» 

The Style and Method of the 
Apocalypse. 

EZEKIEL XX. 49« 

— tb^ fay of mey Doth Be not fptak 

P arables ? 

AL L the prophecies of the Old and 
New Teftamcnt are written in ^- 
rahUs \ that is^ in highly figurative terms % 
which yet, on examination, have appear- 
ed to be explicable on certain fixed and ra- 
tional grounds of criticifm. 

So far, therefore, as any prejudice may 
have been entertained againft the pro- 
^pheeies concerning Anticbrift, as if the 
language of them were too abftrufe or 
fanciful to Ht)e undcrftood, enough hath 

bccQ 
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been -olr^a^lf i^nto4m«v, that 4c i^'ai^C 
well founded. ; . 
|t fniuift, however), be cpo&ired^ that il^ 

ta\ Ak to \\^ autJhorliy oi i)\iz C3Ctraordinary book 
^kltnoogh the difcoffidn tst this point biifoi^ignto liiy 
flljsfttif fMlrpoTif) <l>mfty'be ^proper t(^iacqoamt'IUch 
f^foiis, M haS^e.^ot niad^ .^Ke/en^b-y .£or .tkttpf^ve^ 
and are perhaps incapable of making it, with the ienti- 
ments, which our able(l writers frdve eiitertakred oF it. 

iMr. MtdtyZ tdpablc vda^vAltiii tfaeit 4irer was. any^ 
%» rt}uii^}^f )Th(e .fl^^^lypi^ hath ipore hmip% 
« (ppt to {^^ '9i\4m^^) ^^^!^^^ tb^a^fny efhpt 
^* book of tnef New'^einimeni befidcs, even fcom' the 
** time it was firft dcU^eted." /fVjlf, p. i5o2. 

•^And to the fame purpofe. Sir Jfaac *frfMtnn ■ 
-•* I do not find any other book of t)ie {tfewr TefUi^i^t 
«< ib flrongly attefied, or cpmmented uf>on ^ early, as 
•*< Alls ©f th6 Apbcilypfei* Ohjfej^adgns o» Daniel^ &c, 

Thusy thcfe two incomparable men. What fomc 
WjifMt aitics t^aye i^idy or.ihfinvat^d. to the contrary, 
is not worth mentionii\g ; fi^r|hQr> than jviA to obferre, 
tbaty (f tl^e authority of this mop;ientous book be in« 
Ae<^'queftt6nable, the chnrAof Rome couH hardly 
haine failed long fiuce .t^ make die ^fi&oKeiyy or to tii« 
M^iphiiiit, , . /. • 

mofly 
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inoft'^ and the chief 'prophecies Ai- the 
fubjeft of Antichrift, is of a deeper and 
more myfterious contrirance^ than any 
other of the prophetic writings; —Whence, 
our next ftep, in this inquiry^ mqft. I^e^ 
To trace the causes of that peculiar obt 
fcuricy ; and to fuggeft, as we go along^ 
the MEANS, by which it hath been, or 

may be, renibved. ^ 

The €aufes9 are ^ be fought in the 

'■ sTYLE^ and the method, of that book. 
I fay nothing of iht fubje^ : ior^ though 
the things prediSled may darken a prophecy^ 
unfulfilled, the evmi will (hew what they 
are ; and it is not neceflary, that we fhould 

^ anxioufly inquire into the meaning of ^ 
prophecy, till it be accomplifhed. . . ^ 

I. Firft^ then, the stvle of the Reve- 

lations (for I mean not to confidtr it, tvifh 

. regard to the Greek tongue, in whicii it is 

> compofed, or, to the Hebrew idiotii^ with 

which it is coloured) Tht Jiyle^ 1 (iy, bd- 

ing fymbolicalf like that of the other 

- • prophecies. 
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pbpliecies, muft, in general, be explained 
on the iame principles, that is, muft be 
equally intelligible, in both. Yet, if we 
attend nicely to the ftyle of this prophecy, 
fome difference will be found, in the choice 
of the fymhols^ and in the H'ofitinuity of the 
jyvibolic form. 

I. To explain my meaning, on the firft 
article, I muft obfervc. That, though the 
|)rophetic ftyle abounds in hieroglyphic fym- 
bols, properly fo called, yet the Ifraelites, 
when they adopted that rtyle, did ntJt con* 
fine themfelves to the old Egyptian ftock 
6f fymibbls ; but, working on the fame 
ground of analogy, fuperadded many others, 
which their own circumftances and obfet- 
vatiohs fuggefted to them. Their divine 
ritual, their civil cuftoms, their marvel- 
lous hiftofy, and even the face and afpefl: of 
their country, afforded infinite materials 
for the conitrudtion of frefh fymbols : and 
theie, when they came into common ufe, 
their prpphets freely and largely employed. 
Thus, incenfe^ from the rdigious ufe of it 

Voif 11. I in 
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in the Mofakal fervicc, denotes prayer^ or 
fnental adoration [^] ~. to tread a wine-prefSj 
from their cuftom of preffing grapes^ figni- 
JBes deftruStion^ attended with great Jlaugb- 
ter\c] — to give water in the wildernefsj in 
^Uufion to the miraculous fupply of that 
clement, during the paiTage of the Ifraelites 
through the wildernefs to the holy land, isr 
the emblem of unexpected relief in dif 
trefs\d]\ — and, to mention no more, a 
forefi^ fuch as Lebanon, abounding in lofty 
cedars, rcprefents a great city^ with its 
fiourifoing ranks of inhalitants \e'\ ; juft as, 
a mountain, from the fituation of the Jewiih 
temple on mount Moria, is made to ftand 
/for the Cbriftian Church [/]• 

Now, though the fymbols of this dafi 
be occafionally difperfed through the old 
prophets, yet they are more frequent,, and 
much thicker Ibwn^ in the Revelations : 
fo that to a reader, not well veried in the 

\ \h] Mai. i. II. \/\ Lament, i. ij. 

. £4/]~iraiah?LK 20. [^} Eacek. zx«47. 

[/] Ifaiah ii, 2. ^ 

' Jewilh 
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'Jewifli ftwy and cuftoms, this d|ffb-eDCc 
may add fomething to the obfcurity of the 

book. 

I#you alk the reafin of this diffexencp, 
it is plainly this. The fcene of the apoca- 
lyptic vifions is laid, not only in Jad^, 
but in the temple at Jerufalem^ whe/ice 
the imagery is^ of courfe, taken. It was 
jiatural for the writer to draw his allufions 
from Jewilh, objeds, and cfpccially from 
the ceremonial of the temple-fervice. . Be- 
fides, the declared fcope of the prophecy 
being to predid the fortunes of the Chriftian 
church, what fo proper as to do* this under 
ihe cover of Jewilh ideas ; the law itfclf, 
as we have before ieen, and as §c. Pjaul ex- 
prefsly tells us, having been fp; contrived, 
as to prefent the Jhadow of that inwxxt dif- 
«pen(ation ? 

. This then (and fpr the reafon afligned) 
is ONE diftinguifhing charader of the Apo- 
calyptic ftyle. But the difficulty of inter- 
' pretation, arifing from it, cannot be con- 
' ndei*able \ or, if it be, may be overcome by 

I 2 aif 
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an obvkms method, by a careful ftudy of 
the JewUh hiftory and law. 

2. The OTHER mark of diftin£Hoi>, 
which 1 obferved in the flyle of this Bbek^ 
lis the continuity of the fymbolic manner. 
Parables are freqtientf indeed, in the old pro- 
phets, but interfperfed with many paflages 
of hiftory, and have very often their ex- 
planation annexed. This great parable 
of St. John is, throughout^ carried on in 
its own proper form, without any fuch in* 
terruption^ and, except in ^w inftancc[g^],. 
without any exprels interpretation of the 
parabolic terms. 

Now, the prophecy, no doubt, muft be 
conliderably obfcured by this circumftance. 
But then let It be confidered^ that we have 
proportionable means of underftanding it« 
For, if the fymbols be continued, they are 
ftill but tht fame [i>], as had been before in 

Igl Chap« xvii.' 

[bl The learnol Biihop Andrews lays cxprcfily— 
«* You fiiflll fcarce find a phxafe in the Rerelations of 
St. John #iat is not taken out of Daniel, or fome other 

* ^ ufe 
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ufe with the elder' prophets ; whofc writ- 
ings, therefore, are the proper and the cer- 
tain key of the Revelations. 

From thefe diftindive charafters, then, 
of the Apocalyptic ftyl^ [/], nothing mortf 
can be inferred, than the neipeflity of ftudy-^ 
ing the Law^ and the Prophet Sy in order to 
underiland the language of this laft and 
moft myfterious revdadon. And what is 
vooxt, natural, n^y what can be though£ 
more divine, than that» ia afy{tenrL» com- 
pofed of two dependent difpeniations, the 
ftudy of the former fhould, be made neceA 
i^ ito the compriehe^ion of the latter ; and 

fufi vel ix Daniele^ vel ex aliqwf fropheta dejumptam. 
Refp. ad Belkfui. Apol. p. 234. 

[/] An eminent writer gives an exa6l idea of it, ia 
thefe words—*' The flyle [of the Revelations] is veiy 
^< prophetical, as to the things ipokoi : And yeiy he* 
H br^ting, as to the ^^^^gof thenu £zc6edmg 
^ much of the old prophets language and matter ad- 
<* duced to intimate new (lories : And exceeding much 
•* of the Jews language and allufion to their cufloms 
" and opinions, thereby to fpeak the things more &• 
" miliarly to be underfiood.*' Dr. LiGHTFpoT,airw. 
tftbt N. T* p. I54t London, 1655. 
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that the very uniformity of ftylc and co-^ 
louring,- in the two fets of prophecies, 
fhould admonifh us of the intimate con- 
neflidn, which each has with the other, to 
the end that we might the better conceive 
the nicaning, and fathom the depth, of the 
divine councils in both f 

But, without fpeculating further on the 
final purpofcs of this Judaical and Symbo- 
lic^lGhara6ler,fo ftrongly imprefled on the 
Apocalypfe; it muft evidently appear (hat 
the* difficulties of interpretation, occafibned 
by \ty are «iot invincible *, nay, that, to an 
attentive and rightly prepared interpreter, 
they will fcarce be any difficulties at all [i]. 

\k\ . I have beared it affirmeci, on good grounds, that 
the late 'Dr. Samuel Clarke, being alked in converfation 
by a friend, whether, as he had taken much pains to 
interpret the other Ixsoks of Scripture, he had never 
attempted 'any thing on the Revelations, replied. He 
had not ; Hut that^ not^ithftandlng^ he thought he under^ 
pood \ivery n^jord of it: Not meaning, we may be fure, 
that lie knew how to apply every part of that pro- 
phecy, but that he underftood th& phrafeology^ in which 
it was written : which a man, fo iconverfant as he was 
in the ftyle of fcripturc, might very well do. — Calvinj 

IproK 
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I proceed, then^ 

II. To the SECOND, and more confidera- 
ble caufe of the obfcurkies, found in this 
propliecy, the Method, m which' it is com'- 
pofed. 

The other prophecies have, doubtlefi, 
their difficulties, arifing from the abrupt! . 
manner, in which, agreeably to the ori- 
ental genius, they arc delivered : But then; 
being' ihort atKi unconnedled with eacH 
Other, the apparent diforder of tbofc pro- 
phecies, has rarely any (enfible ^SqA in 
preventing the right application of them. 
The cafe is different with the prophecies, 
contained in this book^ For,' having been 
all delivered at once, and refpeAing a feries 
of events, which were to come to pafs fuc- 
cdTively in the hifiory of the Chrifiian 

indeedy has been Gomn^nded for making the oppofite 
declaration: And, it may be, with good reafon : For 
(not to derogate in any refpeift from the charader of 
ttus great man) the language of the Scriptures^ land 
especially of the prophetical icriptures, was in no dev 
gree fo well underflood in bis time, as it was in that of 
Dr. S* Clarke, 

I 4 ^^Churcb, 
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Church, it is reafonable to expeA that 
fome certain ao4 determinable ptiethod 
fliould be obferyed in jthe deliyery ^ dcmi 
and the true fecret of that nnethod^ whatn 
ever it be, muft be inveftigated, before wo 
can, with fuccefs, apply any fingle prophecy 
to its proper fubje^. 

The J&^, and moft obvious cxpeftatioQ 
of a reader is, tb^t the events pfedi(^e4 i^ 
this prophecy ihould follow each other \^ 
the order of th^ prophecy idelf, or that the 
feries of the vilions (hould mark out and 
determine the fucceffioa of the fubjeAs, to 
which they relate. But there is rcafon to 
think, on the face of the prophecy, that this 
method is not obferved. 

A fecond conclufion would, then, b; 
haftily taken up, that there is no regulai: 
method at all in thefe viiions, but that 
each is to be applied fingly, and without 
any reference to the reft, to fuch events as 
it might be fpuqd, in fome tolerable de- 
gree, to fuit : And then it is plain, thfit 
fancy would have too much fcope afforded 

• her 
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her in tbc interptetation of thefe vifions, to 
produce any firm and fettled convidionf 
that they were rightly and properly ap-y 
plied. Yet> as this idea of the Apocalypfe 
would favour the lazinefs^ the precipitancy/ 
the prefumption, and) very often, the ma« 
lignity of the human mind^ it is no wonder 
that it ihould be readily and eagerly em* 
t>raced. And, in fad^ it was to this pre- 
conceived notion of a general diforder in 
the texture of thefe prophecies^ that the 
Ittde progrefs^ which, for many ages, had 
been made in the expofition of them, is 
chiefly to be afcribed. 

- But then, lajily^ if neither the order of 
the prophecy be that of the events, nor a 
total dilbrder in the conftrudion of it can 
be reafonably allowed, the queftion is. By 
j^hat rules was it compofed, and on what 
ideas oi method is it to be explained ? 

This queftion, as obvious as it feems, 
was pot pjreiGbntly aiked ; and, wKen it was 
9flted» not e^fily anfwered. The clear lights 
fpd^ which th? Reformation had let in 

on 
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on fome parts of this prq)hecy, and a fpit^ 
of inquiry, which fprung up wkh the t& 
vival , of Letters, excited a general attenti^il 
tx> this myfterious book, But> as each in^ 
terpreter brought his own hypothe(£s a^g 
with him, the perplexities of it wertJ not 
lefiened, but iocreafed by fo many dii^ 
cordant fchemes of interpretation : And 
the; iffue of much elaborate inquiry wa^ 
ikat th« bdok itfelf was difgraccd by the 
fruit}e& eSbrts of its commentators, and on 
the point of being given up, as utterly im* 
penetrable, when a fubiime Genius arofe^ 
in the beginning of .the laft century, and 
furprized the tearncd wgrld with that gr^at 
defideratum, A Key^ to ilfe RevelatiMs. . ' ^ 
This extraordinary peisfoo was, Josfii»Ji 
Me ps : of whofe chara&er it may not be 
improper to give a (light fketch, before I 
lay before you the ^ftan<:e of his difi^Q* 

i He was a c»did, fincere man ; difia^ 
tefefted, and unambitious •, of no fadtb^ 
ia religion or government (both Vhich b**- 

gan 
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gan ia his time to be over-run with fac- 
rions) but folely devoted to the love o£ 
truth, and to the inveftigatipn of it. Hiy 
learning was vail, but well chofen and 
well <ligefted ; and his underftandxng, in no' 
common degree, ftrong and capacious. 

With thefe qualities of the head and 
h^art, hcf ca[T)e to the ftudy of the prophe* 
cies, and efpecially of the Reveiacions:* 
Bu^ .with fo little bigotry for the . fcheme, 
of interpretation concerning AndchriO:*, 
that, as he tells us himfelf, be bad even 4on^ 
ceived feme prejudke againji ii [/J : And,' 
what is (If anger (lill in a man of his inyen-: 
tive^ genius, with fo little entlmJUifin in his^ 
temper for any fcheme of interpretation' 
whatfoever, that, when he had made his 
great difcovery, he was in no haft to pub-^ 
iifti it to the world [m] ; and, when at 

[7] ^* As for me, I am eonicious of my weaknefi and 
mworthiners ; being, when thefe kind of thoughts 
firft poflefied me, looking another way with a prejudice 
incompatible to this.** Generai Prefi to Medg^s WifrkSf 
p* 20, from a MS. Letter. 
' f jxr] He printed only a &w copies of liis Clouts 4p^ 

kngtl^ 
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length he did tbb, he was ftili lefs in haft 
to apply it, that is, to Ihew its important 
ufe in explaining the Apocalytic vifions [ir]. 
Cool, deliberate, and fevere, inforn>ing his 
judgments, he was fo far from being obfe- 
quious to the fancies of other men, that; 
ke was deterntiined only, by the laft. degree 
of evideoce, to acqwefce in any conclufions 
of his own [^]. 

ta^tlca in 1627, at his own expenc^ and kr the nfe 
of his iiiends* Prrf* t9 his Commiutaiy* . > 

[«] His Oommentaiy, on the principles of his CZmr/f, 
did not appear till z6j2. 

[o] ^ I am by nature cmSahundtts in adl things, but 
in this [his Esqwiitioa] let no man Uasne me, if I take* 
more paofe than ordinaiy.** MS, (iettqr iii Oen. Prefi 
p« 21. And ag^in, in a Letter of r^ply 0danima^her' 
fomfi hudvtnct ^ J>ieu^ ** £0, ingenio fum (delicatulo, 
an morofo) lit nifi ubi interpretatio commode et ab(^ 
que-fakbris eat, nunquam mihi iatisfacere fokam.*^ 
Works, p. 569. Yet of this fage man, could th^ 
Biihop of Meaux allow himfelf to (peak thus negligent* 
ijr — ll^ejl rendu de nos jours tUikre en An^terpe par sss 
pocTES REVERIES JuT l^A^ofyffc. HifL dcs Vrt* 
!• xiii. p. ^^7* But M. de Meaux knew what he did^ 
when he 4iffeBed this contempt of Jofeph Mede. He 
was then at liberty to turn himfelf from the ableil; ad* 
rocate of the Pifoteftant caufe, to the weakeft^i 1 fnean. 

In 



In (hort, with no vanity to indulge, (for 
he was fuperior to this lafl: infirmity of in- 
geniotss men [/>])— with no sntertft in vie«r 
(for the intereft of Churchmen lay at that 
time, as he v^U imderftood, in a difierent 
quarter [ j]) — ^with nChfpleen to gratify (for 

M. Jurieu, whole indifcretions aifordecly indeed, ampfe 
fcope for the raillery of thb lively prelate. Mr. Mecb 
was not a man to be oonEited in this way, and (till Uft 
by a fanciful and ill-fupported Expofition fftbeAfoea^jfe. 

[/] As appears from his backw^dnefs to publifli his 
diicoveriesy and from bis unconcern about the recepdon 
of them. But le^ his Letter to Mr. Hardib, £p« 961, 
p. 881 ; and compare with his anfwor to Dr. TwiA^ 
Ep. 51. p. 8x1. See alfb £p. 989 to Mr« Hardib» 
Aug. 6, 1638, not long before his death, in which m 
thefe words : 

<* I have not been very obtruiivie unto men, to ae« 
quaint them with my notions and concdta— for fone of 
diem that are but lately known have lain by me aiwvc 
thefe twenty yeats.'^ P. 88 3« 

[^] The point sf the Fop^s being Antichrift^ ms a dead 
Jly^ marred the fofwmr ef that ointment— meaning 
the merit he had of being known to entertain ibme opi« 
nionS| then much cheriihed by the ruling dergy« Epu 
j6. p. 81 8. He fays afterwards of himfelf, in the 
fame Letter,—/ thank God^ ^ff^"^ ^^ «^ ^'"S ^'* 
iherto the cafter efi^ refihition^ iut retfia and evidei^e^ cm 
whatj^jicver the advantage pr ^Mv^tUage Jill. 

even 
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t^en n€^£t and folitude could not en- 
gender this tinmanly vicfe in himfr]) — 
with no oblique purpoles, I (ay^ which To 
often mifle^d the pens of other writers, but 
-with the Tingle, unnoixed lofc of truth, he 
dedicated his great talents to the lludy of 
the prophetic Scriptures, and was able to 
.unfold, in the manner 1 am now to repre^ 
fent to you, this myflerious prophecy of the 
Revelations. ^ 

He had obferved, that the mifcarriage 
of former interpreters had been owing^ 
.chiefly, to a vain defire of finding their 
own fenfe in this prophefyj rather than the 

[r] His friends (peak much of his chearful diipo- 
Ution.-^But i draw diis concluiion from the tenour of 
his Irf^ and writings ; and, aboTe all, from that famous 
declaration^ which he made in confidence to a fridtrd^ 
.that, if he might hut obtain a Denattve fine curd^ qffo 
much valve as^ together with his fiUowJbip [of Chrifl's 
College in Cambridge,] Jhould enable him to keep a horfe^ 
yhr his recreation^ he wouU fet up h\sfiafffor this world* 
'App.'to his Life, p. 40. — The fimplicity of this de- 
claration, makes one confident of it*s truth. And a 
*man of fb moderate d^rb, was in no dangi^r of having 
"ills x&tci^tx foured by difappointments. 

•fcttfc 
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^fe of the prophtc. X^j^iog &fi4^j tHw« 
fdl hypothefes whatfoever, he fate, down 

to the book itfelf, and refolved to know 

• 

nothing more of it, than . what the franic 
and texture of its compofition might clearly 
zeve^ to binfit. He confidered the lyhole, 
a$ a naked recital of fa^s^ literally ex- 
prejfled^ and not as a prophetic fcheme, 
inyftically reprefented. In this w^y of in- 
quiry, he (Jifcerned, that fever^l parts of 
the hiftory, whatever their fecret and ; in- 
volved meaning jftight be, wcr^ bmoge^ 
Meous^ and cmtmprary \ that is, they re- 
lated to the fame fubjed, and were cpm- 
prifed within the fame period; .^nd this» 
though they were tiot connciftcd in the 
.order of the narration, but lay dt4)€i:fed in 
different quarter^ of it* Thefe ieveral fcts 
of hiftorical paflfages (or^ of Vifionsy to Ipeak 
HI the language of the book itfelf ) he 
carefully, analy^d and compared ; (hewed, 
Irom circunoftanges, . not imagined, but 
;found, ,ia thq-hiftory, their mutiml rela- 
tion and cori!d|]pcmdency •, and ^ftahiifhed 

his 
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condofions^ as he went along^ not id 
a loofe way of popular conjedure, but in 
the ftrideft forms of Geometric reafoning; 
The coincident hiftories, thus clafled and 
fcrutinized, he diftinguilhed by the name 
of Synchronisms ; and gave them to the 
learned world, in this fevere fcientific fbrm^ 
without further comment or illuftration, un* 
der the title of Clavis Apocalyptica, ot 
A Key to the Revelations. 

In confidering this difcovery> which did 
fo much honour to the profound genius 
and accurate inveftigation of its author, one 
dearly perceives how it ferves to the end 
propofed. 

Fiffi^ it appears that the order of the 
Vifions is not that of the events ; in other 
words, that the prophecy Is not to be (b 
explained^ as if the events, predided in ir^ 
followed each other in the fame train ais 
the Vifions. Fw the fi(8s^ which conftt* 
tute the fcheme or fable of the propftecy, 
literally and hiftorically confidered^ do not 

fucceed to each other in that train } ther^« 

fore 



JRjre the even^K' >vhatever Aey mi^y Ije, 
which tbof^ fa£ts adumbr^^t^i rnoft certainly 
cannot. 

SmnMy^ tt appears^ wbaf th^ true, or 
chronological order of the Vifion?» Ui^ 
namcly> th^, whi?& tb^ na^u^ aa4 c;on-. 
i^xion of the things tr^nftAQfl.in th^m, 
^tit% out and deqtares. Sq that| if tb^ 
teal time of ahy one Vifjon can be ()iewn» 
the relative dme of tb^ ris^ niay be eafily 

SM:tled. Fpr ; (to quojc Mf • M^e'? ew^ 

itfpUed t9 ibefome times ^ ^wbilefmh as, in 
ibs order qf. tke jitwy , precede tkif Vifipf{^ m'$ 
fipf be nferr&L h precidini evints, and fkfffit^ 
wiicb follow iU ^rf in like p^ner to h i»^ 
j^lmad of, fukfequent ita^^s [s\. 

\. ; ... ' . , 

\A Stquidcniy quae ifU tuo Vaticlnio jairii ut dj^cj^ 

^^gni^Of catera coijtemporaverint Vatipinia, iifdem pro- 

cul dubio tempotibut funt applioanda ; qu2 autem prse^ 

flinty noiitti&dc praicadan^ i quas fucc^dunc, pui> 

ttx ^ fuct^neif ev^tibus A?;x^ ioxerpifQCaada. (rki^ii 

Vqi. 11 K By 
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* By this means^ the wh6le plan or method 
of the ApocalypTe will be laid down. The 
feveiral fynchronical prophecies will thus 
fall in their proper places : and there will 
ber no doubt of ttfe rdadre fituation. which 
each holds kr the genei^I fyftem. 
- Tbhrdly^ as we now fee the trtie order of 
the prophecies (thbugh f^r'the wifeft rea- 
fons, no doiibt, the order, in which they 
are delivered^ b^ foftetimes difierent) fo it 
is to be obfepVed, that the knowledge oi 
this order is a great reftraint on tbev/ancy 
of ^ es^pofitori who is hot liow at Itbeity 
to apj^ly the prophecies to events of any 
time, to which they appear to fait, but to 
events only falling within that time, to 
which they belong in the courfe of tJbis 
pre-determined naethod* And if to this 
rcftriftion, which of itfelf is confiderable. 
we add ^»^/i6^r, which arifes from the he- 
cefljty of applying, not one, but many pro- 
phecies (which are, thus, ihewn to fyn-u 
chroni26 with each other) toXht fame timt.' 
we can hardly conceive how ari^ intergre- 
•• ^ •/> 1:. :tation 



r^ 



tie Apocalypsj. 131 

tatioti JhckM :keep clear of diefe impede 
ments, and make, its way through fomany 
interfering checks, unlefs it be the iruexmt;. 
Juft as when a JLock {to ts^e the author's 
allulion) is compofed of many, and intricate 
wards^ the i^4fy^ that turns eafily wMiin 
theoH wd opens the Lpck^ can only be 
that which properly belongs to it. . , 

Aft*lr all, it may be difficult, I know, 

to convey a diftindb idea of the : ufes, to 

which. this lynchronal method, ierves, to 

xhofyi who hjtve not read> and eyen ftudied, 

Mr. Mede's work. But the Jum of the 

matter is this. That the order of the events 

and of the:Vifi0ns is not the fame-^ that the 

trurovdcx of the events, is tO;bc fought in 

certain chai^aSers, not fancied at ple^ure, 

but. inferted, in the Viiions theinfelves *-* 

.and, . lafily, . that the whole . boQk. of thf 

.Revelations being thus refolvable into a 

.particular determinate order, in which die 

feveraUiiiets of fynchrojial pr<3|)hecie$ re- 

, gularly fucceed to each other; ho expofi* 

; tion. of thisjboQk.xan be. ad^ittfd, that 

•^ K2 does^ 
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does Tibt rcifei' ^erjr fii^gte p«))pliMi]^ to kl< 
true p&ce b the fyftcnA, te4 provide ac 
i9ie fame tkne that no videnM be done to 
«ny other prophecies, which fjrachrobize 
with It* 

And thttf much concernmg the tuvi 
oknix. of the Ap<lcalf pfe ; deduced^ jrdis 
fee, from na prccarhms hypothetic leafofih 
ings, but from noses and charaAlh, in^ 
doled in that bodt ; dntt is^ £roB» intrinfic 
^guments, which hate their evidence in 
•ihemfeiVii^ aAd conelude aKhe en every 

If we would kMPv^ iiuM-e diftkiAly what 
^liie iXTtRioit mvM of it \%% and how it 
conies to diffir fiy widely &(Mn the plm of 
a dsroootogpcal arrangeinent ^ here^ too» 
^cur l^gMwb taBpoTitoe witt ipve m Ikif- 
^laioii. For, in biinging together and 
comparing Iw^^ndtttmifitoilSt he found (whait 
^d efcapdttbe afmnoon crif att others) that 
themaiii bocfy of the pro;>hecy ia made up 
f^ TWo§/] g^t pafcs;* which are,, i^, 

jgrl t^tim ehviv.' tb tbe end •f «k; isi AkuT ^«in 
^ X. ta the tndw iynchf 0^ 



tjetkmMfil^ fe thftt^ fe(tiag out from ihe 
fonc gml» ud meafiiriog the fame fpuci^ 
they both .coocttr 'm the fiune end : but 
with this difference, thtttfae^^notfr divifioA 
tnom immediaceljr irgands che afiaks of rim 

' Still, jtfais is not alL Our atteodvc and 
penetradng commentator further difeovert 
ed, Thaf the two great component part3 of 
jhis prophecy, though difUnft, ane vciy. 
»rdfipiliy )CQBAe£tQd^ aad ibewn co burmpn 
nize tbroi^hout with each other, by cnakr 
ing die £mfxe coocloding evienc {^i^J^ once 
told, the cataftrophe of both. For the 
farmer }S^xt is puipofely, and wkb iexpi^fa 
trarnmg |^ven{t93, left unfinilhed, tttt 11 
jfumnwry 4cdg«ftipn 0/ the lafffrjwtiiQwn 
to the &me pomt of dtx^iic], (by way ^ 
f>ndilde to the nnpFe extwidied irifiom dF 
jthis Jaft parjt, which foHow to die end of 
the bo<^> a«d to JGgpifyf tMt both paiti 
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tre contemporary) fufnifhed the oecafiofi 
of (hutting up the two prophecies together 
in one common term : wbich^ however^ 
had the appearance of being mifplaced,' 
till the deteftion of this fingular contrivance, 
by means of the fynchronifms, pointeS 
but the ufe and end of the prefent diipoQ- 
tion[^]. 

\j\ The reader may ferm a dlflin^ . idea of the 
method, in which the wA^ book of the Apocalypfe is 
difpofed, by obierring that it b refi^ble into T«it£fi 
l^reat parts* 

The FIRST part, is that of (he £pisTi,£s to thp 
icven churches, contained in the three firft chapters^ 
and is not at all con£dered by Mr. Mede. 

The SECOND part (with which Mr. Mede begins Ui 
GpiqmentaBry) is that of the Sb al£X) Book, froni ch. iv. 
to ch#x J and contains the fates rf the Empire^ or its 
civil revolutions, yet, with a reference^ iHU, to the fiate 
and fortune of the Chriftiah Church. 

The THIRD part,- is that of theoPEK book, witli 
what follows to the epd; and exhibited in a man. mi? 
nutc ani cxtpndcd view, the fates efth^ Chrtfi'utn Churchy 
efpecialjy during }ts Apofiacy, and after its recoveiy 
from it. 

This TBIKD divifion may, further, be confideired as 
coofifling of TWO parts. The first contains^ ia 
ch. xi> a fummary view of what ihould t)efal the 

Another 
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^ '"Another* caufc of the feBmkig pcfjJexity 
In which this Prophecy is involved^ is, 

tJhfiftlan Ciiufcli, contcmponiiy with tfic events de- 
duced in thefic^fJ'pan concerning the Empire ; and fs 
given in this p)ac<^ in order to conne^i the /econJ and 
tbirJ patts, and to (hew their correfpondence and con* 
temporaneity. See Mr, Mede*s Clavis, p. 424 ; and 
.Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 

The SECOND part of the laft divifion, from di. xii to 
the end^ gives a detailed account of what ihould befd 
the Chriftian church in diftind, and, tsvcnl of them, 
fynchronical viiions. 

It has been thodght lay fome an obje<^ion to Mr, 
Mede's icheme, ** That rfic prophecy of the cfien bookj 
(which containsy*according to him, all the remaining 
viiions to the end of the Revelations) is not only, (os 
ih&jiAjeBy more conCderable, but, for the /z^ of the 
ivohSmc, laj^;er, than the Prophecy of xhsifeakd hooki 
'whereas, the name given to it, j9»CAapi%or, or littk hook^ 
feems very clearly to exprdTs the contrary.* 

If this objei^on be diought material (for I do not 
•find that, Mr. Mede xondefcends to take any notice of 
it) \tmeghty peiiiaps, be obviated byfuppofing, That 
the Unk hook contains the xith chapter, only, being a 
<x>mpcndium of the third divifion, and infened in this 
'place to ihew the contemporanei^ofthei^uw Z^and 
principal parts ; and that all which folbws to the end, 
is to be regarded as a fort of comment on the little book^ 
or laiger explication of its contents: Asifthedefign 
had been to confult our woiknefi, in pre&ming U8,>&y?, 

K4 Tbai^ 
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Th^t, k bekig ^xpedilsit Co treat the fi^me 
pA>y^ in 4iffereot mfpf6ts, and to givft 

with an abrid^d yiew of a jprcat ii^hcme, ind, titn, li^ 
dmwing it out.at iax;^^ for ouf UAonp dii^ind inforo^ft: 
tion. 

But tlic truer anfW^ tp the difticulty I take, to be. 
That ihtjealedbaok is repreiented unHer the idea of ^ 
^A^i, properly fo callcf}, which, upon' being . opened^ 
jireients to the eye the feveral obj65ts and ichefnes of 
-the prophecy^ diilin£Uy delineated on the roti^ or vor 
lume, when it comes to be unfolded, and which, there* 
fore, muft needs be coniidered as a lai^e. one. The 
0pm hook^ on the other hand* ie to be regarded, not as a 
real, but mtajfborkal book; ^d is not produced to be 
read or contetnplate^, after a gradiul evolution of it, 
. but to be eaten^ at onpe!» by the prophet; like that book 
to which it alludes, and from which the imagery is 
takenv in the vifions of £zekiel (ii* & and iii. 2» 4, j,] 
—-to tat a book J beings in the hieroglyphics, to nu^tau, 
upon, and to digefi^ its contents. So that this book, ip 
4illing«i(h it from the other, is named a iiak book: 
not, that the revelations, conveyed by it, are lefi con« 
fidierable, or leTs nnimerous, than th|s other, but that the 
, ^, to which it is pu^, required only tliat it ikould be 
&oken oi^ as-a book iimplj ; the diminutive form beu)g 
here fu^B^cd in the term $i&i^hn^ that the meta- 
phor «f 4aU3^ it i][|ight feem the eafier, ^d ^becanle 
the former j|Sa^^J>9Qk was of an immenie fizie) m^ht, 
under <his ide% juefent itfelf the mone natusaUyt and 
jl^ve ids oSoicCtf to the imagination* 

' ' - ' diiffercnt 
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fUffi»eDt views of it, according as two feci 
of Qiien, the tru^ worihipars and the falie^v 
were ^6^4 by the foitonf sof the Chnflian 
Church, th^ AiftiDg aiid..oppdftte faoeof 
thifigfi' c0ul(^ no( b^ 4;«$iit>itQd togetfaftr; * 
Im «^as to be iet forth in fev^ral and 
Iticceflivei 'though cont^osporar^^ vt(ions» 
frhfiQC^ the prophecy is thou^ to pror 
fi^oi^ .. ^hen« in £%&, it. ftands ftiU, and 
fttly fireiMts anodicr prolpe^ of the fame 
trm&l^ioB6« 

BfQt 3 eneei: no farther into tht. myiterious ' 

foonttxtuns of this book ; through v^kfc^ 

kowrvext the ckie of thfc fynchronifneis» if 

MeH puxfeed^ ^trould faffely cptdtaft fks. J$ 

is coough tQ' my :puipoi^ io have flienfm^ 

jXhat, d5 the Zi^m^a^^ t^the Revdattons 

Ja inDeUigibk^ & the Method iain>t Hivolved 

lA ^cb iiitnicicies» btit diat> in geoeraii a 

Regular, a confiftent, and, wh$!t is more, a 

frs(^ [|2(] conception may be form^ of it 

[r] I »n not 4gao«ixit AsLtmwf Uteipiftcn )Afe 
{bought otheniriie. But jpoffib^ they luure not pnoug^ 
jotended to the sdiriGC^ wbifb J^, Mode iiftd tn jg^ve «> 

Whence 
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Whwicc no fobcr man needs be difcburaged 

from reading this book ; or will be in dan* 

get, I think) of lofing either his wits^^ or 

his reputatidti, in the ftudy of it. - For what 

* ihoiild hinder ai bdok^ though of prophet 

cies, from being underftood^ ^hen its ^e^ 

ibtfd may j[)e dearly defined, and its language 

decypbired? Provided always, that we only 

Interpret a prophecy bythcf event^- anddd 

not take upon us tbidetermine the ey^nt by 

a premature conftruftion of the propheqr^^ 

' With thid Apocalyptic key then (of 

wUchfo much has been faidX Ais^'kty cf 

iwwledge, in my hand% it may, now,' be ex<^ 

:^£ted that' I fliould open this dark parabk 

of «the R«vdlation^ by applying fo anidi of 

it^^atleaft^ as laefpfcfts Antichrift^ to Apofta^ 

.Papal Rome. But, befides thiSt there would 

not, in what remains of this couHe, be 

» • . *^ ' 

Tuch of his frieridi as did not enter' into his ideas -~ 
■Exp«i^'i>€; My meiniog is, (bit,' !f they had poifefled 
the patience, or the &gacity, to underftand this gteat 
Inventor^ befoi^ tti^ obje^ed to him, they Vould per- 
haps have feen caufe to acquiefce in the Method^ pointed 
'cut by him, inftead of Attempting m vanbiis ways, >&i 
. t9 ^itdc/purpofe, to improve upon it, 

room 
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ntan enough for a detiiiled account of the 
prophecies, other reafins reRrain me from 
fntering immediately on a taflc, not left 
eafy perhaps, than amufifig. For Inttf4 
prdters, I think, have generally been: loo 
much in haft to apply the prophecies, bct 
fore they had fufficiently, pirpared the ^ay 
for' their application : So that, leaving many 
dou^ uprefelve^, which men of thought 
«Qd: inquiry are apt to enfiertain on this 
fubjeA, or not laying before them all th; 
TC^ons and inducements, which ihouM en- 
gage their attention to it, their cleareft exr 
poQtions are npt received^ and poffibly lyf 

With regard, then, to the prophc^i^ 
concerning Antichrift, though the chief 
obftru£tions in our way (eem fairly removed, 
and it be now evident that there are certain 
grounds, on which the moft abi^trufe of 
them may be reafonably interpreted, yet» 
faecaufe the application of them is a work 
of time and induftry, many perfons^ be- 
fore they undertake it^ may delbre to know» 

What 



HO ^be Styk Mnd MtHAd, Uc: 

yihzsi csKcftAi; A&euMEtiTs diett aie, 
which mzf aflbre tkem, iseferehaful^ tlitt 
diciir kbour will not be mifempIoTed, ^moA 
dac Papd RiMie i8» in faft, concerned m 
die tenour of dide prophecies : An^ idieii 
this demand ha$ been made, diey may 
fefther wUh to be informed, To Mrhac £ VM 
OR VS25 diis «rho}e inquiry ferves ; of im- 
portance enough; ! mean, to enoowage 
tnA reward their irlgorous profecution ^ 

Tliefe detires and ei^ftationa are apfa« 
rentljr not tinneafefiable : And Co fatMf 
diem, in tfie beft ntanner I can, will bt 
the fcope and purpofe of the two foflowlng 
EjeSufcs* 



» 
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SERMON XI. 



ll^ophetic Char ACffiRs of Antichrtft, 

L0KB xil 56. 

^How islt^ that yedgmt iifcirn this iimf 

OOm»chh.viBgb«.&idonU«««w. 
V in which the prophecies, fefpediog 
Antichrift, may be interpreted 1 I imagine 
that now, at leogtb, ye are dsfppied 

to aflc. On wt^t gsmsral grov^»# ve 
affirnii that the Chiurch of Roinp b .a£kya|J^ 
eoncemed in tbea)^ 

To refolve this queftion, it will be fu& 
fieient to ftt before yoa^ in few wonds^ feme 
of the more obvious iivies^ or thBraHers, by 
which Antlchrlft is marked out in the pro* 
.pheoeft:. focht and fo laaiqf of them^ a$ 

may 
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may convince you^ that they are fairly ap« 
plicable to the Church of Rome ; and that> 
taken together, they camrot well adinit any 
other application. 

Of thefe prophetic charaders^ 
. !• .The FIRST, I,ihal| mention, is,- Th^i 
he are to look for Attiicbrifi within tbeprd^ 
per limits of the Roman m/nre. 

On this head, there is no controverfy 
^mojigthofe who acknowledge .the autho- 
rity of the prophet Daniel^ ahcf £ah !)^ hone : 
For that prophet, in his famous vifion of 
the four kingdoms,' fays exprefsly, that, 
^^mdng the ten kingdoms into which the 
fourth, 6r Roman, fhall be divided, ak* 
OTHER fidll arife [^] ; that is, as all inter** 
preters iagree, tiie kingdom of Antichrift. 
So^ th^t this powei*, whatever it be^ mult 
have its birth and feat within the compafi 

w 
• * « • 

'. {a\ Di!n.ni. 7, 8^^— Ifiiir in dm m^ rifiass, and 
be^iold, a fourth beaft— >had /im hami. I confidered 
tne horhS) and behold, there cam^ up among them wt* 
hfbefilirde ifom — Compare with ver. 2 a,— ^The ten horns 
km of this.' kingdom ale Jin Mt$fs «<or1dngdom») th^ 
IbaU* arife: zxxAamtberfiaUariJii^ertbem. 
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of the ten kingdoms, that is, of the-Roman 
Empire, when, ia fomcf future tkne from the 
giving of Daniel's prophecy, it fliould be 
fo' divided. 

But, to fix the ftation of the antichriftian 
pp^er more precifely, it is t6 be bbfervcd, 
that,= as the four kingdoms of Daniel, con* 
fidcred in fucceflioo' to each other, form a 
prophetic chronology [^J ; fo in another view, 
they form a prophetic geography (^f], being 
confidered, in the eye of prbphecy, as co- 
exifienty as ftill alive,] and fubfifting toge- 
ther, when, the dominion of all, but the 
laft, was taken awayf//]. 

In confequence of this idea, which Danid 
gives us of his, four kfngdpmsjfo much 
only is to be .reckoned into the defcriptibii 
of each kingdom, as is peculiar to each ; 
the remainder being* part of fonie other 
kingdom, ftill fuppofed (o be in being, to 

h] Mede, p. 712. 

y] Sir Ifaac Newton, p. 5 x. ' 
. Jl Dan. nii x x, i «;i-<-rCofiiseniiiig the - re& ot the 
ba>fl*»t^ had their dpnimhm Uiim aw^: yttihcic 

liyes n^re prolonged for a feafon and a time. 

which 
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which it properiy belongs^ ThMs« tiM 
SBCONp» or Perfian kiogdo?^ does not tak< 
in the nations of Chalctea and AOyriai 
which make the body of xhtfirft kingdom | 
oor the THiaOy or Grecian kingdom, the 
oountrics of Media and Pierfia,. being die 
body of the feconi^ \ la like manner, tb< ^ 
? 0UETH3 or RoQoan kipgdoav does not, in 
the contemplation of the prpphet, compter 
hend thofe provinces, which make the body 
of the thirds or Qr»:ian kingdom^ but fuch 
only as conftltute its own bodyi. that is, the 
provinces on this fide of Greece : where^ 
therefore, we are to look for the etcvetubi 
pv Antichriftian kingdotp^ as being to ftart 
up amen^ the tenj into which the RomaM 
kingdom fliould be divided^ 
. We feci tben^ tbat^as Amichrift was -to 
arife withm the Koman kiqgdom, fo his 
^tion is farther limited to the European 
part of that kingdom, or to the w^ern m^ 
pire^ properly fo called . 
'. ::This. cdsfenrataoQ (whith is tiOt iAiiie^ 
tart Sir Ifaac Newton's) is^ the beteer worth 




/ 
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making, becaufe, in fad^ the papal fove- 
reignty never extended farther than the 
iveftern provinces; at leaft, could never 
gain a firm and premanent footing in the 
countries, which lie eaft of the Mediterra- 
nean lea. Butj whether you admit this 
interpretation, or not, it is ftill clear that 
Antichrift was to arife fomewhere within 
the limits of the Roman empire. In what 
puri of that empire he was to make his ap- 
peaf ance, we certainly gather from 

n, A SECOND prophetical note or cha- 
rafter of this power, which is, Thai bis feat 
and throne ivat to be the city of Rome it- 

The prophet Daniel acquaints us only 
that the power we call Antichriftian, would, 
fpring up from among the ruins of the 
fourth, or Roman kingdom : But St. John, 
in the Revelations, Rx^s his hJidence in the 
capital city of that kingdom. For, when, 
in one of his vifions, he bad been fiiewn a 
portentous heaft with feven heads and ten 
boms, and a woman arrayed in purple, riding 

Vol. II. L vpon^ 
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upon him, aa Angel is made to interpnet^^ 
this fymbolic viQon in the following words: . 
—'Thp feven beads are fevi% mcupfaifis. on^ 
which the woman Jitteth — and the te^ hpms, 
which thou fawefty are ten kingsj-apd the 
woman^ which thou fawefi^ is that; great , 
eity^ which reigneth over, the kings .of the 
iarth {e^ 

Words cannot be more.determinaje, th^pt . 
Aiefe. The womm^ that rides this beast^ . 
that is, the fourth empire, in its laftft^ut? . 
6f ten hornSy or dividefi into ten kingdoms, 
is that. Antichriftian powe^of which we , 
iife now inquiring. She is^feated.on^^if .' 
iillSy nay, (he is that great city^ which reign- . 
gtb \ [that \Sy in St. John's, time, which 
reigned] over the kingdoms of thf eartk, 
Rome^ then, is the throne of Ant^chrift, 
of is that city, which lliall one day be 
Antichriftian. ' There is. no pplTi.bility of 
evading the.force of thefe ternps. 

It bath been iaid, that Conftantinopk^ 
tdoy was fituatcd on feven &ills« It may be.. 

' [it} RtT. xvU* 3,' 4, 9. fz, «8; 

'for 



^^ 



fd : ffut Conftantino|)ie did not; iri the 
time of this vifiion, reigH dijer the kings of 
she earib. Bcfides, if its dothinidn^ hid noi 
been mentionfed, the ciiy oti feven Bllfiifo^ 
charafteriftic of Rome, that the name it- 
felf could not have poih ted it' out rhore^^ 
plainly : As miift b* evident'- to all thofe^ 
tvho recolloft, what the Latin writers havfc 
faid on this fubje<5t. 

Thc^y^Arto ddmM mofiteS^oToiit[^f] 
pbet'is well kriown ; and'feems the abridge- 
iWeirt of a ftlH rtj6re' famous line irt an-, 
dtherXil-^ 

^epiemurbt altajugts^ tofb quH fr'ajidei orli ;, 

To which, . St. John's idea of z tiiioman, 
Jiaied on feven hills,' and reigning over 
the kings of the earthy fo exaftly cotre- 
iponds, that one fees no difference between 
the poet and the prophet ; except that the 
/tf//(?r perfpnifies his idea, as the'gehius of* 
the prophetic ftyle required: 

m 

{J"] .'MardaU 1. m Jep/ 64. 

L 9^^ Buc 
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Bu( a pailage in Virgil is fo much to our 
purpofey that k merits a peculiar attention* 
This poet, in the mod finifhed of his 
works, had been celebrating the praifes of 
a country life^ which he makes the fource 
aad origin of the Roman greatnpis : 

Hanc dim veteres vitam colucre Sabini ; 
Hanc Remus ct frater : JU fortls Etruria crcvit : 
Scilicet et rerum fafta eft pulcherrima Roma [b^^ 

The encomium, we fee, is made with 
that gradual pomp, which is familiar to 
Virgil* And the laft line (from its ma* 
jeftic funpticity, the nobleit, perhaps, iix 
all his writings) one would naturally ex^ 
pc£t ihould clofe the defcripiion* Yet he 
adds, to the furprife, and, I believe, to the 
difappointment of mod readers, 

Siptemque unafibi mvro arcumdedit arces. 

Had we found this paflage in any other 
of die Latin poets, we ihould have been apt 
f6 qoellion the judgement of the writer ; 
and to fufped> that, in attempting to rife 
upon himfelf, he had fatten, unawares, 
into an evident anticlimax.- Butlhe ccr- 

[/j] Geoigt 1. it ret. ^jt. reft 
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» 

itft elegance of Vir^l*s manner, and his 
fingular talent in working up ^n image, by 
jjuft degrees, to the precife point of per- 
fe&ion^ may fatisfy us, that he had his rea- 
fon for going on, where we might expeft 
him €0 itop ; which reafon can be no other^ 
dian that the feven bilk were neceiTary to 
complete hie defcription of the imperial 
city [f]. To an antient Roman, the -cir- 
cumftance of \t&fituation was, of all others, 
the moft auguft and charafteriftic ; and 
Rome itfelf was not Rome, till it was con* 
templatjed under this idea. 

There was ground enough^ then, 
laying, "that the name oi Rome^could 
not have pointed out the city more plainly.** 
But I go farther, and take upon me to 
aflert. That the peripbrafis is even more 
precife, and lefs equivocal, than the proper 
name woyld have been, if inferted in the 
prophecy. For Rome^ fo called, m%ht have 
ftood, like Sodom, or Babylon, (imply for 
aji idolatrous City. But the city^ feated 

[/] Coinjp^^rc Mti. vi, ren 776, ike. 

L 3 on 
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^ifepen kills ^ and mgmg QV^ the earikf k 
the city of Rome itfelf, and «cludcs, bj 
the peculiarity of thefe attributes, any other 
application. 

Nor i^ it any objedion to the rcnoarkt 
/iow nvadc» thajt this city, yhjateyer jt bft 
is defer ibed by another circumft^nce, net 
{)eculiar to Rotoe, indeed fcarce applicaUt 
to it, I niean that of its beingyr^/^^i7;f;»4t^ 
fKoters r^J. For th6fe waters are hot py.ttL 
as a mark of Rome's naturaly but pQliticd 
£tuatton : as the prophetrc ftile might lead 
oqe to expedt, if the facred writer had nOt 
takep care to prevent all fpiflake by afiuf- 
Sng U5, in fo many words, That the wattrs^ 
where the wbdre Jitteth^ are . peoples^ 

^AND* MULTITUDES, ANP NATIONS, ANfll 
TONGUES [/J- 

If it be, further, faid, ". That- the five^ 
hiMs nriay, like wife, admit a fimilar cod^ 
fkrudion from the frequeiiit ufe of hiUso ^ 
emblepfts of p^er^ in hieroglyphic writi 
ing, and therefore in prophetic dcfcription/' 

[i], Bfijfc xyil X, [^ IbidL yer. 15. 

-;..::...,. the 
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the rctnatk fs very juft : but then, unlucki- 
ly, there is no &ch explanation of thcfe%}^^ 
hilUj as wc have pf the ^imtq^s^ from the 
prophet himfelf ; while yet it could not 
^fcape hini^ that fixrh ^explanation was moi^e 
than commonly neceflary in this. cafe, (9 
pf event the reader ffoni applying the y^^ 
hills to the beft- known city in the worH^ 
then fubfifling in all its glory, and upiver- 
fally acknowledged by jthis difiin^iye char 
rafter of its fityatioo. 

Should it, laftly, fee alledged, " That tl^ 
explanation is fubjoined to the figure, for 
that the prophet adds infimcdiately in the 
following vcrfe — and there (ire feven kings ^^ 
meaning, that the feven hills^ juft mentio©- 
' cd, were to he taken as emblems only of 
feven ktn^s \^ 1 reply, that the feven hills^ 
in the ^figurative fenfe of the term, hiUs^ 
naturally fuggefted, and ejegaiptly introduce, 
th^ feven kfngs\ b6t that the /«>m^r, never- 
thelefs, are clearly to be fJi^inguifhed froxn 
the latter^ For it is not faid — and the feven 
hills are feven kings^^sxi was before fiid 

L 4 ^tkf 
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^^tbe [even beads are feven bills — but— 
AND there are feven i^/'/i^;— -plainly advanc- 
ing a ftep further ip the prophecy, ai)d 
pointing out a new (;harad:eriftic diftipdion 
of the fevcn-hillcd city, arifing from tljc 
different forms of Government, through 
which it bad pafied. 

The truth is (as Mr, Nfedc well pb- 
fcrves [m]) the feven heads of the heajt^ are 
a DOUBLE TYPE : firfi^ they fignify the feven 
hiUSj on which the city is placed ^ and, then^ 
the feven tings, Qt gpver/impnts, to which 
it had been lubje^t ; but itill on thofe feven 
hiliS| for which re^fpn the f^e type is made 
to fignify both : Bqt, if the type had been 
defigncd to c^rry ^Jit^le fenfci and kings 
had been that ienfe, as explicatory of hills^ 
it hacJ been very prepoftcrous to give the 
interpretation of the type, and then to inter- 
pret the interpretation, unlefs the expreflion 

» 

[m] Septcm J^z^TiM cefttaj duplex ty^lif: pfimi^ 

ieptem montes feu coUes funt, fuper quo$ \xx\» Bel^ix 

' tnetiropolis fita eft ; deinde, feptem quoque, i4que ia 

: iifdicm (quod unttas typi denotat) CoMibus, Regum feu 

P^naftariui} fucipciSyarum qrdin^s. Works, p. 524* 

had 
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had been fo guarded as to convey this pur- 
pofe in the moft diftinfl: manner. As it is 
now put, there are manifedly two senses, 
and ONE TYPE £»3- 

On the^ whole, there can be no doubt 
concerning /i»^^ftf/ city en fevtn bills. Ic 
can be no other, than the city of Rome 
iticlf : In other words, the antichriiUan, is~ 
a Roman Power. 

Still, this Roman power, for any thing 
that hath hitherto appeared, may be a 
P^an and Civil power* But 

IlL The prophecies feem very clearly to 
.point it out to us,* «r an Ecclesiastical 
Jind, io name and pretence, at leaft, a 
Christian fofwer^ 

To begin again with the prophet, DanieL 
He te^s us, that the Horn which fliall arifi 

\n\ The whole paflage in the otiginal (binds thus-— 

^ ^dknXiK i^^lci •»0'iy<— of which the following is the 
Hteral tranflation—- The si yen heads 2xt/evm biUs^ 
where die woman fitteth upon them, and zstfevem 
iin^s '^Every one ices that the connp5tive particle, 

^ND, refers to beads^ and nqt to /jilfs^ 

afttr^ 
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-afreTy and from among, the ten horns^ that 
is, 5the Amichriftian kingdom, 'as before ex- 

|>lained, (hall be inverse frortn tte ten 
kingdoms, out of which it fliall arrfe [o']. 

-** Bot atiugdom may be dherfe from other 
kingdom*) in Various refpeds." Without 

rdoubt. Aiid, therefore, >e chnnot cer- 
tainly conclude from this fihgle text, that' 
the iivei'fity^ mentioned, 5iiriH t6rifift in its 

'being a fpiritual kiligdbm. Tet, if ye re- 
flcft thax this diverjtty is given, as tht 
chara&eriftic mark of the 'antichriftian 

(kingdoaii that^ although there rnay be 
other and fmalUr diflferencfes between king- 
idoms,. tlk gt^^t^lt ind moft lignal is that 
which fubfifts between a tcinj)cffal arid fpi- 

.rttual power; ff&y, thftf Government, as 

*^uch, is, and cftii only be, of two forts, 
civil and fpiptual, as correfponding to the 
two conftituent parts of man, (the fubjedl: 

! of all govenvm^^Bt 'm this ^orld,) the 9o\A 

[p] Dan* viiM44.-7The «n horhs ottt of this king- 
dom are ten kings that fliall arife ; and another (hail 
arile after them, and He (ball be iikferfe from the firft-T*" 

and 
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ii\d the Body : Taking, I fay, thcfe coi^. 
/^iterations alcNDg with you, ye pannot efteem 
,|t a Vj^ry h»:lh and violeat intecpretadioDy 
jif, ivix^hout looking any farther^ we indini: 
^ tby)ic that this dmerjity of regifncQ» fo 
efnphacH:ally pointed ov^^ r(^fpe£l3 tJsat gieK 
and eflfential difference in human goverq^^ 
in^nt, only, j At k^ft* it will be admitted^ 
Jthat, if, fronj <Kher and mwc ej!;pref3 tefti- 
liiome^, die government pf Antichrift ap- 
pear to be a fpiritugl governcnent, we Ihall, 
thien, be authorised to ppt (iich a confiruc- 
IJon on Daniel's prophecy, a9 wiU reacb 
the full force and import of his expreflion. 
3p^]i a kingdom muft be allowed to be 
(!r(3^inenUy d^u^ft from fecylar kingdoms. 
So that the harmpny between the pro^ 
phets oa thii$ fu^e£b will be clear aisd ftrik* 

|pg. 

Now, iuclx a teftimoay we feem to £ri4 

Ift ihe Apoftle, St. Faul; wlio, prophefyii^ 

of iht man of Siu^ or Antichrift^ to be re- 

vcalcd in the latter days^ makes it a dif- 

tinguifljing part of his char^fter. That be 

^ ^ 5ITTITH 
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•ITTETH IN THE TEMPLB OF GoVr^^f}. 

Ccmfider the force of thefe words. A power, 
ftaUd in the temple ef G^, can be nothing 
but a power fuicabk to that place, or k 
fpiriimal power : juft as a power, feated in 
tbe throne of Cafar^ could only be inter- 
preted of a eivil power. 

Nor fay, becaufe the context runs thus--%. 
^ diat he, as God, fitteth in the temple 
of God, SHEWING himfelf that he is God 
«_ that therefore it only means his claim- 
it^ J^ne honours : a degree of blaiphemy, 
irery applicable to a civii power.'* This ob- 
je6tion has clearly no force :^ becaufe his 
Jltting in tbe temple of God was the very 
mesns (if we rightly apply this prophecy) 
by which the man of fin xdk to that abo^ 
minable pre-eminencer It was by virtue 
of his fpirituAly that he aflumed a divine 
charadter. So that the phrafe— ^/ G^i— 
and that othtt-^Jhewing himfelf that he is 
Godwmkt% before us, indeed, tbe extrftva^ 

[/>] a,Tbeff.ii.4. 

g»nt 
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gant height to which the man of fin afpired, 
and to which he afccnded \ but, no way in- 
validates the conclufion from his fitting in 
the temple of God — that he was zfpiritiud 
ffiwer. Rather, we fee the propriety of 
this conclufion : becaufe the text, thus ua^ 
derftood, fuggefts the way in which the 
man of fin accomplifiied his blalphemous 
purpofe: \i\siffuccefs arofe, from \mftaticn 
in the temple* On the other hai^ a 
power fitting in the throne of C^far^ might 
fit there as Gody and might fi^ew hinfelf 
that he was God (as many of the Romaa 
Emperors did :) So that the c\2i\Jik— fitting 
in the temple of God — has evidently op pecu-, 
Jiar fitnefs, as applied to the ufurpation of 
divine honours by a civil tyrant \ whereas 
we fee it has that fitnefs, when applied to 
a fpiritual tyrant. The - context therefore 
proves DOthin|^ againft the interpretation^ 
here propofed and defended* 

But, what is this temple of God? The 
temple at Jerufalem, it will be iaid ; the 
only temple, fo called, then fubfifting in 

the 



158' P'raphetit CiiARACt9Efts ofAHltchr^^^ 

the wor!d]^j]* Admit' this to'Be thclttcrar 
ftnfc of the wordk. Yet ye remember fo' 
much of what- hath been faid con<*fnin|^ 
the prophetic ftylfc, zs not to tHiHfc' it^ 
ftrange, that the literal fcnfe fliould ih*^ 
volve irt it ah«>tHer, a' myfticai' riittmingi^ 
And this, whhoHt- aiiy* uneertiinty' whaM 
foever. For fo, the term, J^wi mfeirvs- ^» 
CbriJUan ; the term, David; *ieafis ^ Ci^?^ 7 ' 
the i»%r^«j^ of the temple-fervlce^' mHtH tU& 
/♦^oy^ir of Cbriftiaws ; pkiftly^Adcl>hftfled- 
If fo, in ^ nu«nbcrleft inftian^^s*' Agreeably* 
to this an^k^icdl ufeof Jfewlfll temf*, 4ft ti^ 
ftyle of the profrficts,- the tm^i^ of GedJ- 
nay tte fim^i of Jerufaiem [r] (if that ba* 

[q1 See Grotids, oh the |>|ace t ^ho appU^ thU pro^ 
phecy to Caius Caef^,' and thiiilc^it i^as fulfilled ^cii 
that Etiperor commanded his fiatue to be pla'ced in th6 
tempfe' of JerofaliSiTi. A itrange conjedbng ( whicM 
many wnters, arnd very lately an excellent prelate hfH 
well confuted^ Bilhop Ncmon*s Diff^cA the Profhi^. 
cles^ vpl.ii, p, 375* 

[r j Hitrofpfjiku in fcriptts ^ojphctartrm oocurfif irt 
emblbiia alusrios cujufdtam'J^>r^!^^ myftice ^edt4 
ceiui»'; quae Hihrofijyma noti pote^ eflfe nfbs quaeJa?m )J3 
niontibus Zione & Acra conilru<Sb, qualis fuit antlqual 

been 



l)Cefhtho ejfiprdSiibii) mvA\ in. all reafm, hd 
int^prc^ed. of. the< ChrtfiianL chuujb^ andl 
could . not^ in , the * prophetic langui^e,^ be • 
iaterpreted^ otherwifc, . When, therefore^/ 
Anticbrift i$*f*idita^/ in^tb^tetnpk^cfGodji 
it is the faidething a$ lif it had beenr fgid of^ 
Hxt\^Ti>at.bi.f$ttetby or rukth, in^tht chunks 
of Cbrifi,. Novt, fubftitute thefe words ^—/ 
the <burfb, of Chrift — lin ; the. room of- thofe : 
ojth^r yfjO/tA^T^the Umple of God% and fee, ; 
if Stf.Pf^uU Juppa&ng his pui^ieihad,b6eiij 
t^es^preis a; fpiritual poveercin>oppofitioa.tai 
a,civiU iee^iia^fifiSt' I^aul comkihaVei 
coayeyed that purpofe. more plaioljr^ t 

StUl^ ws^ ha^ve another^ aiad, if poilibfe^ 
apiprejieci&reitefticBQny imthts Revelations,. 
VfiTy> amoflghthe difierenc views^ which. Sc. . 
John giv^s : ui . 06 Antichrift) in fo nuiny<2 
diftia^ vifi{9p$,.Qne is fet beforeus in the;' 
follo^iDg n3anner-««.^8i^ / h£held..anotbirj 
ti^Jijcomil^'Mp out of Jb^^ earth, and.he hitis 

ilia ; fed opad^t e^e rem J^irltuaUmf in qva ^ttr^buta^ 
antiqujc Hicfrofolymx m^Jiics demon ftrcntdr. 



X 
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two borns Uke a lamb^ and be fpake as a 
Dri^on[/}^ Now^ if we had known no* 
thing more of thefe fymbolsy than what the 
obvious qualities of the animals themfeives 
fuggefted to us^ we could only have tn« 
ferrcd, that this ruling power (for that is 
the idea conveyed by the term» Beaft) 
would put on the appearance of a gentle 
and pacific adminiftration : I fay, the ap^ 
pearancei for what its real charafter was 
to be, is clearly enough exprefled in what 
follows^ that this lamb-like beaft fpake as 
a Dragon. But^ when we further reflet, 
that bomsy in the prophetic ftyle, are the 
emblems of power ^ and that a Lamb is the 
peculiar^ the appropriated fymbol of Chrift^, 
tbe Iamb of God, wbicb taketb away tbejin 
Mf tbe world [/]^ and is conftwtly fo em* 
ployed throughout this whole prophecy of 
the Revelations^ we muft, of neceifity, con- 
clude that a beafi witb tbe boms of a lamb 
can only be a ftate, or perfon, pretending 
«> jluch powers^ as Chrift exercifed, an4 

[5] RcT* xlii, I r* [t^ |Qh& i 29. 

^ . his 
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his Religion authorifeth ; that is, powers, 
not of thh worlds but purely fpiritual. 

The other fy mbol of a Dragon^ confirms 
this conchilioir. For a Dragon, in the 
prophe^i^sy'is the known fymbol of the 
old Rotnan Government) in its pagan, per- 
fecuting ftate. When, therefore, it is faid 
that thf beaft fpake as a Dragon, the mean- 
ing is. That Antichrift ihould aJTume the 
hijgheft^tbne of civil authority in promot- 
ing hts tyrannous purpofes, though he 
cToked his fierce pretenfions under the meek 
femblance of a fpiritual charaften Taken 
together, thefe two fymbols fpcak as plain- - 
ly, as Jfyfnbolic terms can fpcak. That 
Antichrift 'was -to be a religious^ perfon^ 
ifting-ih the fpirit o^/^fkcular tyrant. So 
• cxadtly is he charafterifed by the poet 
Mantuan, addreiling himfelf to one of the 
Popcs^^ 

Enfe potens gtmino, cujus vcftigia adorant 
€3*far et'-anrato veftiti mrrt-ice reges* • ' 

On the whole, I leave it- to be confidcr-^ 
<d, whether^.. when the prophecies j>ro- 
Vol. 11. * * M nouncc 
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nounce of Antichiifl:, that Be ihoidd -be, a 
power iiverje from all others*^ that he 
-flKmld fit in the temple «/ G^^aqd that he 
Ihould have tbt berm vf a kuab-^ leave it, 
I fay I to your confideraiion, whether kbe 
not plain that this excraordinaiy power, a 
Roman power^ And vefiding at Rome, was 
fo be a Cbrifiian andEcciffinftk^tli aod not^ 
Fagan and Civil ^tmev. 

IV. Another obvious chai;a£ter, of Ania- 
4thrift, or rather^ ean^lieatiM 4>f *chaiia££ers, 
is that triple brand, in^prefled upon hkn, 
of a tyrannical^ intolerant, and idolatrom^ 

The prophets hold him up to us, as 
reigning^ or exercifing an q[^>reflive and 
fuperemsaear dominion, a^;^ ihi kings, $fihi 
4artb^ that is, of the wefiem empiie j#] ; 
K making war with tbekmb^ sni ihe faints 
who receive not bis mark in tbfir fore^ 
beads \^2filMit is, perfecutiqg j;pod and 
confcientious Chriftians, who vefufb to 

{»] Dan. viu S. so* Rer. xviu i.t^fty* 
l^ DSii*vii*si» Rtrrrai»r4*;dii»7. ai* 

wear 
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wear tte badge iof Antiduifty ind t6iefi|e 
^nder bim ; aod, as anodaer BJakfbn^ tie \ 
mfitbir ef bariots mid akmiaMiiok pfjbe 
'jim\tb[x]j fibat is, as pdktttd hitnfJBtf/widi 
the grofiGft idolatary^ aod as f wTi^^g .li^ 
oat&Qiii ivitb X)h€ hn^ piiophanq XQisft^* 

tMen foiuid .upon A^ mmy f^^^(»$j^^ 

Jiftve ^pc^rcKi in ijie w<«-W, t^.i^ey^jm^ 
natibf ^cn as Uie ^j^#9^«tf fw^^^ij^^, 
that is, of the Papal Power: N^y^ f&P^^UbOp 
of Meauic goes fqrtW^ wd fmmf/d to 
ibew, by a very refined vg^S^ti^^ifi^^ 
very «r;^ of whoredom 9i!l^f9m^^i«H^[^ 

i^kb «be i!^ of thefe marJb;s, I mqitt, lem- 

itArRy., i^ifet forth by |he prapbet,*/ 1^ 

, li^i ♦/ Reyadaions, m»kie k iffipoffitjie tfw 
/US 10 apply tb^t mark tOiRame^Qhi^fclad*; 

Let us fee, then, jfirfti^ jnkV^ fyt§g i^BSfC 
jis « ibc sriticifin of tius teiaiMd jPrc|ftj|^ 

That ^hreidqmy ftr /ir«^4?f«j|.^jv<fec 
Jftl^gUHg^: 9f fcripture, n^^fis f4^(i^ j% 
MV^ <m all handft, ^f«fil.fiipj«^;]i)Sj/^r 

M a puted: 
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"pitted 1 *Whdciicr the figorattvc ufe of this 

iteroY aiofe from obferviog, how conftandy 

,^t pofiutioh accsnded id^atrous worlhip \ 

'orvhow filly af cotnmtmication with fidfe 

gdKbviay. be compaicd with that unlawful 

cofiUniieroe : Whati^ver be the ground of 

^e^anaSlogy, k k dear to a demonftration 

^fStaSi ioi^edam is but another name for xA- 

£f/^V ^ich^ under this idea, is very fre- 

riqttently charged upon the Jews by the an* 

^kaii^^»9phets» 

' Sfikii^^ii&es^ however, (without doubt, to 
-^^^Vater nhe tharge) the idolatiy of the 
j|[eiMsis confidered m the light of aduUery^ 
fhWt thy of infidelity to the God of Ifrael ; 
to ^oto, as to her proper Lord and /ftgT- 
Fanii, the Jewilk nation had, by cxprefs 
ftl|^kiaCioa', and in the moft ibiemn manner^ 
•i^nkAatd tierfelf, 

But>^' ndc^itbftanding this pmmilcuons 

•appfficadon of the terms, /(?r»/Vtf^iWf, and 

^^JiO^lf^^WlUb idblatry of the Jews in t6c 

*^tSi^t prophecies, it hath been remarked 

by the Bifliop^of Meaux^ ^< That Babylon, 
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or Rome, In the Revdations, is conftaRQ/ 
and uniformly fpoken. t^, as a where, and- 
not as an aduUereft : whence he concluc^s, 
riiac this charge is brought againft Pagan' 
Rome only, and not Chriftian Rome. For,; 
why, he afks, is fo much care taken not tO' 
impute adultery to idolatrous Rome, if it: 
had been a Chriftian city ? when its pol- 
luting itfelf with this crime, contrary to (he 
moft exprefs engagements, which Chriftian* 
take upon themfelves, of fidelity to the only 
true God, might juftly defervc, and, jn pro- ■ 
priety, may fcem to require, this opprobn^ 
ous charge, rather than that other Hghcer 
one of fornication ; whereas, if Pagan Roma 
be here meant, its idolatry could only.be 
let forth under the idea Qf fornication f ajtH 

wt of a^uif^ ijy 

\ji] Le Taint apAtre a bteii ptis garde ie aepn noffl' 
mer la proflituee, dppt il prie, t 
fioixB^'Ji*, maU ime fcmmc p 
avoir employe le moc HoMtere ; 
jviter I'idee d'une cpoute infictel 
^ Proflituec, comme une K^xe , 
montre dairemcnt qu'il a pris des idees toutes contrairea 

M 5 Now, 
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"Ht^f aldioogh, aft I dbfiurVed^ the ido 
]&trou3 Jcfws are ffequcritly Mated by their 
prophetfli as fwmcatwsi as well as ^uiter^ 
mi^ xiiYf are much more freqtieritly [k] re- 

l^'cdUs-)!, puis 4ifau lieu de produhrt rxtia Jihifilkn 
it^SffO^idvimoimnaeSamrie^ •uttefeis pmie 4u 
pf^fif faintf comme il aurok fait s^ aToit voulu nous 
Yeprefentei une egliiie corrompue, il nous propofe unc 
JBaSykftef qui jamais n'a et^ nomm^ dans Falhanc^ de 
pMa. Nous avoiis au^ remarqui qu'il n'amt jantais 
dDBlui'& Ifi Ffoflituee ic titre d*epoufe infidell ou r«t 
fvsiii^i ipais que par tQ9t U s'e^oit fervi du tcxnie de 
formcaiioMf ^id6 tous ceux qui revenoient au mim6 
ieps. ' Jt (^\b <|ue tcs mpct ^ confini^t qudquefms 
iPfce celii! d^adt^^^f mais lejvri dk rmyomtemint cm^i 
fit^^fue dk jfrfffis ^Mikrf Saint Jooa m/# tc^wrs ce 
dfxmer.-mt ^Jr morqueroif i^d^^' nncUe^ k manage Jou* 
SlL et faiHa^cf r&mpi'i^ ZcC'^^Vu^calyJe ivvec une JKr- 
fit^athh ; Wr A^r^ J^^^ SeHegui- B^ffUef^ Evtfue ds 
JMAX^. n$,i^ tik i^ AV^«T]SBM£KT, p. 32I<^ 
323. Par.16909 12% 

[%] The re^fon I take to be. That fimicathn^ that 
U^ y^f^fi luil| t^id genera) proititution, fenced beft to ex* 
fs. tht unbridied and indifcriminate paflion of the 
ITS j^r the dainon-urodhip of their neighbours:, 
lei^, th<^ crime of adultdy^ though of a blacker dye^ 
j4nd|t in that "W^y more proper to expofe the malignity 
of their pfence, does not convey the fame ideas of uni« 
Veri^^l pollution, being ufually committed, hecaufe it is 
fo ^ifpinal^ with more diftinftiop and reftraint* 

' prefcntcd 
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prefentod uodcr the foamir idsa, than the 
loittt V and aldunagh it be. theiefore true, 
thzt fimuaiim is not Qcceflarily, and ekclu- . 
fively, to be underftood x>f Pagaa Idolatry, 
hut may wdl be implied to Chriftian idola- 
ters, as h wa» to the Jewifh ^ yet the force . 
of the learned objedx>r'5 ai^;ument will not 
be obviated hy this obfervation only. For 
the i^rds of it lie& in thls^ <^ That the idola- 
try' of Rome in the Revelations ia evety 
tvkere^ that cs, purpofely, tertncd fanioh' 
Hon (to iniintiate to us, that the charge is 
direfted againft a Pagan CiQr, and not • 
Chriftian Church), and m where f that is, 
ptorpofdy again, called ^di$lte9y^** 

The objeAion is extremely ingenious^ 
and, fo far as I know, hath be9»> hitherto^ 
unanfwered. Yet, if wf good reaibn ^an' 
bt aifigned why the prophet ftould thus 
ftudioufty prefer the term, fimicaiim^ W 
diat of aduUeryj in (|cfaribing die idoktfi^ 
of Chriftian Rofne, notwichftanding tbofe 
terms be ufed inc^Serently hy the Jewi& 
prophpts, wb^A thsy r^prgw th^^ j^vlatry 

M 4 oi 
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of their own countrymen^ the BShGp:>of; 
Meaux would himfelf acknowledge, that 
his objedion falls to the ground. 

Now fuch a reaibn offers itfelf to us in 
the EMBLEM, under which St. John dmics 
to rcprefent his idolafroos fodety. This 
emblem is^ Babylon \ a Pagan idolatrous 
city:; to which the idea of fornication may 
be colourably, and hath, in fa^^ been, ^- 
plied [a]^ in order to expreis the trarifgref^ 
fionof the law of nature, in its idolatrotrs 
worfliip : But to fuch a city, adultery could, 
in no proper ferife, be applied; bedaufe, it 
I^ad never entered into any clofe engage- 
ment, or marriage-consra&y as it w«v, 
with the God of heaven. . 
, Thi$. bqiag admitted, we fee the reafon, 
why Home Chriftian is taxed .as a wbore 
fimply^ ^nd not as an adulcerefs* For 
whap. bad been improperly faid of the type, 
cannot, oi^ the principles of decorum, be 
transferred to the anti-typi. If Babylon 
be . only a harlot i ^ ihe is a harlot ftill, and 

V 

- fi»] Ifaiah xxiii. 16, 17, Nahym iii. 4. 

• - nothing 
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Ifotliing ihottyyfhth flie (lands for Rome^' 
whether Pagan, or-Chriftian. The cdn- 
cinnity of the figure, and the juft cor- 
x^fpicmdence of the thing fignified to the 
iign, demands the obfervance of this rule ;^ 
^riliich cannot be violated without mani- 
&A abfurdity and confufion. 
. "But why then, it is aflced, was ftich 
an emblem employed ? Why was not Je- 
rufalem, ,or Samaria (of which adultery 
might be predicated) rather chofen, than 
Babylon, for the type, or reprefentadon of 
idolatrous Cbrijtian Rome ?** 

The reafon, again, is obvious. It was,^ 
becaufe Babylon was the Jbft of all ido- 
latrous cities ; and the Jliteji [i] to emble- 
matize the enormous guilt, or to fet in 
full light the extenfive influence^ of tdo- 

[f ] — v/^'' '' '-f ^^^ land of grofoen imagti^ and thiy an 
mad itp^ their idols. Jer. 1. 38. Again: Babylm hath 
hun a golden cup in the hordes handy that made all the 
e^rth drunken • ^ naiiwt have drunkm efher wincy there* 
fire fhe nations are, mad, . Jer. li« 7. Compare Rev* xvii*— <- 
the inhabitants efthe earth have leen made drunk tvith 
ihi wine ^he/JfrHication.- 

"■ ' latrous 



lat^ws Rdincs. For tvh^ in m turOf "fm- 
dm m^0r of barUis ami ahmMaims ff 
tke$artb\ the /»ri»^ cor raptmg the i&ral£m 
world with her fornication* and the fattter,. 
the Cbr^km. 

When thcrcfom for this, or the like rca- 
fon, Babylon was made the emblem o£ 
Chriftian Rome* the prophet was obliged 
to retsun the idea of fornieation, only, and 
not to interpoie that ci adultery^ through 
tl» whole tenoiur of his application. 

Lt may, further, be worth obfervin^, 
that pagan idolatiy is, for the moft part, 
es^fed by the aintient . presets under the 
noDon of LVEs, or i^Ymc vanities [r}; 
and vtr]^ rarelyt i think in no Riorc tha» 
Me or two Jboit pa&ges, under that of 
foamcoftion^ For vague Inft was fo g^per^dl^ft 
praftifed in the heathen world, and the law 
of nature, condemning that vice, fo little 
known, or refpefled by it, that the meta*. 
phor would not have conveyed to a Pagan > 
idolater the atrocious nature of his cripc. 

The 
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The Mofaic Law, on the other hand^ ia« 
terdifting [^fornicati<Mi in the fevereft terms, 
and requh-ing that there JhouU be no wl^ore 
9f the daughters tff lfrn€l\i\ the guilt of 
idolatry was very forqibly» as well a3 na- 
turally, reprefented to a Jew, under that 
idea. 

Accordingly, we find, that the prophets 
every where, and in whole pages, employ 
this figure, when they addrefs themfelves 
to Jewifh idolaters. Whence it may feem, 
that, although there be fufficient authori- 
ties to juftify the prophet St. John in con-^ 
fidering his emblematic Babylon under thcj 
idea of a barht^ y« he would not have 
profecuted even this inferior charge of Z^- 
niaUim fo far as he has done, a^d. in fa 
many parts of his prophecy, if his purpofe 
had not been to apply it to a idieving^ and 
not a Pagan city. If the myftical Babylon 
be Cbriftian Rome, we fee the force and 
propriety of this reprefcntation j which had 
plearly been lels apt, if Pagan Rome,, ac- 

M Dcut.3ttia. 17. 

cording ^ 
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cording to the Bifhop of Meaux, had bccd 
intended by the prophet. 

We fee then, in both ways, why Rome 
is not an adulhrefs in the Revelations ; and 
why (he is fo emphatically, z harlot. The 
type employed forbad the former charge/ 
though the anti-type be Rome Cbrijiian: 
The Jatier charge had not been fo much 
laboured, if the anti-type had been Romi 
Pagan. 

Thus, the edge of this acute objeftion 
is entitdy taken off, and the execution, it 
was to make on the Proteftant fyftcm, pre* 
vented. 

To return, now, to the confidcration of 
om ibree marks. Thcfe marks, it is faid, 
agree to fo many other powers, befides that 
of the Papacy, that they dannot be made the 
pecuKar, diftinftive charafters of Chriftian 
Rome. And, without doubt, confidered 
merely in themfelves^ they cannot. But^ 
having already underftood that the power, 
thus ftigmatized, is a^ power feated in the 
/even billed city, and that toO; an ccclefi^fti-^ 

caj 
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cal power, one fees '■ clearly that,, if the pro* 
phecies have hithtrto received their ac« 
coiQpliihment in any degree, thefe marks 
can. only be fought in Papal RotnTi ^<vl 
muft be the proper^ e^silu&te charaders of 
that power. I fay, one fees Msi but, ic 
muft be owned, n<>t without amazement. 
That a fpecies. of government, callieg it- 
jfelf Chriftian, and profeffing to. oiodel idelf 
00 the exatnple of the Lamb, on the pu«e 
and fiidple principles oS |j)e G(>fpel, (houU 
yet be all over ftaitoed with thok ^cific 
vices, which Chriiiianicy mod abhors-^ 
the utmoft pride of fecular domination —?- 
the mod relentlefs zeal againft the r^ts of 
confcience — and, what is (Ull more incre- 
dible, the moft blafphemous idolatry. The 
accumulated infamy of tbcfe crimes ftruck 
the prophet, St. John, fo forcibly, that, 
on the fight of this portentous monfter^ 
exhibited to him in the vifion, he wondered^ 
as himfelf exprefles. it^ with great aJmra* 
tion[e^. , . 

£«] Rev. xvli. 6, I0«^ii7« $«£?/(« u,(ytt. 

But, 
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But, ftx;ange as this MRon appeared to 
die facred pr0pb<t9 the Pa|>d b'dftoiy^ is 
found to realize all the wonders of it : And^ 
backward as we mny be to interpret this 
vifion Jo( a church; proCeficK^y Chriftiai^ 
that thorch heifelf 4s fo little ibandallatid 
at the iffiputation ef thefe crimes, chat fte 
is ready xo avow them aH ; the iwo firfi^ 
dbedly and openly } and the lafiy when ftt 
in a cenftin light, «nd -explained in tier 
own manner. In fliort, (be prides beiCelf in 
the t^mt (fberfway [/], and the jSn rf 

[/] Not held of the AviX power, o\ adcnowledged ta 

be fo held) but ufurped upon it^and infolently directed 

againft it ; as is well known from ecclefiafUcal hlftoiy« 

■theF^tfiismt Amkhtyi: G§d fitthUl (feys the^^ 

AbbeFlcuiy, wldi a zeal beoomin^ a member pf the 

Papal communionv) But neither is be imfeccahle^ nor 

has he an ahfolute authwity in the church §ver aU thiftgs 

doA temporal and fpiritneil'^Le pope nU^pOs Pj^ichift ; 

.m Diem nepiaije; mats il n*e/i pas in^pce^aiUy m mwufr^ 

ahfrlu dans Peglife pour k tew^el et pour lej^iritnel [4*™* 

dtfc. fur Vhiji. ecckfiafiique^ p. 173. Par. .1747, .1 a*.] 

' The Pope, he fayt, is liot an tAfibtH montir c h inthf 

church over all things temporal andfpiritual : That {% he 

vught not to arrogate to hirafelf the power of an abfblute 

monarch ; for that the pope aCumes to be fucfa a mo- 

ber 



jbfr Mal[g% tnd only quibUes . wbb us 
about the meaning of the tern^ idoktty. 

narch, and, la fa^l, exercifed this ffipreiiie monairchical 
j)0wcr in-thfe church, through^'niany ages, the learned 
Ii6id cji\idid writer 'had AnAfpoHMy fiiewn,«fn the dil^ 
ipiiif<)9 \|4ience th^fe words ^re^uotvd. But ao^ ttns 
moimrclAcd^ joverejgnty in all things tftnfotxdy 4fs ^weil as 
£>iritual^ IS certainly one prophetical note or charai6l«v 
"by which the perfon'or power, %led ahtichriftian, is 
'di^Aguiihed. Let the P<>pe, then, be whatiicwiU, 

we (Ure mrfanted by M. Fkpiy himself tm nooduih^ 

that he hath, at leafl, this mark of Aoitichnil. 

\g] In the perfecutien of heretics ; which M. Bofltiet 
^tegards as ib little difhonourable to his tommunioiiy 
*that he thinks it ufoint not to be €alkdi»que/iion->^'<sX)& 

che ufe'Of the fword in matters ofrdigion, an wttitmhed 

right''^2xA concludes, that there is no illufion more dan* 
-gerous than to confider TOLEiiATroN, as a ynark of ihi 
'true Church-*^ texeretfe de la 'ffuiffnmce du glaive dans its 
' tttittieres de la religion C^ de la confidence ; choje, ^e n€ 

'feut itre ri^quee en daute — le droit eft certain-'^il ft'y a 
'point ^illttfion plus dangereuje que de dont^r la soitf- 

i^&ANCK pour un caraSere de ^vrt^ Sg^Ji* Hill* des 

Var, L X. p. $z« Par. 1740, ii**, 
' Thus, this ^reat dodtor of the cath<dic Church, to* 
y/fTttds the dofe of the laH century. And ]uft now, 
another eminent writer of that communion vety round- 
ly defends the murder of the Bohemian martyrs at Con- 
^ ftancei and (what is mote provoking fiill) the fraud 

To 



176 Fr&pbiih Characters of Antklhrij^. 

To cut the matter (boit, then, ahd xb 
keep clear of thofe eodlefs debjites concern- 
ing the worlhip o{ Images^ of the Cr^, and 
of the Hofi in the celebjation of the Mafs % 
, debates^ which a dextrous ibphift may find 
.means to carry on with a fliew of argil^ 
ment, and with fome degree of plaufibi- 
lity : To fet afide, I fay, all thefe topics, let 
itbeobferved, at once. That idolatry^ in the 
. Scriptural fenfe of the word, is of iwaforts^ 
and confifts either, !• in giving the honoiir 
due to the one true God, as maker and 
governor of the world, to any other fup- 
pofed, though fubordinate god j Or, 2, ih 

rnnd tU-fiuthj through which the piou» and tender- 
hearted Fathers of that council ryihed to the perpetra- 
tion of it, M, Creviert Hift, ^ VUmverfite di Paris^ 
t. iii.l.vL p. 4359 &c. Par. 1761, 12®. — Can it be 
worth while tafjpend words in fixing this charge of iiff- 
tokrance on the church of Rome, when her ableft ad»-* 
vocates, as vf€ fee, even in our da}'s, . openly triumph 
in it ? But, then, hath fhe forgotten who it was thalT 
the iM^ophety^, drunken Hxjith the hlood cf the faints^ ani^ 
ivith the hlood of the mart^s of Jefus^^'?iS:7. x^ii. 6 ? 
Alas, no : But (he wonders, by what figure of fpeecb • 
heretics are called Balnts ; and r^hels to the Pope^ Martyrs 
ofjefus./ 

giving 
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giving the honour due to Chrift, as the lole 
mediator between God and Man, to ,any 
other fuppofed, though fubordinate, pne- 
diator. The former j is the idolatry, for- 
bidden by the Jewifli law, afldl3y the jaw 
of Nature : The latter, is Chriftian ido- 
latry, properly fo called, and is the abo- 
mination, prohibited and corfdenrihed, jn fo 
feverc terms, by the law of the Gofpel. 

Now, whether the former fpecjes of ido- 
latry be* chargeable oh the church* of Home 
or not J and whether the crime of that 
ipecieSy may not be incurred by honour- 
ing the true objedk of worlhip, through the 
medium of fome fenfible image : What- 
-€ver> I: fay, be 4i^termiined on thefe two 
points (which, for the prefent, fhall be fet 
* afide) the other fpecies of idolatry is, with- 
out all doubt, chargeable on any Chriftian 
church that (hall adopt or acknowledge, in 
its reli^ous addrefles, another mediator, 
befides Chrift Jefus, 

But the church of Rome (I do not. fay, 
in tbc pnvate writings of her divines, but) 

Vol. II. N in 
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in the Iblcinn forms of her nlvaX, puhtickly 
profiffes^ and, by her canons and councils, 
auibmtathely tnjayns^ the worfliip of faint^ 
and angeb, under the idea of mediatory 
and interceflbrs : not indeed in exclufion 
of Chrift, as 0iej or, if you will, as chief 
mediator, but in manifeft defiance of his 
claim to be, the fok mediator. This 
charge is truly and juftly brought ^^nlt: 
that Church, as it now (lands^ and bath 
ftck)d, for many ages; and cannot, by any 
fubterfuge whsdtfoever, be evaded \b]. And 

[hi See V}trbg» Afocafyff. Exp. p. 603, and the 
authors ci^ by him : But, above aU, (ee Mr* Mede*s 
exquifite and unaniwexable difcourle, entitled, Tht 
Afofia^ (jfthi lattiT times. 

Tit true» the J&SBitip of Mdiu± is pleafed'to diveft 
himielf with one pftrt of this difcourfe; I mean, that 
{Mirt, which contains [ch. zvi* and xvii.] the learned 
writer*^ interpretation of Daniel's prophecy, concern- 
ing the Grods M^uxsum. He finds fomethin^ plaifaht 
in diis id^y ot rather in this bard word, which he rt- 
peau fb often, and in fuch a way^ |^ if he thouf^t the 
very found of Mahuziumf was enough to expofe the 
comment and Commentator to contempt. Hjfi, Jes 
Far. 1. xiii, p. 260, 261* But^ after all, the ingqiious 
Prelate would hayc done himfclf no difcredit by being 

there* 
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therefore, to the other charafters of Pride 
and Intolerance, which Ihe takes to herfclf 
with much complacency, Ihc muft, now, 
be cocitent (whether ihe will or no) to have 

a little;. more ferious in dlicuffing an interpretation^ 
which Sir Ifaac Newton adopts without fcruple {Ohjl 
ih the prophecies of BaAlel^ l^c. p. 192] ; and which, in 
stoere rt(pe£t to the prbpH'et, he fhould, at lead, have 
<x>^d^|ceo^ied.tD niplace by fome other and more rear 
fbnable interpretation. But it is the infirmity of thi^ 
lively, man, to be jocular out of feafin* Thus, again, 
Jteraillies Luther; for an aflertidn of his, delivered"/ it 
ieeihs, ndth ibme. aiTurance, and, in the form, as he 

Jretends, of a pfedi6lion, That the Papal power would 
)eeiihf decline and come to nothings in con/equence of the 
Re/hrmation. . The event, he lays^ has belied the pn>- 
J)liet; ih€ PoiJe ftlU keeps his grovi^ld; and then (in an 
unlucky parenthefis) labghs to think, how man^ others^ 
hefides Luther^ will he ^qfljed iopiecei againft this StoKs 
"^iieH d'autreSf que Luther ^Je hriferonl contre cette PiBRRt 
[y^dr. 1. xiii. p. 244]. NoU^, If the glory of faying a 
^bod thin|( had not infiituated this Catholic Biihop, 
could he liave helped ftarting at his own comparifon of 
zjtone^ as apptied to Ludier and the Reformation, whea 
it might fo namrally have put him in mind of /hat pro« 
phetical stone, which fhall one day become a gredt 
mountain^ and tfeak in pieces it certain imjl(^, andfland 
^r «w [Dam ii, 35, 44.] ? 

N 2 th^t 



that of DiEMON-woRSHip, or antichrist 
TiAN IDOLATRY,' faftcncd upon hcr. 
. Nor let the followers of that communion 
think to dude this . charge^ by %iflg9 
J*bat tbey only requeji the faints , as we com- 
fhonly do any good man^ to pray for them [/]l 
Falfe, and difingenuous ! Falfe ; becaufe 
their breviaries and litanies (hew, that they 
Supplicate the faitits to befriend them by 
^heir own inherent pow^r, :or to intercede 
for them to the throne of God by virtue 
of their own perfonal merits {*], in Waf' 
phcmous derogation to the aH-atoning and 

\t\ UEglUe, en n6us enfeignapt qu'il eft utile iat 
' prier les Saints, nous enfeigne a les prier dans ce ixi^md 
efprit de ckarite, et felon cet ordre de foci^t6 frater- 
nelle qui nous porte a deinander le fecoun de nos fieres 
vivans fur la terre; <^ le Catechifme du Coacile de 
^rente conclut de cette dotStrinei que fi la qualite de 
•Mediateur, que recriture donne a Jefus Civrift, recevcut 
quelque prejudice de rintercefficMi dcs Saints qui leg- 
aent. avec Dieu, elle n*en recevrpit pas moihs de i^i^ter- 
^ceffion des fideles qui vivent avec nous. . 

M. Boss VET, Expofition de la- do^rine de l^Egl^t 

CathoUque^ p« 17, x8« Paris J67U 
W Vitringa, p. 60 j, 604. 

incora- 



intommmiicable intaroeffioo of Jefus.^ DiJ^, 
ingenuauSj tQa\ becaufe they know very 
well, that the queftion is concerning un-r 
feen and heavenly mediators only, not 
men like onrfelves, . fuch as /we live and 
CQM^^ with oa eau'th ; urhom we only ad^ 
monilh of then* duty, and to whom we only 
do ours, when we call upon them to exert 
an a& of piety and common charity in 
praying for their fellow-chriftians. Our 
mean^g \% but that which the.Apoftle 
well exprefles, whea be would have us conf- 
Jider 0ne an^bery to pjr^pke unto love and 
$0 good works \t] \ and not at ^1 to fupplit- 
cace Qur Chriftian brethren as powerful in* 
tercefibrs, in whofe nocritx^ious virtues wc 

« 

confide, and to whott), as pofieffing a pro-^ 
j)er ifitercft in the Aifnigbty, by the wortb. 
of thdr own perfoas, we commit-our dear- 
eft concerns. The for^veaefs of oqr finSj^ 
and the falvation of our ibu|s» 

^' But this, it will be fald, is a very de* 
fefti^, and e^en un£ur, dQMunt of the 

\i] Heh.x. .24. ' . . 

N 3 mattcrt 



matten We do more than admom& out 
brethren of thdr duty, when vi[e foUicit 
their prayers for us. Wc invite them di- 
reftly, and formally, to intercede fw U9 tQ 
the throne of Grape. We ^ allowed^ 
nay encouraged, to }ay a ftrefs bo their ID? 
terceflk>n ; and, what is more, ^mr^giyei^ 
€0 onderftand that fuch interacffiotp, e%c- 
cially if it be made by good inen, will 
have weight and infiuthce in heaven^ 
What elfe is the meaning of tl^e Apoftk, 
when he aflufes us, Thaf the effeSlual fer^ 
V^f pr^er of a righteous man avaiUtb 
<^ucb. James y. i6.f And, if the prayer 
of a rigbte^^s man^ much more the prayer 
of glorified iaihts aqd aogeUJ' . 

I have put the argun^ent, I think, in all 
its forcf,' and (becaufe the advocates of the 
papal caufe a6fed to tjiink it unanfwerable) 
fliall examine it, with care. 

^' We apply to good Chriftians, or to 

thofe wc efteem fuch, to intercede for us 

:by their prayers to heaven.** Wc do fp \ 

and are encouraged in this, application^ by 

the 
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the effamph^ arrd by the JireffUns^ of th^ 
ApofUes. For I (hall not take advantage 
of what Ibme have conceived to be the 
meaning of St. James^ in the place alledged, 
where he attributes {o much to the prayer 
of a righteous man. That the prayer, there 
ipoken of, is tbe prayer of faiiby or a Ipiri- 
tuaLgift miraculoufly conferred on the firft 
teachers of the Gofpel, and confined to 
their miniftry : I will not, I fay, take ad* 
vantage of this glofs; becapfe, whatever 
foundation it may ieem to have in the 
context of tfiat epiftle, I allow it to be 
dear from other places of the New Tefta* 
roent [m]. That the dyty of Chriftians is 
^ pray) that is, to intercede^ for each other* 
But then I defire it may be obferved, 
I. What difference there 1% between de« 
firing good men to pray for us, in the 
Gofpel fenfe of that duty ; and defiring 
Saints and Angels to pray for us, in di« 
fenfe of the papal ritua^* We reqqeft 

> 

[m] I TheO; r. x^. i Tim* ii« |. and cUcwhpre, 

N 4 thqfc 
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^fe. prayers, oftly as thfy iha}l be offered 
up in the name^ and through the merits^ 
of the great, and properly fpeakbg, fol^ 
interceflfor *, and we look for no effe<^ from 
^em,' but on that condition. The Church 
of Rome ^ddrefies berfelf to Saints ^nd 
Angels, as tHfefceffors^ by^ what we may 
t9ll^ their own right, by virtue of their 
own inherent fanftity: Or, rather, (he 
s^Ues.to them dire&ly^ as to Savmrs^ 
for thdr proper and immediate heip, and 
c^peifts it ffom the fuppofed privilege of 
their rank, or merits^ independently of 
their prayers^ qr^ at leaft, of the i»4»Mr 
1^ whi<:h ttioft prayers (hall be .prefentsed 
tte'^i^h Ac ftamc of Jefus. The fermaj 
wo;^ ^ ti)eir Liunies flicw, ^lat fiidl is 
(heir meaning. 

jBi»t tbcy will fay, that this oondttioil 
of ibii6rcedmg» or faving, tliroug^ cbe 
naerits .of Chrift, is impl^, tbougii not 
fKpift&d, I r€|>ly then, 

2. That, admitting it to be fo, there is, 
yet, thS ^dcift • diflference between praying 

to 
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to Saints and Angels to pray fbr us, though 
in the Gofpel fortns of interceflion \ and 
merely requeuing good men to pray for us^ 
in thofe forms. The latter addrefe is made 
in a way remote from all appearance of 
idolatry^ and free from the fufpicbn of ]t^: 
The former y is preferred in the place^ at 
the time^ whh the pofture^ in the language^ 
in fiiort, with all the circumftances and 
formanties x£ divine worlhip« . 

3» I.obfcrve, that, when we alk the 
prayers of men, we know that they hear 
our addnefs to them r We cannot cvien.iapk 
pofe thus much of Saints and Aagels^^ 
without afcribing to them the. iacommq* 
nicable attributes of the Almighty. . 

Still,: it may be ia(ifted, tW j^v^iyas^ 
whether ofie^ed vp to <iod. by 'libcn, ck 
^orified ^rits^ are however to cbe coqh 
fidered m the iight of Iniert^ans\ and diat 
tlierefore, Co far a$ we combat thepradice^ 
faint-woriliipoQ that ground, Pr6teftafi«s, iiJ^ 
well as Papifts, wtwn they ennrploy the 
prayers of othcfs, are guilty of idolatry. 

. This, 
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This, in truth, is the hinge, on which 
the queftion turns: And, to fhew the 
difference of the two cafes, palpably and 
clearly, I fay. 

Fourthly, and laftly. That the Gofpel, 
in permitting, or rather in commanding 
us to aik the prayers of each other, jufti- 
fies this fort of interceflion, and abfolves 
it from the blame and guilt of idolatry. 
It gives a fani^on to this mode of medi- 
ating with God by his Saints, on earth; 
and does not regard it as a pra&ice that 
interferes with the mediatorial office of 
Jefus, in heaven* 

The lame Gofpd, on the contrary, (I 
inquire not^ for what reafons) fays not a 
word» from which we can infer, that any 
fuch addrefs is dire&ed, or permitted, to be 
made to Angels or Spirits, It even con- 
demns all addrefles of this kind, under 
the opprobrious name of unauthorized, or 
,WiLi.-woR5Hip [n\. Though we be allow- 
ed, then, to have good men, in fonje 

fenfe. 
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ienfcf, for our mediators or xiAttctfEan on 
earth, we are not allowed to have any 
mediatbr or intercefibr in the tabernacle of 
heaven, but Jefus, the great high prieft 
of Chrtftsans, pnly. This laft fort of in- 
terceflion, by Angels and glorified Saints^ 
is 'againft the fpirit and letter of our re- 
ligion. It is a praftice, which, not being 
pnjoined, is forbidden 5 which, being dif- 
^Uowed, is reprobated. In a word. It en- 
trenches on the incommunicable honour 
and prerogatives of the great, the appoint- 
ed, the fole Mediator in heaven, feated 
at, Qod's right hand, who ever livetb to 
make i^terceffion f^ us [^]p It fcts up new 
mediators, witboyt, and againft his leave : 
It IS, then, un-cbri^ian, and idcfatrous. 

Thus at length, {. fuppofe, it appears 
jndiiputably. That we are neither unreason- 
able, nor uncharitable, in charging ido- 
latry, as well as the othef two anti- 
phriftian y jccs of pride^ and intolerance, to 
^e account of papal Rome. 

[c] Heb. vii. a j. 

y.Thc 
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lS8 Pr&phelU CuAViACT^tL^^/JkfuhfiJf. 

V* Tte bft prophetic mark of Antt 
chrift) which t Ihall hava time to poifit 
out to you, and what perhaps you may 
eftcem the moft material o£ -all^ is, Th$ 
TIME i» wbicb that power is faidto maki it^ 
appearance' in the is^orld. ; "../^.y: 

It hath been already obftrved f^ J, that 
the cMonology of the prophecies is, for the 
moft part, not defined with' that exaftrifefs^ 
which we expeft in hiftorical compofiriorw; 
It is commonly expreffed in- *erms that 
may be interpreted with fome ktieud^i 
or, when the date i« more precifely dc^ 
Kvered, we are ftill <at a lofs, in fome- r€- 
fpeft or other, before the event, in what . 
manner to forjn our calcuktioai. Mow''- 
ever,' "the e!Xf)reIIi©il is net^-fbcio^e-aild 
vagtie,bi>t that we may'^deady ap^pckend 
vrfott/ what time the predii^ed event wlft . 
come to pafs. - ^ 

• Thbs, for inftance, thefeafonoftChrift^ 
'terrnng inie- the wsrld ivas fixed by fuch 
circumftances -as thefe-r-th^ it (hould'be 

[/>] Sermon VIII, p; 70— 74, aftdTSiprnion ix. p. 104. 

before 
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bofoi'e tlui total difiblutida of, die Jewifii 
ftate^^or Avhile the fecond temple was yet 
ftatuding t And> iwhen it . vras determinate-* 
fy foretold to.'fce'^afer die expu-ation; of 
fi^fUy vxfksi 'firpm ^t gomg . fartb .af ^ 
am^doHJminttffj'nmrfi -mtd N build Jerufakmi, 
fillip beiides the prophetic and fomewhat 
obfcure fehfe of the word a^^efa, we cannot 
beforehand t^ltolate exialdt]^ i»bin theie 
weeks eommcnoe [ j'}, of in vrtiat term they 
zvc to , be accc^mpHftia}. Yet, ' notwith- 
ft^nding thefc uncertain ti6^, the Jews faW 



; [q] •' Whatfoever dnie of MelBaVs appearing AI- 
'*. mighty Gpd i^iofeed out by Daniers jlxx Weeks. 
*^ yet I believe not that ;any. Jew, before the evcat^ 
** could infallibly, (fefign the time without ibitie lati- 
•* tude ; becaufe they could not teow infatfibly where 
•* to pitdi the head of their accounts, until the tvenx. 
^ difcovered it: yet in fijnie latitude i^cy might.** 
illede^ Worki, p. 7^7. 

And fo iix other inflances, " 1 do not believe that 

» 

•• the Jews themfelves covtld certainly tell from which 
^ of 4heir tbue tqptmfities to begin that reckoaiag of 
•* J.XX years, whofe end fhould bring their muro 
*' from Babylon, until the event aflured them thereof.** 
M(df, Wbrki, p. 66a. 

very 
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veiy dearly, and, from them^ the reft of 
the wcnrld conceived an expcAation, that 
the perfon predided was to apfpear in that 
age, or iAtnU that time, in which he did 
appear, and which, from the tenour of the. 
prophecies, they had computed would be 
the time of his appearance* 

In like manner, the feafon of Anttchrift's 
appearance in the world is left to be 
coUeded from general intimations; and^ 
when the duration of his tyranny is li- 
mited to i^aoehe hundred and Jixiy days^ 
befides that the expreflion, as before, is^ 
asnigmatical, we have no means of fixing 
the commencement of that period {q pre- 
cifely, but that (bme doubts may ariie 
about it, till the accompliihment of the 
prophecy (hall give light and certainty to 
the computation. Yet ftilly as in the" 
former cafe, we have fuch data to proceed 
upon in calculating the reign of Antichrift, 
as may let us fee ahwt what time it wa& to 
be expedted. 

Thus 
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Thus much being prcmifed, I hive w>w 
only to remind you oi what the prophecii 
exprefsly declare concerning the rife of AotU 
chrift; The cldeft of thefc, the prophet 
Daniel^ fays it was to be in the time of 
the fourth kingdom, tJiat is> of the IU>man j 
which, for the convenience of the pro- 
phetic calculations, is confidered as fub- 
filling, thoi^h in a new form, under the 
ten kings, among whom it was to be di- 
vided. He further tells us, that Antichrill 
was to arife from anumg^ and afier^ the 
ten kings j that is, we are to look for him 
tbenimd not before) when the Roman 
empire has undergone that change of go- 
vernment [r]. 

Next, St. Paul^ it fccms, had told the 
Theflalonians, what it was that, for a 
time, prevented the appearance of Anti- 
chrift : But that informatioa hath not 
been tranfmitted to us. However, Be fays 
to them — Te knew what witb-boldetb that 
ke migbt h revealed in his time : and fur- 

[r] Dan. vii. 

ther 
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fher add8> as, who novo Uttttb^ mU let, until 
be ke taken cut of the way [i]. 

Now, by putting thefc paflages together^ 
and by comparing them with the predic- 
tions o# Daniel, not we of thele later times 
only, btfiJre whom the man of Jin is fup- 
pofed to be evidently difplayed, but the 
early fathers of the church, long before 
the eretits happened to which thefe pro-> 
phetic notices could be dppUed, cleairly 
faw, or at leaft gena-ally cdnje£):ured> thiat 
the impediment^ here mentioned, was the 
then fubfifting power of the Cafarean go- 
<remment ; which, they faid, was firft to 
be t^en away, and then Antichrift would 
be revealed [/]• 

Laftly, the Apoftle Jit, Jbhn not only 
confirms the prophecies of Daniel, that 
Antichrift fliould arife out <^ the ten 
kings, who were to have the weftern 
empire (hared out among them^ but adds 

. \i\ .2 Thefl; ii. 6, ^ 

\t\ Sermon VII. p. i^— i;^. fiuj fee elpecially 
Mede's Works, p. 65 7. 

this 
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this remarkable circumllance. That he 
fhould RIDE the ten kings [u] \ which im- 
plies^ that he fhould coexift with thenn: 
And it farther appears^ that he was to. re« 
ceive his whole power from thern^ and was 
finally to be deftroycd by them. . . 

Now, turn to the hiftory of the fourth 
kingdom, and fee how . it correfponds to 
thefc prophecies. Obferve, when the 
wcftern empire under its Csefarean head, 
was taken away ; how it was, afterwards, 
difmembered by the northern nations \ by 
what degrees it fell at length, into ten^ that 
is, mat^ diftind, independent kingdoms $ 
at what time this partition .was made, or 
jrather fully fettled and completed. . From 
this time, and not before, you are to look 
for Antichrift, now gradually rearing him- 
felf up among the ten kings •, and at length, 
in a condition, by the power, which th^ 
gave to bim, to ride^ that is, to dire<ft and 
govern them. From this time, again^ 
compute the 1260 years, the prediAed 

[u] Rer. xvii, 7. 

Vol. IL O pcrio^. 



154 PrefhakCnAKACTZMjfjitrfiikriJf^ 

J^diod of ibis gdvemment i and, keepiitg 
your tyc all along on the ecckfiaftical and 
chrH ftate of our weftern world (the pre«- 
di€bed theatre of all thefe tran&£li6ns) fee» 
if you can help concluding, I do not &f 
at what precife time, but atittt What tlme» 
Antichrift appeared ; fkt, if the commence^ 
mem of his reign be not fb far determined 
as that you may bfc certain of its betn^ 
Irag fince pafl: ; and fee, if very nHScb^ at 
leaft, of that allotted /en>4 through whtck 
fais domimon was to coritinu^^ according to 
iht prophecies^ be not, by the evidtet 61* 
^eftation of hiitorys^ riow run butw 

To i>RAWy therii what hath becii faid 
4m die fevefal marks df Aiteicbrifl:, to a 
^ihtr ConfidcT) within what part of the 
-worlds he was to dppear ; in i»but fiat dr 
.throne, he was to be eftablifhed ; of %hhi^t 

ibW, his.fovereignty was to be; with what 
\ attriiutrsj he was to be invefted ; in what 
fiajbny or ahut what time^ and fdr hew bm^ 
*ja iim^heMzs to rdgn and profpo:: Con- 

fider thefe FIVE obvious charaftcrs of Anti- 
, cjirifl:. 



chf i(l>/ ujWch tjha prophets b^edifti^^ly 
^ foi-tb^ aiMi vjhich, froflf^, theip, ^ Ivrvcj 
fijocfflivcly h^id up to j(ou,: ^pjd^ t|M?p^ 

f«a^H, vbi<«h yoji fio4 i^kv^h^, \>y M. 

^rwg 9P in thjp W?ft j f$a|f d ^a f he city oS 
RQffle 5 calling hinjfeDF the Y?? V 9^ Chrift % 
Jft/fttf (?/»^»?<sjf I?/ ilqf$ie^f th^ <?, ^ig, 
matized with thpfe ?rip>ef, wjjicji ^lv#|j 
awiy, a^ f^cb, \k^d^ ppqft pppr<)b^rio^^^ the 
cnpi^s of tyr^nic ^Jopiiaipn, of jReifcfqtiofl, 
fijid ev^n^olatry § and laftjiy, |^^ fuhfiftr 
ing ii^ the world, jh^ygh ^ith eyi4ent fy^g- 
ptoms of decay, after a long reign, wl^o^ 
rife and progfefs can be traced, and whofe 
duration^ hitherto, is uncontradided by any 
prophecy : Put, I fay, all thefe correfpon- 
dent marks together, and fee if they do npt 
furnilh, if not an abfolute demonilrationj 
yet a high degree of probability^ that 
apoftate papal Rome is the very Antichrift 
foretold, 

O 2 At 
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At leaft, you will admit that thefe cor- 
refpondencies are lignal enough to merit 
your attention, and evai to juftify your 
pains in looking further into io curious 
and interefting a fobje£t. Ye will fay to 
yourfclvcs. That the prophecies concern- 
ing Antichrift deferve at leaft to be con- 
fidered with care, fince in fo many ftriking 
particulars, they appear, on the face of 
them, to have been completed. 

This ctmclufion it is prefunied, is a rea- 
ibnable one : And the end of this dif- 
courfe will be anfwered, if ye are, at 
length, prevailed upon u> draw this con- 
clulion. 
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SERMON XII. 



Uses of thi? Inquiry into the 

Prophecies, 

Rev. xxii. 7. 

BiboU^ 1 come quickly : Bkjfed is be tb4t 
- Jteepeth tbe fayings of tbe fropbeiy of tbis 

BEFORE we engage in a work of 
time and difEcuIty, yw naturally alk, 
^^ Cvi BONO, to ) wh^t confiderable end 
and purpofe> are our labours to be ne* 
ferred?'* 

Although it niay^ .then, be prefqmed^ 

, that enough hath been faid on the pjppbe* 

cies to excite. a reafo^able defire of look* 

ing further into them, and even to produce 

;^^ general perfuafion^ tha^t th^y have been, 

O 3 Qf 
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or may be, underftood ; yet, it may quicken 
your attention to this argument, and fup- 
port yburlnddiWy in tKe prdfccution of it, 
to fet before you the uses, which may re- 
fult from a full and final conviftion (if fuch 
Ihd^ld . te the HJvt of yoOr inquirfcS), 
That thefe prophecies are not intelligible 
only, but have, in niany inftances, been 
rightly applied, and clearly fulfilled. 

Thefe vsis ire Very tnany. I fliaU- 
^'€e\l6^,'6n)f,tia>o or fhr«e<^ the' nviie*ift- 
'-^r'tarit, ¥oi- "yiiur COnftdfefatioD. 

Though every period of propHec^ be 

inftruAive, that which takes in the great 

■"iv«iHts'aifil*"i-e^'Qtftieh$, %hich Wrei tf<^e 

'ib'^k^me'-eiMjnliu ^Cbun^i % ifot--^ 

''■Vibtis 4«ay!f,':hibife 'el^icidiy IhSSfeftiHg 
-%'tiy, ^oTWfe'te fh<ffe-^l8ttel- l^Tof ihc 

world. - 

"QOf^gije AtlnififtiUs tpt^\9il\clii% <C))ki&ined 

'^)Q'«^»^T€ft^Al}^1-,'^k!:h, >it)is ^prcftimW, 
-^^^ t<Hilfe'^«M«s, 'tife moft 4Con6tIasble 
- %y^,^^fcde%Dre flle'n»(^ ^isiitttt-iukl'^cir. 

' the 
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the RevdaU<f^sy which tre^t profefl^ly:9^f 
Xuch things as were jcp \^t^\ the fervajots^gf 
yefus{d]j from the prophet's own 4^j^» 
down to that awful pedod, rV^fhen al| the 
myftcrious councils of Qod^ .in regard fo 
theCbriftian difpenfation, ;^^11 \)e .finally 
ihut up in the day of judgement. To 
thefe predictions, then, a nipre particylj^ir 
attentiqn is due^ the rather becau)e they 
have iheen fpl^lUng iron;^ t^e ^me of tb^ir 
delivery — Mold I j»m,e . jj^V^^-r- and» 
.alx)ye alU l^ccaufe a bl^n^^i^ pronounced 
op thpfe, who ketpp that is, who ^ferv^e, 
who ij:udy and contemplate, the fyjfiflgs ff 
this book. 

AjQTuredly, then, ^is iludy will be re- 
yrarded with ggn^il bq^efi^^r Axvi qxf& foes 
iipinediately : 

I. In the fifft pI^qe^^^thatjaofniKill ben^ 
ouft arife to tbofe, .who admit :the C091- 
pleti(Hi of thefe |ir<^becks, lb &r, Inie^, 
^ the tepour .of the book |i>f))ces k prai^a- 
:Wc that tbqy hfve .btfjep SQR^tft^i /?i»» 

[41] Rev.i. i>.i 

Q 4 thf 
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the awfttl fenfiy which this conviStion muji 
needs give them of the Chriftian difpenfation 
itfelf. 

That this difpenfation, ufhered in by fo 

long a train of prophecies, Ihould ftill be 

attended by others, through all the ftages 

and periods of it'; thatfecdlar enipires 

" ihould rife and fall, unnoticed, as it were^ 

' by the fpirit^of God, while the kingdom 

* of his Son is * fo' peculiarly diftiriguifhed, 
and its whole hiftory, ih a manner, anti- 
cipated, by the moil exprefs prediftibhs: 
that Jefus fhoiild be, as' he fays- of himfclf, 
the alpha and omega, the beginning and th^ 
end[bly of all. God's religious difpenfatiohs 
to Vnarikifid : that his frfi comings or pcr- 

■ fonal appearance in the flefb, Ihould* be 
fignified from the foundation of the world, 
and from time' to time more explicitly dc- 
clared in a variety of fucceflive prophecii^s, 
till the great event, at length, fulfilled 
theni a31 : aind that, t6gether ivith this event 

• (thiefouhdation of others, ftiUmore illutei^ 

" ' » " • . •. 

ous) 
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' ous) his fecond comings in the fntUre and 
gradual manifcftations of his power (for 
they were to be gradual) ftiould be dif- 
tindtly marked out, and duely accompUfh- 

' ed, in the fortunes of the Chriftian church, 
or of that kingdom, which he came to 
creft in the world ; while this fubjeft, and 
no other, engaged the ultimate attention of 
ail the prophets : There is, I fay, in this 
fcheme of things, (bmcthing fo aftoniJhingly 
yaft, fomething fo much above and beyond 
jhe attention that was ever known to be paid 
to any other perfon or thing in the compafs of 
univerfal hiftory, as muft ftrike an awe into 
the hearts of all men, who confider Chrifti- 
amty in this point of view ; and muft com- 
pel the moft iffegligent to confefs, oj fufpeft 
at leaft. That fucb a difpenfation is a matter 
of no light moment, but, indeed, the moft 
important in the eyes of providence, and 
the mo(t interefting to mankind, that can 
be conceived, or exprefled^ 

If, then, there be rcafon, to admit the 
completion of fuch prophecies, rcfpcfting 

fuch 
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'ii«:k niubjcd, 01 any ^onfider^bk nutnb^ 
4xf inftances^ within that fpace of tiase 
fWbich is already elapfedi aod^ thereforjC, 
.<o €S(ptSl diat the remaining prophecijss 
vwiU^ io like manner^ be fulfilled, T(ie 
conclufion is, tliat the difpenfation of G^d 
throt^h Chrift is of the laft confequence to 
the inhabitants of this world : And tbe ob- 
vious u/e of this conclufion will be, that 
it further obliges all ferious mqn who have 
thus far profited by a iludy of th^ facced 
oracles, to put that felut^ry queftion jto 
themfclves — How Jballwe efcape^ if wc 
t»gUSfo gnat falvation [c] ? 

Connefted with this ufe of prophecy, 
.11. A feconi is. That it 4cts before us, 
tiot the importance only, but the truth pi 
Chriffianity, in the ftrongeft light. 

^o nuiny illuftrious eyents falling i/i, 
' one after another, juft as the word of pro- 
phecy foretold . they ihould, nouf! afford 
the moft convincing proof. That our Re- 
ligion is, as.it claims to .be^ of .divine in- 

[e\ Hcb. ii. 5. 

ftitutipn : 



^itiatkm : a fr^ofj the more conviodug, 
becaufe it is continualiy growing upon us,; 
and, the farther we are removed from thie 
fourcc of our religion, the clearer is ^faie 
evidence of its truth. Other proofs arc 
foppdfed to be, and, in feme degree, per- 
h^s, are, weakened by a length of time. 
But this, from prophecy, as if to make 
amends for their defefts, hath the pecu* 
liar privilege of ftrengthening by age it- 
feif : till hereafter, as we prefume, the ac- 
cumulated force of ib much evidence fh^ll 
overpower all the fcruplcs of infidelity ; 
and bring about, at length, that general 
cooverfioh both of Jew and Gentile, whieh 
^the facred oracles have fo «prefsly fore* 

* In bdtSi thefe ways, then, hy imprefling 
on the mifid the 'moft afTedting fenfe of 
Ohriftiatiity *, that is> bfgivmg t}s, Jlrfi^ 
the mod awful view of its pritmfionsy and 
.rt^»,'bj^ pl^udng the/rwgtf eomdSiM of 
^ts truth, the ^ord of prophecy hath an 
evident tend^cy, in .proportion as we |ee 
its acconoij^lifiimtat^ xo promote the great 

cndS) 
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ends, for which it was given, till the earth 
^Jhall be filled with the knowledge of the Lordj 
and all the inhabitants of the world fhall 
learn right eoufnefs [d]. 

Thcfe ufcs arc general, and concern all 
men: The 

III. Next^ I (hall mention, is more cfpe- 
. cially addrelTpd tp thinking and inquifitiYC 
men. 

When (he view of things, exhibited un- 
der the two preceding articles, has raifed 
our adtpiration, to the utmoft, of the di« 
vine councils in contriving, preparing, ^nd 
at length executing fo yaft a fchem^^ as 
that of Chrifl;ianicy^ for the benefit of man- 
kind; we are led to expeft that the ^^ 
wjU correfpond to the niean§ etqplqyed, 
and that a firiking change wUl, at tength> 
be brought about in the condition of the 
mofal wory, . 

But, i(\ (lirveying the jhiftpry of this 
pew religion, the theme of fp m^ny pro- 
phecies, apd the great,, the favourite ob- 

[J] Hab;iu i^r If. xxvi, 9. 

jeft. 
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jcft, if I may fo fpcak, of divine provi- 
dence^ ^* fome are not a Ihtle fcandalized 
to obferve that nothing hath come to pafs 
in any degree equivalent to fuch an ex- 
pence of forethought and contrivance; 
that, for a feafon^ indeed^ virtue and piety 
feemed to triumph, in the exemplary lives 
of the firft converts to this religion, and in 
the overthrow of Pagan idolatry ; but that 
this golden age was foon over ; and that, 
now, for more than fourteen hundred years, 
the pafllons of men have kept their ufual 
train, or rather have expatiated with more 
licence and fury in the Chriftian world, 
than in the Pagan •, that idolatry^ in all 
its forms, has revived in the bofom of 
Chriftianity; and, as to private morals^ 
that this Religion has even made men 
wprfe than it found them, or> at bed, of 
corrupt fenfualifts, has only made them 
intolerant and vindictive bigots ; that, in a 
word, the kingdom of beaven^ as it is called, 
has, hitherto, neither ferved to the glory 
of God, nor to the good of mankind ; at 

l(?a(t. 
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kaft^ to neither of diefe ends, ia the i^* 
gr$$, that m^ht have been expeded from 
ftich high pretcnfioos^^ 

The colourmg of tfaia pi^lure^ we wiH 
iay, is too ilrong: but the outline, at )eaft» 
IS &irly given. The corrupcioQS of the 
Chfiftian world have been notorious and. 
gfeat^ and thoi^ ihejr arc indeed the 
corruptbns of men catting thf^mfelvesi 
Chrifttans, and not the vices of Chriltt^ 
anity, yet he who the moft difpaffionatdy 
contemplates ib fad a fcene, can hardly re^ 
concile appearances to what mufl have been 
his natural expectations. 
: Here, then, the prophecies of this book, 
I mean, of the Apocalypfe, cooie in to ow 
X^aeS^ This book contains a deiaUed ac* 
count of what would befal nnankifld under 
this lail and fo much n)agni6ed difpenfa^ 
tion» It foretells all that hiftory has r^^ 
corded. It fets before us the corrupt ftat4 
of the Chriftian world in almoft aa ftroni^ 
a light, as that in which our indignant 
ijpeculatift himfelf has placed it. But it, 

likewife^ 
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likewife^ opeti& better things to oar 4idir» 
It ihews^ that the end of this difpenfatioa 
B to promote virtue ^nd happtnefe \ and 
that this end ihall finally, but thmu^ 
many and long obftrudions, be accom^ 
plifhed. It reprefents the cagie of righte- 
oufriefV, as ftill ttlaitlt^ining itfelf in ail the 
conHids^ to M^hich it is expoied i as 
gradually gaining ground, and prevailing, 
through chefeCret aid of divine providence, 
^ver i\\ oppofition, till it obtains a £rm 
and permanent eitablifbment ; till the Sainls 
reign (not in a fanatical, but in the ibber 
and evangelical fenfe of that word, rdgn) 
in the earth [el \ till the Lord Gvd omnipotent 

treisneth [/]. 

* So far, then, as thefe ptophccics appear 
to have been (Completed, they reconcile us 
to that . difordered fcene^ which hath hi* 
therto been prfefented to us ; and give re- 
pdfe tt> the anxious mind, in the alTured 
hope of better things to come. The 
worft, that has happened^ was forefecn^ 

[e] ReVtV, 10, [/] Rev«xix,6. 

and 
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and the beft, that we conceive^ will here« 
after come to pafs^ Thus^ the reafonablei 
expedations of men are anfwered, and tho 
honour of God's government abundantly 
vindicated^ 

IV. The /^ ufe, t fliall fuggeft to yoii, 
is that which immediately refults from the 
ftudy of the Apocalyptic prophecies con- 
cerning Antichrift ; I mean, The Support^ 
that is hereby given to Protejlantifm againft 
all tbe cavils and pretenjions of its adver- 
faries. 

For, if thcfe prophecies are rightly ap* 
plied to Papal Rome, and have, in part, 
been fignally accompli(hed in the hiftory 
of that church, it is beyond all dou'bt^ 
that our communion with ii is dangerous ^ 
nay, that our feparatioii from it is a matter 
of Arid: duty. Come out of ier^ my peopU^ 
that ye be not partakers of her JinSy and 
that ye receive not of her plagues [f J — arfe 
plain and decifive words, and, iif allowed 
to be fpoken of that diurch, bring the con- 

[^] Rev, xviii. 6. 

\ • troverfy 
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troverfy between the Proteftant and Papat 
Chrifl^s ta a iliort iifue. 
• I knov^, the advocates of Rome pretend^ 
that, not a fenfe of duty, but a fpirit of 
revenge optrsstts in the minds of Proteftants-^ 
when they alfe& to lay fo great a ftrefii 
oh the Apocalyptic prophecies. '* Reward 
ber^ even as Jhe rewarded jw« [i> J*-— is, 
they fay, another of their favourite texts^ 
by which they take them(eives to be as 
much obliged, as by tha^t which they fo 
comoionly alledge for quitting her commu^ 
nion. It is not^ therefore, to cover thenv 
felves from the imputation of fchifm, but, 
to authorize the vengeance, they meditate 
againft us, that we are ftunned with the cry 

of Antichrift and Babylonff]-*^ 

To this charge, I can only reply. That, 
if any Proteftant writers have put that fenfe 
on the words — -reward berj as Jhe rewarded 

you — they thuft anfwer for tbeir pwn tf- 

« -^ • ♦ 

Jf 1 M. de Meaux : VApocafypfi <pvec une exfUcathn. 
Avertifinenf aux Proteftants, P- 303, &c. Par. 1690. 
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iheriiy and indifcretton* They^ who iin* 
derftand themfelves^ and the langt»%e ot 
pfopheqr, difclaim the odious in^utacjon. 
They fay. That they neither admit the 
lawfulnefe of perfecution in. any cafe, on* 
the account of religion, nor havp the leaft 
thought of inftigating the Chriftian work) 
to any Iknguihary attempts againft t^t 
Papacy. What the event may be iq the 
councils of Providence, is another conii* 
deration : But they neither avov^, nor ap» 
prove thofe principles, which tend to prp«' 
ducd it. They, further, infift. That the 
two paflages under confideratton, diougb, 
both of them, exprefied in thp imperaHvi 
form, require a very different conftru£)ion: 
That the language of prophecy jf^^aw' very 
ofrejt tc| authorife what it only foretells; 
and to command that which it barelv p^- 
iftits: thait, t|berefore, the. fcpfc or foch 
pal&ges i^ to be determined by the circum- 
ftances of the cafe 5 that, wKere obedience 
lis lawful, there the preceptiifffdYrix may be 
admitted J but, where it is not,. tHere 

' ^" " ' nothing 



oottnog mo^e is intended than the cer^ 
t^inty of the. event: Tbs^t this diftin6tion 
is to be ipade i^ the prefent cafe; for that 
Chrifti^nity doth not allow vindiftivc re- 
taliations^ or holy fwars^ for the fake o^ 
foligion^ and tbac ofFenfive arms taken up 
in the caufe of God (how confidently foever 
fomc have juftified their zeal by the autho- 
.rity of the Jewifli Law, ill-applied) are 
abominable ai)d anticbriftian : Whence wi; 
rightly Qoncludei thgt — reward ber^ as Jbe 
rewarded ycu-^zxc words not to be taken 
injvin&ively; while thofe other words -^ 
come cut of ber^ nr/ people — exprelling no- 
thing bvt what it was previoufly our duty 
to do, are very clearly to be fo taken. 
/ Laftly, We fay^ that the context in the 
itwo places alledg^, juftilies this diftinftion* 
Pome OHt ef ber, my people^ Why ? That 
ye be not partakers of ber Jins^ and tbat ye 
receive not of ber plagues^ The reafon is 
juftt and fatisfaftory.. Reward ber. Why ? 
I^Q p^afon is afijgned, or could be afligncd 
(Onfiftently with the ipirit of the Chriftian 

Pa religion; 
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religion : It only follows, as fie has r^ 
^varied you — words, which exprefi only 
the meafure^ and the equitable grounds of 
the allotted puni&ment, not the duty d 
Chriftiins to inflift it. 

I rejiurn, then, from the confutation of 
this cavil (the moft plaufible, however, as 
well as invidious, which the wit of Rome 
has ^rted on this fubj'e^b) to the conclu* 
fion, before laid down, That the comple- 
tion* of the Apocalyptic prophecies in the 
Papal apoftafy, if fccfn and cpnfefled, afibrds 
an unanfwerablc defence arid vindication of 
the Proteftant churche?. 
'. This conclulion, that the Pope is Anti- 
christ, and that other, that the scripture 
is the sole rule er Christian faith, 
were the two great principles, on which 
the Reforniatioh was originally founded. 
How the/r^bf tbefe principles came to be 
V iSGK ACET> \among our/ehes, I have Ihewa 
in another difcourfe [*]• It may now be 
worth while to obferve, in one word, through 

[*] Sennon VJHt . '''-' 
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what fatal ixiifmanagecnent the latter prin-* 
ciple was even generally disavowed and 

DESERTED. 

When the Reformers had thrown off all 
rcfpcfl: for the Papal chair^ and were for 
regulating the faith of Chriftians by the 
facred feriptures, it (till remained a quef- 
ticHi, On what grounds^ thofe fcriptures Jbould 
he interpreted. The voice of the church, 
fpeaking by her fchoolmen^ and modern 
.do£):Ors, was univerfally^ and without 
niuch ceremony^ reje&ed. But the Fa- 
thers of the primitive church were ftill in 
great repute among Proteftants themfelves ; 
who dreaded nothing fo much as the im- 
putation of novelty^ which they faw would 
be fattened on their opinions^ and who, 
befides, thought it too prefuming to truft 
entirely to the didlates of what was called 
the private fpirit. The church of Rome 
availed herfelf with dexterity^ of this pre« 
judice, and of the diftrcfs to which the 
Froteftant party was reduced by it. The 
authority of thefe anti^nt and venerable 

P 3 inter- 
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interpreters was (bunded high by the Ca* 
tholic writers } and the clamour was fo 

freat and fo popular, that the Pioteftants 
new not boW> cbnfiftently with their own 
principles, or even in mere decency, to 
decline the appeal whick wa$ thus confix 
dendy made to tliat tribunal. The Re- 
formers, too^ piqued ihemfelves on their 
fuperior IkiU in antieht literature; and were 
alfaamid to have it thought that their ad- 
Terfaries could have any Advantage a^aiiift 
them in a difpute, whkrh was to* be caiYied 
dn in that quarter. Other confiderations 
had, perhaps, their weight with particular 
churches : JBut, for thefe reafoni, chiefly^ 
all of them forwatdly clofed in with the 
propofal <^ trying their caufe at the bar 
of the antient chiirdh : And^ thus,, fliifting 
their ground, maintained henceforth, not 
that the fcriptures were the fole rule of 
faith, but the fcriptures, as inierprettd iy 
the primitive fathers. 

When the ftate of the queftion was thtis 
changed^ it was eafy to fee what woiiild ^ 

the 
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,the UTue of fo Qiuch indifcredon. The dif- 
;pute was not only carried on in a dark ami 
remote fcene, imp which the people Goul^d 
^not follow their learned champions ^ hut 
w^s rendered infinitely tedious^ and, in- 
deed, intermmable. For thofc .early writ- 
ings, now to be coniidered as of the highelt 
authority, were voluminous in themielves ; 
and, .what was worfe^ were cpmpofed in 
fo loole, io declamatory, and often in fo 
hyp6rtx>lical a ftrain, that no certain 
fenie could be affixed to their dod:rln^s, 
ajnd any thing, or every thing, might, 
with < ibme plaulrbility, be proved from 
them. 

# * 

The inconvenience was fenfibly felt by 
the Proteftant world. And^ after a pro^ 
digioys wafte pi jpduftry and eruditiph^ a 
learned foreigner [/], at length, (hewed tjxe 
Jinutiiity and the folly of purfuing the 
conteft any further. In a well-cmfider^d 
4lfcQurfe, O^ fbe ufe 4f tie Fathers^ he 
clearly evinced, that their authority . Wfs 

P 4 



4 1 6 tJsES pftbis Inquiry info the Prppbeciis. 

much lefs^ than was generally fuppofedi^ 
in all pibints of religious controverfy ; and 
that their judgement was efpecially in- 
competent in tbofe points, which were agi« 
fated by the two parties. He evinced this 
conclufiofi by a variety of unanfwerable 
arguments; and chiefly by (hewing that 
the matters in debate were, for the 
mod part, fuch as had never entered 
into the heads oi thofe old writers, being, 
indeed, of much later growth, and having 
firfl: iprung up in the barbarous ages. 
They could not,^ therefore, decide on 
queftions, which they had no occafion to 
confider, and had, in fa£t, never confidered ; 
liowever their careleft or figurative ex» 
predion might be made to look that way, 
by the dextrous managenient of the contro* 
verfialifts. 

This difcovery had great eflPeds. It 
opened thcf eyes of the more candid and 
intcHigent inquirers : And our incompara- 
ble Chillingworth, with JTome others [/xr]^ 

\m\ Lord Falkland, Lord Digiy, Dr. Jen Taylor, kc 

took 
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took the advantage of it to fet the contiro- 
vcrfy with the church of Rome, once more, 
on its proper foot; and to eftablifh, for 
ever, the old principle. That the Biblb, 
and that only, (interpreted t)y out beft 
reafon) is the Religion op Protest- 
ants., 

Thus^ ONE of the two pillars, on which 
the Proteftant caufe had been eftablifhed, 
was happily reftored. And, • though Mr. 
Mede, about the fame time, fucceeded 
as well in bis attempts to replace the 
other, yet, through many concurring 
prejudices, the merit of that fervice hath 
not, hitherto, been fo generally acknow* 
ledged. Whether the Pvpe be the Antiebrift - 
of the prophetiy is ftill by fome Proteftants 
made a queftion. Yet, it ieems as if it 
would not continue very long to be ib: 
And it may not be too much to expe6t^ 
that this inftitution will, hereafter, contri- 
bute to put an end to the difpute. 

The Reformation will, then, be fecured 
againft the two invidious charges of Schism 

and 



and Hfiitfesr (for fiiUher of which }s ihoie 
apy groufid> if the P^p ht Anticbrijt^ aod 
iftbejok RuU of fmthtoa Cbrifiian be tie 

^iomnic^l firiptures) and .will> thus^ .ilafid 
immoTnably on its a&tient and :f>flOfcr 

4bundadons« 

In faying this^ I do not^ however^ mean 

, 16 oflfert, . that the Refer mation has no fup- 

^port^ bot in this principle^-f^J^^ the Pafe 
is AdUcbr\fi. Thera ifirc various other con- 

: fid^ations. which are decifive in the fion- 
.troverfy between us and the Papifts, ilo 
that^ if the prophecKs ihouid, after all, 
be found to fuk any btber perfon or powc^, 
better than the Roman Pontif, we IhaU 

:Ody.have one argmnent die jefs .to urge 
i^inft his pretenfions, and the Ptoteftant 
cauie, in the mean time, ftands fiu;ure< 
But^ on the fuppofition that the prophecies 
^ure rightly, and muft be exclufiviely, ap* 

. {^d to the church of .Rome (of whiah 
every man will judge for himfclf^ from the 

^ evidence hereafter to be had before iitm) 

0a 
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on this fuppofition^ I fay, it muft be al- 
lowed that' the flibrtdft and beft defence 
of the Proteftant caufe is that which is 
^akeo from the audiority <rf^ thofc ^roj)hc^ 
cfes, bccaufeiicy expi^dBly feiijoin ia fcparisi* 
tion frbm ■ fliat -ibcietjr, to *vrtlich they aUc 

Ye perceive, thdn, in aH views, the 
^tHity t)f ftudying this prophecy of the 
Ret^ations^ provided thrt-e %e reston to 
^dttiit the completion of it k "the hiftoiy 
of the ChrifKan Church, arid particutol^ 
in the hiftory of Papal Rome. The imr 
forfanci and the truth of Chriftianity wHl 
be fecn in their full %ht-i.The-«?(/2foiji <»f 
the divine councils, in pemittin^f be j/1^4^ 
ffto take place for a time^ will be Scknow- 
• Icdged— -And the hon^r of our comtti&n 

^ Protejiarit projtffim will be cfFeftually main- 
tamed* 



CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 

This Lecture is now brought dowa 
to that point, from which, poffibly, yc ex- 
pe&ed me to iet out. But, in the entrance 
on an argument, new to many perfons^ 
and mifnndcrftood by mod, it feemed ex- 
pedient to take a wide compafs. The true 
Jcriptural idea of ; the fubje^t, was to be 
opened, at large \n\ ; the general argument 
from prophecy, enforced [J?] ; the method oi 
the prophetic fyftem deduced, and further 
illuftrated in a view of the prophecies- 
more immediately rcfpefting the Chriftinn 
church [p\ \ Oitbofe prophecies, thole con- 
cerning Antichriji^ or the apoftafy of Papal 
Romij were to be cleared of all prejudices 
and objedions[^]*-, and the principles^ on 
which the Apocalyptic prophecies^ in parti- 
cular, are to be explained, propofed and 
juftified [r] : It waSj further, necefiary to 

[«] Serm. 1. 11. IIL [ol Serm. IV. 

[/] Serm. V. VI. [^] Semi. VIL VIlL 

Mipeak 
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hsfpe^k y6(gr sitci*ndon to the afgume^kom 
the Apocalyptic prapliecies, dfpecially, con- 
cerning Antichrift, by fhcwing the fev^ral 
grefumptions there are of its force [s] ; . and^ 
by fetting before you the ufesy tb which tbi& 
whole inquiry may be applied [/]• . 

This: prelin)inary courfe, then, thougt^ 
it iias been tedious, will not be thought 
improper, }f it may ferve, in any degree, 
to preparQ and facilitate the execution of 
the main dcfigh, which is, f> interpret anA 
upply particular prophecies : A w'ork, <^ la* 
bour indeed; but not unpleafant in itfelf; 
and (if carried on with that diligence; and 
fobriety^ which are, in reafon, to be fup- 
pofed) capable, I thinks jof affording to 
fair and attentive minds^ the fuUeft fatif* 
faftion. 

The SEASON^ I know^ may be'^ thought 
tinfavourable to fucb an attempt For the 
main ftrefs muft be laid on prophecies^ 

about which Chriftians themfelves are not 

t- . . . ■ - • 

(i] SfiiD. :p, lit} Soti^xil 

agreed, 



agraod^ tt 1^. time y^hen the uunUwr aA 
tka& pcrions is fuppofed to be veiy great,^ 
and increafing every dayt wlio swe not 
eafily; l>rought, to acknowledge the lealicj; 
#f af^ prophecic^s. 

This la^ woul4 be an unwelcopie confi* 
^emibn^ if the £ty6i were ceriain ; I mean, 
if the prefent ftate of religion vere altoi> 
gether fuch as fom^, perhaps^ .wilh^ and 
as others too eafily apprehend, it to be. 
But I hope, and believe, , it is not ; the 
truth of the cafe^ fo far as I am able to 
form a judgement of ir^ being ioo more 
than this« A few faihionable men make 
z noife in the world ; smd thi$ clamour* 
being echoed on aU fides fjrom ibe ihdUow 
okrcksi of their admirers^ oufleads th(^ unr 
wary into an opinion, that the irreligiouf 
Ipiriiis unlverlM apd tmcon t^b^. Where* 
as, ilie good and wife^ are modeft and re* 
jerked : hfivtng no doubt ' themfelves Com* 
eerning the founda^n of their hUh, they 
pay but little regard to the cavils, which 
empty 'or corrupt men thrtiwoui slg^inft it. 

They 
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Thejr eitbcf tr^at tbpfe cavils witb a Cimt 
contempt; or, they lament in lecret the 
libeninUm of the age, without taking any 
vigorous meafures to check and oppofe it. 
Befidesy they rarely come into: what is 
called, free C9mpa$^\ and they are too 
well employed, and at the -'fame nme 
too well informed, to hearken after 
every idle publication, on the fide of irre- 
ligion. 

For thefe, ^nd the like realbns, die num- 
ber of true believers is overlooked; or 
thought to be le& confiderable thao, in 
fadir, it is, and' would prefently be known 
to be, if a juft eftimate were taken of 
them. 

Let me then^ under this perfuafion, ex^ 
prc& myfelf in die ij^rit, and almoft in the 
Words, of an andent apologift [#] ^^^^ Lee 

[«3 Verum ncm efl dd^ienuiduiii. Fdrtafley mm 
ffittimus. /urdis. Nee enim tain in mak> fiatu lies 
eft, ut defint fansB inentes, quibus et Veritas placeat^ 
ct nfionftratuid iibi redum iter ec videant et ieqoantur. 
La^mu. I>kf4 hji. I. % p. 3X7. ^ Spuke. 
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^ no man too haftily defpaif of the caufc, 
' «f we arc now pleading. When we ftand 
** up in its defence, there are thofc who 
V.will lend. an car to us. For, whatcvar 
V. the vain, oir the vicious may pretend, 
V the prophfetic writings are not fallen fo 
<^ low in the cfteem <^ mankind, but that 
** there art nuftiberlefs perfons of good fenfc 
'* and ierious diipofitions, who wi(h to fee 
^* the truth of the Gofpel confirme.d by 
^< them \ and are tead^ to embrace tj)at 
•^ trpth, wheji fairly Jet before them, and 
^^ fupported by the clear €videni:e Qf hifto* 
*^ rical teftimony and well-interpret^ 
« fcripture/' 

Such is ;he language, which I am not 
affaid to hold t6 the ^efppnding : party 
ramong us. But (hould my confidepcc^ or 
jxiy candour, trabfport me too far, fliould 
even tbeir apprehenfions be ever fo well 
founded, the zeal of thofe, who pnsjch 
the Gofpel, is not to abate, biit ko exm 
.itfcjf with new vigour under fo difcpurag- 
ing a proipeftt If there be a way left tp 
. ^ ftrike 
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(trike cdnviftion into the hearts of unbc* 
lievcrs, it muft, probably, be, by preffing * 
this great • point of prophetic infpirationt 
and by turning thdr attention on zmracle^ 
now wrought, or ready to be wrought be- ' 
fore their eyes. Or, let the event be what* 
it will, our duty is, to illuftrate the word 
of prophecy^ and to enforce it ; to with*- 
fiand the torrent of infidelity with what- 
fuccefs we may, and, if it fhould prevail 
over all our efibrts, to make, full proof,, ati 
leaft, of our fincerity and good will. 

In the mean time, it becomes all overs' 
to retain and cultivate in themselves a re* 
^A. for the prophetic writings j whJch 
either are, or, for. any thing that has yei 
appeared, may be divine; To treat thirtii 
without the fulleft eonviflion of their 
fallhoody with negle<5l and fcorn, is plainly 
Indecent, and may be highly criminal' ah4 
dangerous. 

Jofephus tells us, that, in the laft dread- 
ful ruiiji of his unhappy countrymen, it 

V9^. 11. Q^ m% 



was f;^iqUiar with them, ta make a jefi ^ 
divim tbingSy and to dmdc^ asfp matfy Jsfffi^ 
kfs tdn and juggling iwft^ures^ tin fycr^ 
eracUs (f thir prophets [w] % though they 
were then fulfiUiog before their eyes» aod 
eve^ upon themfelves. 

But the cafe, perhaps, is difierent % ao^ 
^e have no concern, in the prophedca con* 
cer^iing Papal Rome. 

What I Have we no concern in thoie 
f rophecies (fappofing, I niean> that tbfy 
are prophecies at all, and^ that there is 
^e^n for applying then) %o the church of 
F^^l Rome) We, who have but juft b^n 
^l^yered from the more thgn l^ptian, 
|p$mdfi^, which they prediA ; ^ ^ «re» 
thifrq^ori:, bQund by every tye of iatq«ft^ 
9f gratitude, and of charity, to aflert ta 
Q^rfelves, and to communicate to others, 
f^far s^ W?, ^c able, the bleQings of thai 

Fl. Jofeph, B. J. 1. IT. 6. 

liberty p 



m^hi ^htrewith tbrifi his mde^'-^'ils 
free [^] ? Have we no concern in tKc fcve^^ 
iffts^ mentiohed in this difcourte % kiA in 
many others, which I have hot tilentiotf* 
ed 5 it being v9t\\ knb^frfi, that all in/phtU 
fcripture (of which pi-ophec| is ftl tmJnfcm 
t part) rs profitabk for di>£lHne^ fbr reproof ^ 
f9r itfftiSHoH^ for i^/irulihff h ri^bttHuf^ 

Or, fuppofing thai *ire had no direS[ corf- 
icrn in thefe prophecies, and fuppcyflng, 
farther, that tlic divine aitthority of the* 
^as iven prohlematkal 5 ftill it m^jr deferve 
to be confidered, I mean, by ttien the m6ft 
libertine, who have not yet ponvincfd theiVi- 
ftkes, by an exaiSl^ and criticial inifuify, of 
i(brir utter falfixood and inilgnigcancy ; I 
lay, it merits the re^exipn of all fuch. 
That the cmtempi of the prophecies, Wilder 
diefe circqmftances, has a natural ttodency 
to corrupt the temper and harden the hearty 
^nd is there nO room to queftion, wh^e 

Ix] GaL x.if [y] 2 Tim, Hi. |6, 

Q^ 2 ther 
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ther this conduA, plainly an immoral con- 
dufty be advifeable or faf€ i 

Let us thcn^ on a principle of felf-hve^ 
if not of piety, keep the fayings of this hook^ 
concerning the man of sin. From niany 
appearances, the appointed time for the 
fuU completion of them may not be very 
remote* And it becomes our prudence 
to take heed that we be not found in the 
number of thofe, to whom that awful 
queftion is propofcd ^^^Hcw isit^ that ye d$ 
not difiem thejigns of this timef 

Nay, there are prophecies, which, in 
that cafe, may concern us more nearly, 
than we think* St. Paul applied one of 
thefe, to the unbelieving Jews ; of whole 
.mockery, and of whofe fate, ye have beared 
what their own hiftorian witnefleth : And, 
if we equal their obdurate (pirit, that pro- 
phecy may clearly be applied^ and no man 
can fay, that it was not intended to be ap* 
plied, to ourfehes. 

Beware 
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Beware therefore (to fum up all in the 
tremendous words of the Apoftlefz]) Be^ 
ware^ left that come upon you, which is 
fpoken by the Prophets: *Behold, ye de- 

SPISERS, AND WONDER AND PERISH; FOR I 
WORK A WORK IN YOUR DAYS^ A WORK, 
WHICH YE SHALL IN NO WISE UNDER- 
STAND, THOUGH A MAN DECLARE it 
UNTO YOU. 

[%] Ads xiiu 40, 41. 



THE END. 
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